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There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date, 
September 11, 2018, at the Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, Council 
Chambers, City Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana. 
 
The Honorable Gretchen Ezernack, Chairwoman called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll.  
 
Council members present for roll call: Mr. Echols, Mrs. Ezernack, Ms. Woods, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Clark  
 
Council members absent: None. 

 
The Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance were led by Mr. Echols designee, Mr. Robert Johnson, Community 
Affairs Director, City of Monroe. 
 

          COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
  

1.  Mr. Echols welcomed each one present; he announced his upcoming District One Community Meeting to be 
held on October 2, 2018 at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church (Parish Fellowship Hall), 2816 Deborah Drive, beginning 
at 5:30 p.m.; the Mayor or a representative will be present along with Public Works, Parks and Rec, Engineering 
and several others confirming; items of discussion will include projects completed in the past year, upcoming 
projects and any other items that the Citizens of District 1 wants to discuss with him or the Administration; he 
thanked those that were present for the 911 memorial and those who served and it was an honor to speak before 
the first responders; he asked for continued thoughts and prayers for those whose lives were impacted by 911. 
 
2.  Ms. Woods welcomed each one and thanked them for coming; she thanked the African American Museum for 
putting on the event in memory and honor of the 911 event; she asked prayers for the family of Ms. Lorraine Slacks, 
Director of African American Museum, the funeral is scheduled for Saturday, 11am at Bethel Baptist Church; she 
asked prayers for the family of Mayor Paxton Branch, Tallulah, his funeral was this past Saturday; she offered 
congratulations to Ms. Holli Conway, Ms. Louisiana for her participation in the Ms. America pageant, she was the 
second runner up; she recognized Carroll and Richwood High School Homecomings this week and the 
Homecoming queens, Ms. Williams Taylor, Carroll and Ms. Spears, Richwood; she announced District 3 meeting 
at Marbles Recreation Center for September 18, 2018 and will discuss the cleanup initiative for residents and 
businesses on Renwick Street.  
 
3.  Mr. Wilson welcomed each one present; he acknowledged the 911 observance and thanked the first responders 
for all their service; he recognized Ms. Lorraine Slacks Family, Mayor of Tallulah, Paxton Branch and asked for 
continued prayers in their loss; he thanked GB Cooley for their assistance in cleaning up litter; Mr. Wilson thanked 
Mike Stephens for his assistance with getting street lights that were out, back on and this helps with the clean the 
block project in his District; he thanked the constituents in his district along South Grand for picking up litter.   
 
4.  Mr. Clark offered his condolences to the Lorraine Slacks family, a church member and friend that helped 
everyone that ran for office and owe her gratitude for that and the African Museum; he acknowledged the loss of 
life of Mr. Anzell Calloway.  
 
5. Mayor Mayo offered his condolences to the Lorraine Slacks family, his neighbor, Executive Director of the 
Northeast La. Delta African American Museum, she volunteered there for years; she will be missed and asked 
prayers for the family; he acknowledged Mayor of Tallulah Paxton Branch homegoing services and thanked MPD 
Chief Ellis and MFD Chief Williams and the honor guard for their services; he thanked Councilman Wilson and 
Woods for attending; he acknowledged the 911 Observance services that were held throughout the City and to 
possibly in the future that all could come together and thanked Councilman Echols for his attendance; he announced 
the maps seminar financial inclusion today, that was a success; he congratulated, Monroe resident, Ms. Holli 
Conway, Miss Louisiana who was 2nd runner up in the Ms. America pageant, a fundraiser for her was held and he 
thanked those who helped with that event; he congratulated the sister cities, Sterlington, Richwood, West Monroe, 
Ruston for their developments and major enhancements and they are taking advantage of their options and stepping 
up their game and we have to step up our game or be left behind and the sales tax are showing that at 62 percent 
of the tax revenue; he announced his 36th wedding anniversary. 
 
6. Mrs. Ezernack offered her condolences to the Lorraine Slacks family and commented that the community 
suffered a great loss and offered prayers to her family. 
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Upon a motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Ms. Woods, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 
August 28, 2018 were approved unanimously. (There were no public comments.)  
 
