


City Hall, Monroe, Louisiana
October 13, 2026
5:30PM

There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held on this date at the Council’s regular meeting place, the Council Chamber, City Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana. 

Chairman Muhammad called the meeting to order, he then asked the clerk to call roll. 

There present: Ms. Woods, Mrs. Ezernack, Mr. McFarland, Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Muhammad

Chairman Muhammad announced a quorum was present, and the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Muhammad.

III: Approve Minutes of the Legal and Regular Session of September 8 & 22, 2026:
Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Ms. Woods and approved the minutes of the Legal and Regular Session of September 8 & 22, 2026. (Mr. Harvey abstains)

IV: Presentations: 
Bethany Corona introduced herself as one of the 4-H agents in Ouachita Parish and introduced Sidney Spinks, who recently joined the program. She thanked the Council for its continued support of 4-H and the LSU AgCenter and highlighted efforts to expand 4-H programming throughout Monroe City Schools system and noted Monroe City 4-H received national recognition for its programming efforts. 

Chairman Muhammad thanked Ms. Corona and Ms. Spinks for their presentation and announced an additional presentation from Assistant Chief Mary Tellis.

Mary Tellis, Assistance Chief of Police, thanked the Council for supporting the Captain's Gala held on October 8. She stated attendance increased from more than 500 seniors the previous year to approximately 750 this year and expressed appreciation for the positive response to the event. Due to continued growth and space limitations, she stated that a larger venue is being considered for next year and thanked the Council for its continued support.

Mrs. Ezernack praised Assistant Chief Tellis, the volunteers, and everyone involved in organizing the Captain's Gala. She described the event as extraordinary and thanked them for their efforts.

Ms. Woods thanked Assistant Chief Tellis for her hard work, dedication, and commitment to the senior community. She was unable to attend because of other community obligations but plans to participate in next year's event.

Mr. McFarland commended Chief Tellis for the successful event and expressed the Council's continued support of her program. He explained he was unable to attend due to a prior visitation commitment and stated that he looked forward to taking the door-prize winners out.

Mayor Friday Ellis thanked Chief Tellis for her service to the community and recognized the positive impact of her work on the Monroe Police Department. He also acknowledged the expansion of her outreach efforts to young women in the community.

Victor Zordan, Chief of Police, praised the event's continued growth and organization. He stated the program has strengthened relationships between law enforcement and senior citizens, helping seniors feel safer and more comfortable communicating with the Police Department.

Chairman Muhammad thanked Mrs. Ezernack and members of the Council staff who attended the event.

VII: Resolutions and Minute Entries:
Council:
(a) Upon motion of Mr. Harvey, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9189 granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Twin City Art Foundation (Party 318) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 d. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

(b) Upon motion of Mr. Harvey, seconded by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9190 granting an exception to the Open container Ordinance to Bryan Creekmore for an event Ghost in the Oaks on Barbados Boulevard pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 d. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

(c) Upon motion of Ms. Woods, seconded by Mr. Harvey and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9191 granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Chennault Aviation & Military Museum for the 3rd Annual Chennault Festival pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 d. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

Department of Administration:
(a) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Consider an Application by Edith Gonzalez, dba Gonzalez Mexican Restaurant, 1932 Louisville Ave., Monroe LA 71201 for a New 2026 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit. The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been approved. (Distance Report Cleared, Cert. of Occupy Cleared) (No comments from the public)

(b) Upon motion of Ms. Woods, seconded by Mr. McFarland and unanimously approved to Consider an Application by Edwin Perez dba Manila Resto Bar, LLC, 401 Bres Ave., Monroe LA 71201 for a New 2026 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit. The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been approved. (Distance Report Cleared, Cert. of Occupy Cleared) (No comments from the public)

