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Sober Living Homes Checklist 

 
  If the sober living home operator is not the property owner, written approval from the property owner 

to operate a sober living home at the property. 
 

 Sober living home must have a house manager or operator who is present at the sober living home or 
available on a 24-hour basis and who is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the sober living 
home. The house manager or operator shall have at least one year of continuous sobriety. 

 
 The maximum occupancy of a sober living home shall be determined by the number of bedrooms in the 

home. The maximum occupancy of a bedroom shall be one (1) person per sixty (60) square feet of floor 
area, exclusive of fixed cabinets, fixtures, and equipment, and shall not exceed four (4) occupants per 
bedroom. 

 
 Sober living homes that are in existence on September 30, 2025, shall apply for a minor conditional use 

permit, if applicable, no later than January 1, 2026. The Planning and Zoning Director, or their designee, 
may conditionally grant the minor conditional use permit pending compliance with the provisions of 
this subsection, provided however, that such conditional approval shall not extend past September 30, 
2026. 

 
 Sober living homes must be located no closer than six hundred fifty (650) feet from any other existing 

sober living home, as measured from a point of the lot line on which the use is proposed to be located to 
the nearest point on the lot line on which any other existing similar use is located after January 1, 2026. 

 
 
Guidelines 

 The property must be fully in compliance with all building codes, municipal code and zoning. 
 

 The location, design and operation of the sober living home must not alter the residential character of a 
neighborhood. The facility must retain a residential character, which must be compatible with the 
surrounding neighborhood in scale and appearance. 

 
 All garage and driveway spaces associated with the dwelling unit shall, at all times, be available for the 

parking of vehicles. Occupants and the house manager may each only store or park a single vehicle at 
the dwelling unit or on any street within 500 feet of the dwelling unit. The vehicle must be operable and 
currently used as a primary form of transportation for a resident of the sober living home. 

 
 Sober living homes that are in existence on September 30, 2025, shall have one year to comply with the 

provisions of this subsection, provided that any existing sober living home which is serving more than 
the maximum number of occupants shall first comply with the maximum number of occupants. 

 
 Sober living homes that are in existence on September 30, 2025, shall be eligible for a minor conditional 

use permit notwithstanding the minimum distance requirement, provided that the property owner can 
establish that the property was being used as a sober living home prior to September 30, 2025, and that 
the imposition of the permit requirement would cause undue hardship to the existing sober living 
home. 

 
 Existing sober living homes obligated by a written lease exceeding one year from September 30, 2025, 

or whose activity involves investment of money in leasehold or improvements such that a longer period 
is necessary to prevent undue financial hardship, are eligible for up to one additional year’s grace 
period upon the approval of the Planning and Zoning Director or their designee. 

 
 New Sober living homes established on or after October I, 2025, must comply with the provisions of this 

subsection. 
 
Make sure to read, understand, and meet the requirement guidelines listed above for sober living 
homes. 