PRESENTATION: 6:PM - Mr. Stuart Hodnett   -  Ouachita Green Quarterly Update Report; Mr. Hodnett gave 
an overview of Ouachita Green activities for the quarter.  Mrs. Ezernack thanked him for the report and what he 
has done to make the city cleaner. 
                       

          PUBLIC HEARINGS: 6:PM 
 
(1) Mrs. Ezernack read into record the public hearing information:  A public hearing to hear and consider all 
comments, protests and objections relative to the Burton Place Apartments at 3219 Desoto Street, Monroe LA for 
proposed issuance of tax-exempt bonds by Public Finance Authority to National Housing Preservation Advisors, 
LLC for the benefit of current and future tenants. 
 
Ms. Baldwin stated the property owner Mr. David Garcia was present tonight, he applied for the bonds and the 
apartments are the Burton Place Apartments, 3219 DeSoto Street and the bonds will be used to repair the 
apartments; Ms. Baldwin stated that since the apartments are in the City of Monroe’s jurisdiction, the item has 
to be on the agenda for approval.  Mrs. Ezernack said they read something previously into the agenda about this 
public hearing at another meeting. 
 
Mr. Echols stated to Ms. Baldwin that the City had no guarantor relationship and it was just a resolution of 
support as the governing authority over the City; Ms. Baldwin stated, that was correct.  
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing; Mr. David Garcia, managing director of National Housing 
Preservation Advisors, LLC; Mrs. Ezernack stated she was familiar with the complex, as they are in her district 
and understands there will be improvements made to the apartments; he said there was $100,000 that will 
replace exterior windows, kitchen cabinets and counter tops; Ms. Woods asked for the total number of units and 
he answered, there were 32;  Seeing no one else come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(1a) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution 
No. 7266, approving the Financing and the Issuance of the Bonds to IAVF Burton Place Inc., to acquire and 
complete repairs for the Burton Place Apartments, and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no 
public comments) 
 
PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:       Public Comment: 

1. 820 Bryant (D5) (Curator - Owner - William Degrate) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and 
unanimously approved for property owner to be given 30 days or October 12, 2018, in which to bring the structure 
into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Robinson said there was no contact with the owner, he is deceased; they found no succession 
as of this date; the structure is burned, and it is unsafe and asking for a condemnation; Mr. Clark asked if there 
was service and Ms. Baldwin said there was. 

2. 3107 Polk St. (D4) (Curator - Michael Ellis; Other owners - Leola Gene) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second 
by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 30 days or October 12, 2018, in which 
to bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot.  (There were no 
public comments) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Robinson said there was no contact with the owner or any others, no permit has been taken out, 
the premises are being taking care of, but it is a dilapidated unsafe structure and the south end of the structure is 
beginning to collapse; efforts have been made to contact the owner and are asking for condemnation; service 
through a curator.  Mr. Wilson said he noticed the mold and odor in the structure and have concerns for the 
neighbors. 
 
3. 3601 Curry St. (D3) (Curator - Mattie Irving; Other owner - OPPJ) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by 
Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Woods stated the structure was in District 3 and asked why it was being removed from the 
agenda; Mrs. Robinson said they were forwarding it to court to work with the property owner to meet compliance 
and if not compliant through court, will deem it a nuisance blight and bring it back. 
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4. 800 Bryant (D5) (Curator - Bryant Newton) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and 
unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Clark asked for the reason of removal; Mrs. Robinson said they were forwarding it to court to 
work with the property owner; Mr. Clark asked that she keep him posted. 
 
5.  404 Hippolyte Ave. (D4) (Curator - E.L. Hilton, Torita Gail Young, Herbert & Alma Trim) Upon a motion by 
Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no 
public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Wilson stated that he couldn’t find the property at that address; Ms. Robinson stated it was 
located on the short end of Hippolyte, close to Jackson Street in the curve. 
6. 2633 DeSiard St. (D2) (Curator - Ellis Ward & Bertha Lumsey, Bertha Lumsey & Perry Ellis Ward III) Upon 
a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 30 
days or October 12, 2018, in which to bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure 
and clean the lot. (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Baldwin stated there was service; Ms. Robinson stated the structure was commercial and there 
hasn’t been any contact with any of the owners or anyone connected to the property; it was adjudicated to the 
City in 2011, it is dilapidated, unsafe and is blight and asked that it be declared blighted for legal purposes. 
 