(c) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Harvey and approved to Consider an Application by Kristina Crook & Kathleen Crook dba K&K’s Giving Tree, 1623 N 18th St., Nonroe LA 71201 for a Renewal 2026 Class B Alcoholic Beverage Permit. The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been approved. (Distance Report Cleared. Cert. of Occupy Cleared) (No comments from the public) (Mrs. Ezernack abstain) 

(d) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Consider an Application by Jonathan Perry dba Jay Pappa’s Restaurant, 1810 Tower Dr., Monroe LA 71201 for a New 2026 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit. The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been approved. (Distance Report Cleared, Cert. of Occupy Cleared) (No comments from the public)

(e) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Consider request from the Purchasing Division for authorization for an authorized City representative to advertise for bid Ingersoll Rand Roof Replacement Project. The estimate for Ingersoll Rand Roof Replacement Project is $500,000.00. (No comments from the public) 

Department of Public Works: 
(a) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Harvey and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9192 authorizing a Mowing and Litter Maintenance Agreement with the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. 

Mrs. Ezernack asked whether the mowing and litter maintenance agreement was the same type of agreement previously used.

Brandon Creekbaum, City Attorney, confirmed it was the same agreement.

Ms. Woods asked how often the City would receive payment under the agreement.

Mr. Creekbaum initially stated the payment would be $71,000. He later clarified for the record that the agreement is reimbursable on a semi-annual basis, with two payments made each year after the City submits proof of completed work to the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development.

(b) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Ms. Ezernack and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9193 authorizing the City of Monroe to enter into a Other Transaction Agreement with the Transportation Security Administration under the Law Enforcement Officers Reimbursement Program for law enforcement service at Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. 

Chairman Muhammad asked Mr. Butcher to explain the TSA reimbursement agreement.

Charles Butcher, Airport Director, explained the reinstated TSA program will help reimburse costs associated with law enforcement services at Monroe Regional Airport.

(c) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9194 authorizing the City of Monroe to enter into a Non-Federal Reimbursable Agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration for the Taxiway D Extension Project at Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

Police Department: 
(a) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Harvey and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9195 declaring certain ballistic vests and outer vest carriers surplus property and authorizing their donation to the Union Parish Sheriff’s Office and further providing with respect thereto. 

Chairman Muhammad asked Chief Zordan whether the ballistic vests being donated were old or new

Chief Zordan explained the vests were previously used and are replaced approximately every five years as officers rotate them out. He stated the City had an assortment of vests and carriers that were no longer being used and could be donated to the Union Parish Sheriff's Office rather than remaining in storage.

Engineering Services: 
(a) Upon motion of Mr. Harvey, seconded by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9196 accepting the bid of Grindstone Construction LLC for the G.B. Cooley House Rehabilitation Project and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

(b) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Harvey and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9197 approving Change Order No. 2 for the Georgia Street Pump Station Project. (No comments from the public)

(c) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Ms. Wood and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9198 approving Closeout Change Order No. 1 for the Monroe Civic Center Drainage Repairs – South Parking Lot Project. (No comments from the public)

(d) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved Resolution No. 9199 accepting the work performed by Hemphill Construction Company, Inc. for the WPCC Improvements – Influent Pumps No. 1 & 2 and Effluent Pumps No. 1 & 2 Replacement Project as substantially complete and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

VIII: Introduction of Resolutions & Ordinances:
(a) Upon motion of Ms. Woods, seconded by Mr. McFarland and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance authorizing an amendment to lease agreement with Ingersoll Rand Inc. for certain property and improvements located at 4601 Central Avenue, Monroe, Louisiana and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

(b) Upon motion of Mrs. Ezernack, seconded by Mr. Harvey and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance amending Section 37-130(a)(5) of the City of Monroe Code of Ordinance to provide for supplemental notice to certain persons when a matter considered by certain city board or commission is submitted to the city council for further consideration, final action, or review; and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

IX: Resolutions and Ordinances for Second Reading and Final Adoption and Subject to Public Hearing:
The public hearing was opened; the hearing was closed and Ordinance read for finalization 

(a) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Harvey and approved Ordinance No.12,313 authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of and sell to Sandco Group, LLC, all rights, title, and interest in and to Lot 23, Square 55, Unit 10 BTW Addition, 4011 Barlow Street, Monroe, Louisiana, adjudicated to the City of Monroe for nonpayment of Ad Valorem Taxes, pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2238.1 et seq., and further providing with respect thereto. 