7. 3309 Dick Taylor St. (D4) (Curator - Jennifer Lee, Andrea Ross) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by 
Mr. Clark and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 30 days or October 12, 2018, in which to 
bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot.  (There were no 
public comments) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Baldwin stated there was service.  Ms. Robinson there had been no contact with the property 
owners, the structure was burned and there has been numerous complaints regarding the structure to get something 
done; she asked for condemnation of the structure; Mr. Wilson thanked Ms. Robinson and Ms. Eva Wilson for 
her group; he asked that the grass would be cut immediately because rodents are coming to the senior neighbor’s 
yard. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:      (Public Comment) 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Accept the bids of Smitty’s 
Supply, Shreveport LA and Lott Oil Company, Monroe LA for a one hundred eighty (180) day supply contract 
of Petroleum Products Ref#2019-00000017 as recommended by the Director of Administration for complying 
with the specification of the bid.  The Vendors comply with the specifications and have been cleared by the Tax 
& Revenue Division.  The funds for these purchases will be derived from the Inventory Account.  (There were 
no public comments) 
 
(b)  Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Accept the bids of Industrial 
Mill & Maintenance Supply, Texarkana TX, Parker Wholesales, Bastrop LA, Peregrine Corporation, Monroe LA, 
MSC Industrial Supply, Shreveport, LA, Fuqua Paper Supply, Ruston, LA and Guy Paper, West Monroe LA for 
a one hundred eight (180) day supply contract of Janitorial Products Ref#2019-00000016 as recommended by the 
Director of Administration for complying with the specification of the bid.  The Vendors comply with the 
specifications and have been cleared by the Tax & Revenue Division.  The funds for these purchases will be 
derived from the Inventory Account.  (There were no public comments) 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Accept the Proposal of 
Hypertec, Tempe, AZ for Microsoft Office 365 Gov E3 Ref#2019-00000020 as recommended by the Director of 
Administration as meeting the specifications of the proposal.  The Vendor complies with the specifications and 
have been cleared by the Tax & Revenue Division.  The funds for these purchases will be derived from the 
information Technology Software Account.  (There were no public comments) 
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 RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:  
         
 Council: Public Comment: 
             

(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7267, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the River Cities Humane Society for a fundraiser 
(Tails at Twilight) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further 
providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments) 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7268, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Blackheart Affiliates LLC (Jurassic) pursuant 
to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect thereto.  
(There were no public comments) 
 

         Department of Administration:         Public Comment: 
 
(a)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Consider an Application 
by Mugshot Daiquiris LLC (D. Fortenberry, J&T Johnson) dba Blend, 1407 N. 18th Street, Monroe, LA 71201 
for a New 2018 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records 
and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared. (There were no public comments) 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Consider an Application 
by Parish Restaurant LLC (Oliver Cory Bahr) dba Parish, 318 North 2nd Street, Monroe, LA 71201 for a New  
2018 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales 
Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols commented that the two businesses were new to the City and he thanked the Johnson 
family, the Fortenberry family, Mr. Bahr and all their associates for bringing new businesses and jobs to the City. 
  
Department of Planning & Urban Development:         Public Comment:    None.  
 
Legal Department:       Public Comment:    None.   

 
 Mayor’s Office:         Public Comment:       None.     
 
 (1)  ADD ON:   Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to add to the 
 agenda to Adopt a Resolution approving and authorizing a cooperative endeavor agreement by and 
 between the City of Monroe and the Town of St. Joseph as per the attached agreement and further providing 
 with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments) 

 
Comments:  Mayor Mayo stated they asked Council to put it on the agenda in support and all know that St. Joseph 
has had huge challenges relating to water and other challenges including their garbage, not trash; St. Joseph Mayor 
Fields, asked the city if they could help them because they have one garbage truck that is being repaired in Monroe 
and they are backed up as well as Monroe having challenges with our trash, not garbage; in speaking with him 
today Newellton is helping them, but he thinks he may need another week and Monroe does have a truck they  
can use, due to on Wednesday, we have only one truck that runs and it wouldn’t hurt us but would help St. Joseph 
and he won’t need it for tomorrow, but possibly next Wednesday and wished to put this cooperative endeavor 
agreement before Council just in case. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to vote on the amendment to the 
Resolution to limit the usage to one month, which are four Wednesdays.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Clark asked how long would St. Joseph be using, borrowing the city truck and Mayor Mayo said 
one day, the next Wednesday and the Mayor of St. Joseph thinks his truck will be repaired by that time; it would 
be for one day and for some reason if it is not, it would be two days, the following Wednesday; Mr. Clark asked 
if our driver would use it or would they just pick it up from Monroe or would our driver be working over there; 
Mr. Janway said he recommended our driver taking the truck over there and run the route under their direction; 
Mr. Clark stated to Legal that he didn’t see any specifiers as to the time in the agreement and if this could be 
placed in the agreement and it doesn’t have to say two days, but if it will be two weeks; Ms. Baldwin said it was  
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limited to a month and they believe in one to two weeks that the truck will be repaired, but just in case something 
happened and as the Mayor stated it will only be on a Wednesday, at most two Wednesdays and just in case, if 
you want to add for a month, it would be four Wednesdays; Mr. Clark said he read it and it didn’t have any time 
restrictions and even if it says 30 days, even though it may be two days; Mr. Clark asked that it would be amended 
to include the time limitation of St. Joseph using the truck at 30 days and they can use it however they see fit. 
 
Mr. Echols asked Mr. Janway if the City of Monroe drivers were going to St. Joseph to drive their garbage route; 
he asked what liability does this put the City of Monroe in if our driver runs over somebody’s property, break 
something or destroy something, who can legally be held responsible; Ms. Baldwin said the town would and it’s 
in the cooperative endeavor and hold harmless agreement, that the town agrees to indemnify and hold harmless 
the City of Monroe from any and all liability; Mr. Echols asked if we could be sued; Ms. Baldwin said we could 
be sued, but they would be held responsible. 
 
Mayor Mayo said it was the same type agreement used with the City of Grambling, they probably had it longer 
and measures have been put in place to address the liability issues and any damages that could be done to the 
vehicle; Mr. Echols asked if we had the same opportunity to go to a municipality like Baton Rouge, New Orleans 
and ask them if we could borrow trash trucks for when ours are down, and asked if we had done this and if this 
was an opportunity that could be considered. 
 
Ms. Woods asked if the agreement should say St. Joseph and not Grambling, Ms. Baldwin said yes.  
 
Mrs. Ezernack said that although we have been having our challenges with trash collections that this agreement 
has nothing to do with trash collections, which is debris left out on the street; this is a garbage truck and not a 
trash truck, there is a difference in the two and do know that we have our challenges; Mr. Echols brought up a 
good point that maybe the city could do the same thing until we can get it rectified.  The amendment was voted 
on to include the specifics of the use of the trash truck limiting the usage to one month, which are four 
Wednesdays.  Mayor Mayo thanked the Council on behalf of St. Joseph. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved Adopt Resolution No. 7269 as 
amended, approving and authorizing a cooperative endeavor agreement by and between the City of Monroe and 
the Town of St. Joseph as per the attached agreement and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no 
public comments) 
 
Department of Public Works:      Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7270, authorizing James Mayo, Mayor, to execute Task Order No. Four (4) for services for improvements at the 
Monroe Regional Airport between the City of Monroe and Garver LLC., and further providing with respect 
thereto.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Clark asked for the funding source of the project; Mr. Ron Phillips said it was being funded at 
100 percent from the FAA grant for the runway extension project. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7271, authorizing James Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute Task Order No. Six (6) between the City of 
Monroe and Kutchins and Groh LLC., at the Monroe Regional Airport, and further providing with respect thereto. 
(There were no public comments) 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Consider a request from 
the City of Monroe Sewer Division to advertise for repairs to the Calypso Station Storm Water Pump #2.  The 
estimated cost of the repairs is $45,000.00.  Funds for the repairs will be derived from the Storm Water repairs 
and Maintenance Account.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols asked which pump was repaired several months ago at the Calypso, thought repairs were 
already made to this; Mr. Westrom said not to the Calypso station, this is a downtown station, bearings replaced 
which occurred during the river flood; Mr. Wilson asked if the pumps were running at Calypso; Mr. Westrom 
said there was one pump and the station is in gravity mode because the river is down. 
 