Ms. Woods asked whether Mr. Creekbaum had any information regarding the group purchasing the properties.

Mr. Creekbaum stated he did not have additional information and explained that the City does not inquire into a purchaser's purpose for acquiring property. He noted interested purchasers may proceed when they meet the applicable statutory requirements. 

The public hearing was opened; the hearing was closed and Ordinance read for finalization

(b) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Harvey and unanimously approved Ordinance No. 12,314 authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of and sell to Sandco Group, LLC, all rights, title, and interest in and to Lots 14 and 15, Square 34, Unit 6 BTW Addition, 3912 White Street, Monroe, Louisiana, adjudicated to the City of Monroe for nonpayment of Ad Valorem Taxes, pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2238.1 et. Seq., and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public)

The public hearing was opened; the hearing was closed and Ordinance read for finalization

(c) Upon motion of Mr. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Harvey and unanimously approved Ordinance No. 12,315 authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of and sell to Sandco Group, LLC all rights, title, and interest in and to Lot 13, Square 34, Unit 6, BTW Addition, 3908 White Street, Monroe, Louisiana, adjudicated to the City of Monroe for nonpayment of Ad Valorem Taxes pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2238.11 et seq., and further providing with respect thereto. (No comments from the public) 

The public hearing was opened; the hearing was closed and Ordinance read for finalization

(d) Upon motion of Ms. Woods, seconded by Mr. McFarland and approved to remove the Ordinance amending the City of Monroe Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 to appropriate additional funds for transit insurance premiums, and further providing with respect thereto. 

Ms. Woods motioned the transit insurance budget amendment be removed from the agenda for further review. She expressed concern that the proposed $170,708 increase did not identify the funding source and questioned whether the amendment complied with the City Charter, and it was seconded by Mr. McFarland.

Chairman Muhammad stated let’s get a motion first, then we can discuss it although a motion and second had already been established. He then asked Ms. Woods what she wanted to do with the item.

Ms. Woods motion was to remove the item from the agenda until we have time to come back and get some more clarity on it, and Mr. McFarland seconded the motion.

Ms. Woods explained this ordinance is not consistent with the City Charter She then provided the sums in the transit budget that showed some inconsistencies, and she asked Council to remove it and let the administration look at it and address it with Council.

Mr. McFarland also expressed concern about the budget figures and recommended further review, including possible discussion by the Finance Review Committee. 

Chairman Muhammad requested clarification of the budget discrepancy and suggested Mr. Moore assist in determining.

Richard Moore, Director of Administration, clarified that the $170,708 was not originally presented as a transfer. He explained the City's vehicle and bus insurance quote exceeded the budgeted amount by $170,708, and the proposed amendment was intended to increase the applicable transit line item to cover the additional insurance cost.

Chairman Muhammad asked Mr. Harvey what was so amusing

Mr. Harvey replied, he’s just watching the show

Chairman Muhammad and Mr. McFarland both stated this is not a show.

Mr. Harvey stated they are explaining to the Council the situation

Chairman Muhammad stated the Council has received clarification regarding the source of the funds.

The public hearing was opened; the hearing was closed and Ordinance read for finalization

(e) Upon motion of Mr. Harvey, seconded by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to remove the Ordinance amending Section 32.5-42 (Definitions) of the city of Monroe Code to define wireline telecommunications facilities; adding section 32.5-51 to provide regulations governing wireline telecommunications facilities; and further providing with respect thereto. 

Chairman Muhammad asked for clarification on the difference between removing the ordinance and permanently removing it.