(d)  ADD-ON:  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to add to the 
agenda to Adopt a Resolution offered by the Monroe Regional Airport authorizing Mayor Mayo to accept any  
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grant offers from the FAA through December 30, 2018, for the Monroe Regional Airport that do not require 
matching funds, and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7272 
offered by the Monroe Regional Airport authorizing Mayor Mayo to accept any grant offers from the FAA 
through December 30, 2018, for the Monroe Regional Airport that do not require matching funds, and further 
providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Department of Community Affairs:    Public Comment:    None.    
 
Police Department:        Public Comment:     None. 
 

       Fire Department:     Public Comment:     None.          

 Engineering Services:      Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7273, accepting the base bid of Merrick, LLC, in the amount of $1,719,288.75 for the MLU Runway 14-32 
Extension Phase I Project, and further authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract for 
said work. (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Wilson asked for the funding source and the DBE; Mr. Holland said it was funded by FAA and 
the airport has their own guidelines for DBE and he doesn’t have a DBE goal; Mr. Phillips stated it was fully 
funded 100% and the DBE goals is 7.7%. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7274, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on Bayou Bartholomew Pump Station low water 
weir. The estimated cost of this project is $344,234.00.  The DBE Goal is 7.46% and source of funds is Capital 
Infrastructure Sales Tax Funds.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments: Mr. Echols asked Mr. Holland what the outcome of the project be; Mr. Holland said it would help 
protect the water volume with the Riverbend being drawn down and may have to do temporary to maintain the 
water volume;  Mr. Echols asked if the $344,000 was a temporary measure to pump water from the River into the 
bayou; Mr. Holland said yes; Mr. Echols asked once the river comes back to its normal level, and the water supply 
maintains where it is and we are okay, will we spend it or is it being done no matter what; Mr. Holland said it 
depends on the river continuing to stay down; Mr. Echols said the estimates are that the river will stay down at 
least until December; Ms. Golden said they are going out for bids on it and it is totally contingent and may not 
pull the trigger on it, will continue to watch the project to repair the lock and  dam but also watch the water level, 
and hope to continue getting the strategic rains, then will be in good shape and won’t need it.  Ms. Golden said 
when they met with legal as to whether it met the criteria for emergency in not having to go for bids, it really isn’t 
clear and to keep everyone protected, want to take it through the bid process and use it as a stand by measure if 
needed; Mr. Echols said he understands if we get three inches or rain a month, then we can almost maintain our 
supply in the bayou; she said very close and if it comes at the right time and place and have been in conversations 
with Entergy about it because it is the pump station that they share with us and it’s likely it would be a cost share 
with them in the event it has to happen and take the measure; Mr. Echols asked if there would be any infrastructure 
that could be repurposed in the future in the event that we end up in this situation again; Ms. Golden said the 
source of the funds if they have to do it won’t be capital infrastructure, it would be the water capital fund, it would 
be informative to do a permanent project because there are a lot of things they would learn from doing it, as far 
as what works, what can with stand the flow; Bayou Bartholomew is a very reliable source of flow, but the 
velocity fluctuates and don’t know what flow it would with stand over time and it would be a useful experiment 
if it has to be done to form a permanent design; Mr. Echols asked if the potential permanent design be a bi-
directional flow versus pulling in one way in the event water has to be pushed back; Ms. Golden said as far as 
what they would be learning from it, the main thing they would deal with is it being a scenic  river and are given 
a temporary permit without as many requirements as with a permanent, that you would have to maintain 
navigability due to it being a scenic river and having to maintain the recreational use; Ms. Golden said it isn’t the 
river, it is Bayou Bartholomew and they are polling back the water that is coming down Bayou Bartholomew and 
pump from Bayou Bartholomew to Lake Bartholomew. 
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(c) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7275, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids for the Louberta Drainage Improvements Project.  
The estimated cost of this project is $202,892.50.  The DBE Goal is 13.38% and source of funds Capital 
Infrastructure Sales Tax Funds. (There were no public comments) 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7276, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Four (4) to the 16” water line extension 
along US Hwy 165 10” proposed water line for IBM Tower Contract, between the City of Monroe and C.B. 
Developers, Inc., for a decrease in the contract amount of $89,068.36 and an increase in the contract time of 155 
days and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments) 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7277, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Three (3) to the Apple Street Pump 
Station Contract, between the City of Monroe and Womack & Sons Construction Group, Inc., for an increase in 
the contract amount of $11,453.29 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments) 
 