Mr. Creekbaum explained additional discussions with affected stakeholders were necessary and stated concerns raised after introduction required substantial changes, so a revised ordinance would be developed and introduced as a new item.

X: Communications & Special Announcements:
Mayor Ellis began his announcements with a moment of silence for a young teenager who tragically lost his life and encouraged residents to use seat belts and practice vehicle safety. He also thanked those involved in a national seat belt safety check. Mayor Ellis recognized the Monroe Fire Department's 9/11 remembrance program and acknowledged Gold Star survivors and Blue Star Mothers for their service and sacrifice. Mayor Ellis discussed the Dragonfly ribbon cutting in District 1, thanked the Arts Council for its work, and highlighted progress involving the NELA Children's Museum and nearby library development as family-oriented community improvements. Mayor Ellis provided an update on passenger rail expansion, noting that the project had advanced to Phase Two and that matching funds were being provided as the effort moves forward. Mayor Ellis also discussed participation in future Louisiana Conference of Mayors activities and the National League of Cities, emphasizing opportunities to collaborate with other communities on shared municipal issues. continued his announcements by discussing upcoming opportunities to speak about rural communities and growth, including new investments with Mayor Brown of Glen Heights, Texas. He also recognized the Monroe Police Department's self-defense class for senior citizens and thanked Chief Tellis and the department for the successful Captain's Gala and their continued community service.

Mr. Harvey commented on the Dragonfly development at Forsythe and the upcoming ribbon cutting. He also expressed sympathy for the family of the 13-year-old involved in a recent tragedy and offered prayers for healing. 

Mrs. Ezernack welcomed those in attendance and offered condolences and prayers to the Rogers family.

Ms. Woods- Vice Chairman thanked attendees for their patience and offered condolences to the family of the 13-year-old. She recognized Chief Tellis and Mr. Tolliver for their work and thanked the community for supporting Carroll High School. She expressed disappointment over the circumstances affecting the students and noted the lost opportunities associated with the situation.

Mr. McFarland yielded time to Mayor Ellis to discuss the upcoming prayer breakfast.

Mayor Ellis announced the City's second prayer breakfast at the Civic Center, explaining that the event is intended to connect pastors, churches, nonprofits, and community organizations with available resources and strengthen collaboration throughout the region.

Mr. McFarland expressed continued support for Carroll High School and asked the community to keep the Rogers family in prayer. He also recognized the Fire Department's Fire Prevention Week presentation and emphasized that Council members have a responsibility to ask questions and address concerns under the City Charter.

Mr. Muhammad – Chairman offered condolences to the Rogers family and thanked law enforcement for apprehending a suspect. He reiterated the Council's support for Carroll High School and discussed the reopening of the Georgia and Thomas Street intersection, noting that the long-awaited project allows transit service to resume its regular route. He continued his announcements by recognizing another successful Fire Prevention event involving local elementary schools, the new Fire Chief, and Fire Department personnel. He also announced an upcoming community meeting concerning sanitation, garbage, and trash services, with a light breakfast to be provided, and acknowledged the City School Board candidates in attendance.

XI: Citizens Participation: 
James Tatum, Vice President of Union 1160, 690 Hwy 193, stated the union had been advised to return to negotiations regarding rates but expressed frustration that the matter remained unresolved. He urged the parties to settle the issue based on the offer presented and emphasized the importance of transit services to the City.

Jennifer Newman, 508 Richardson Ave, invited the community to attend a health fair on October 24 beginning at 10:00 a.m. She stated the event would include free food, blood pressure checks, other health-related activities, and opportunities for vendors to participate.

There being no further business to come before the council, Chairman Muhammad adjourned the 
meeting at 6:56 PM.

Verbon Muhammad Sr.
Chairman

Carolus S. Riley
Council Clerk

Erica L. Moore
Staff Secretary

For extended details on the council meeting, please call the Council Clerk Monday-Friday at 318-329-2252 to schedule an appointment to listen to the minute recording. 
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