(f) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7278, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a Professional Service Agreement with Burns 
and McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc., to provide professional engineering design services for the Water 
Treatment Plant Expansion Project and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments) 
 

    INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:       Public Comment: 
 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
extending and enlarging the boundaries of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, providing for the recordation of the 
entire boundary as amended: establishing the effective date thereof, and providing further with respect thereto: 
(P&Z) (There were no public comments) 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorizing the clerk to publish 
notice of a Public Hearing Map to zone a ±.62 acre tract of land, more or less, presently located in Ouachita Parish  
to B-1, Neighborhood Mixed Use District. This property presently does not have a zoning classification as it is 
being annexed into the city and is more particularly described as follows:  Lots 1 and 2, Square 1, Pecan Grove 
Addition less lot sold Book 2520-404 R#133650 being Parcel #33-1. And otherwise known as 7129 DeSiard 
Street. APPLICANT: McDonald & McDonald Investments, LLC (P&Z) (There were no public comments) 
 
(c)  Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorizing the clerk to publish 
notice of a Public Hearing to rezone a ±.26 acre tract of land, more or less, from the R-1, Single Family Residential 
District to the C, Campus District, presently located in Ouachita Parish and more particularly described as follows:  
Lot 8, Square 18 Cole Addition, Otherwise known as North McGuire Avenue. APPLICANT: University of 
Monroe (P&Z) (There were no public comments) 
 
(d) Introduce an Ordinance adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and 
authorizing the clerk to publish notice of a Public Hearing to rezone a ±5.34 acre tract of land, more or less, from 
the R-4, High Density Residential District to B-1, Neighborhood Mixed Use District located in Ouachita Parish 
and more particularly described as follows:  ±5.34 acres in Lot 1 Section 32 Township18 N Range 4 E. 
Beginning 1711.24 ft south & 200’ east of NW corner, said Lot 1, east 200’ on north line Adams Drive, 
north 1156.68’ to southline Curry Street, west on south line Curry Street, west on south line Curry Street, 
200 ft, south 1161.24 ft to beginning -Mobile Home Plaza #8081. APPLICANT:  Mark Craft (P&Z) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Woods asked Mr. Craft what arrangements had been made for the residents who currently live 
in the trailer complex; he said those who remain can stay as long as they wish; he explained his upcoming project 
was to include building a small building for his insulation and roofing business. 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to remove item from the 
agenda to Introduce an Ordinance amending Chapter 37, Zoning, Article IX. Administration and Enforcement, 
Section 37-130 Procedures, of the Code of the City of Monroe of the Ordinance of the City of Monroe, Louisiana; 
repealing all ordinances in conflict herewith. (P&Z)  (There were no public comments) 
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Comments:  Ms. Joanne Poret requested the item be removed from agenda. 
 
(f) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
amending Chapter 12 Section 114 Entitled “Possession of Drug Paraphernalia” of the Monroe City Code, and 
further providing with respect thereto. (Legal)  (There were no public comments) 
 
(g) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson to Introduce an Ordinance amending and adjusting the 
City of Monroe Operating Budget for the fiscal year 2018-2019. (Admin.) (There were no public comments) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols asked Mrs. Rowell for a brief overview of the amendment; Mrs. Rowell summarized the 
amendment as the biggest portion is covering the pension increase effective July 1 and the impact to general fund 
is $111,000 and the additional indirect impact is $31,000; there is no pension increase to fire fighter retirement 
system; additional amendments deal with the city court of $130,000 adjustment and; there are adjustments to be 
done in the city attorney salary and a request from Chennault golf to increase expenditures and there will be some 
revenue increases to offset some of it; the planning and urban development fees increased and are projecting an 
increase of $116,000 by end of fiscal year; the green team expenses carried through the summer were not budgeted 
in the initial adoption and are budgeting for those expenses; Mr. Echols asked net and some gain, how much was 
being increased on the expenses and the revenue and Mrs. Rowell said the net increase of expenditures to general 
fund was $334,395 and a decrease to the general fund of $17,087 for net impact of $317,308; he asked where 
would the additional dollars be found for that impact; she said at this time, it has not been determined, right now 
it is in the fund balance; Mr. Echols asked Mrs. Rowell if she felt confident through the end of the year if there 
were things that were sitting out in the radar that she would be worried about that could impact the balance at 
year end and she said the sales tax continue to decline; he asked at what rate monthly is the sales tax declining 
and she said it is about one percent and have budgeted conservatively on the sales tax this year and thinks that if 
the one percent decline holds then they will be okay on the revenue side as the sales tax side stands, but the 
pension increase will still have to be covered and maybe cuts will need to be made if don’t have other revenues 
that come in; Mr. Echols asked if the specific line items for the decreases in sales tax been identified, what 
category do they represent; Mrs. Rowell said they have Tax and Revenue running the reports and don’t have that 
information;  
Mr. Clark asked for an explanation of the City attorney budget amendment; Mrs. Rowell said Ms. Baldwin’s 
salary was still being posted to the assistant attorney salary civil line and Brandon’s need to be there and Ms. 
Baldwin’s need to be in the City Attorney Administration line and there are no raises.  Mr. Wilson asked if opened 
positions frozen or if there was hiring; Mrs. Rowell stated departments know which positions are budgeted, funded 
and those that they had to cut some funding on during the budget process, they have opening they have posted 
and they know which ones they can hire; Mr. Wilson asked if they have any feedback on the salary study; Mrs. 
Rowell stated they are in the very early stages and it is an eight month process, the study is looking at the job 
classifications and the compensation study which would develop some type of salary structure and going into it 
no raises were promised and do hope down the road funding sources can be identified to allow for some 
adjustments.   
Mrs. Ezernack commented that when doing the budget, the pension increases are not known at that time, and she 
asked if the first quarter adjustments where the adjustments are made; Mrs. Rowell said yes, they make it then for 
the entire year.  Mrs. Ezernack thanked Mrs. Rowell and Mr. Richards for the nice way in which she put it together 
for them to review before the meeting.        
  
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION 

      AND SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING:         Public Comment: 
  

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally Emergency 
Ordinance No. 11,870, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute a contract with Smith Machine Works, for 
the repair of the high-volume service pump at the Texas Avenue Sewer Pump Station and further providing with 
respect thereto.  Public Wks.)  
 
Comments:  Mr. Westrom said a correction to the name on the contract should be Smith Machine Works. 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
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          CITIZENS PARTICIPATION: 
  

 1.  Mr. Lamar Spencer represented Power House Church of God in Christ, thanked the city for their participation 
 in assisting them with a neighborhood cleanup up in the Booker T addition area; pictures were presented showing 
 the cleanup. 

 
2.  Mr. Tyrone Dickens thanked Mr. Wilson for donating to his event; he is bringing the Dancing Dolls        

 to the Civic Center Theatre to be a part of his community event to help uplift the young people and asked for 
 donations for this event. 

 
3.  Mr. Bruce Richard asked for assistance with replacing his radio equipment due to it being stolen; Ms. Woods     

 stated he could check with the SBA. 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33 p.m., upon a 
motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Ms. Woods. 
 
Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack 
Council Chairwoman  
 
Ms. Carolus S. Riley 
Council Clerk 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin 
Council Secretary 
 
*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; 
also, a recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you. 
 
 
 


