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There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date, 
September 10, 2019 at the Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, City Council 
Chambers/City Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana. 
                                
The Honorable Juanita G. Woods, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order and asked the Council Clerk to call 
the roll.  
 
Council members present for roll call: Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack, Ms. Juanita Woods, Mr. Michael Echols, and 
Mr. Kenneth Wilson. 
 
Council member Mr. Eddie Clark was absent due to family issues as reported by Chairwoman Woods. 
 
Chairwoman Woods declared a quorum. 
 
The Invocation was led by Mr. Tom Janway and the Pledge of Allegiance by Mr. Michael Echols.  
 
Chairwoman Woods welcomed Mr. Wilson back and offered prayers for him and his family. 

 
          COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1.  Mr. Echols welcomed each one present; he offered his condolences to Mr. Wilson and his family.  He asked if 
anyone in his district had any storm damage in the right a ways or roads to contact him on his cell at 366-7370 or 
city hall at 329-2200.  He acknowledged the ULM and GSU football game and thanked everyone for coming out 
and participating, as it was of a great economic impact for the city; he will be planning some fall community 
meetings during October or November and will be bringing in constituents from district one to have meetings 
around things that are being done in the city right now, including drainage, flood control projects, water/sewer.  
He thanked the department heads for their participation as they work to communicate with the citizens, as 
everyone has participated in the past.  
 
2.  Mrs. Ezernack welcomed each one present and thanked them for attending; she congratulated Chairwoman 
Woods on being honored by Transamerica Insurance for a community service award, at an event attended by her 
and Ms. Riley, Council Clerk; she offered her condolences and prayers to Mr. Wilson and his family.   
 
3.  Mr. Wilson welcomed each one present; he said it has been tough on he and his family in the loss of his sister 
and then a month later, his sister’s oldest son passed; he thanked everyone for all of their calls, cards, and 
prayers.  He asked for continued prayers.  He said he has received several calls from seniors in reference to them 
having to renew their bus identification cards each year and asked the Mayor and Ms. Baldwin, if this could be 
looked at for those who have permanent disability to possibly get a lifetime identification card.  He thanked Ms. 
Baldwin for looking into it; he congratulated Chairwoman Woods on her award and all the hard work that she 
does and do appreciate her and the hugs, kisses and calls that she made to him. 
 
4.  Mayor Mayo conveyed his condolences to Mr. Wilson; Mayor Mayo acknowledged the eighteenth annual 9-
11 memorial observation to be held on tomorrow, at the Public Safety Center, 8:30 am, the speaker will be Dr. 
Carolyn Hunt, Walk in the Word Church; he thanked Chief Ellis and Williams and their staff for putting this 
event on each year.  Ms. Ellen Hill announced on Saturday, Mt. Pleasant CDC will be receiving a grant from 
Chase Bank in the amount of $110,000 for 24 months to do training with the developers and promote 
homeownership for financial coaching for up to 75 families that are interested in gaining skills and preparation 
for homeownership, it will be a part of a public private partnership grant; it is a partnership between Mt. Pleasant, 
City of Monroe and Southern University Baton Rouge and work towards promoting home ownership, developing 
housing on the vacant properties in the older parts of the community.  City of Monroe has the honor of having 
Southern’s program, Sustainable Neighborhood Developers is a nationally recognized program and it will help 
people develop the skills to become developers, that will allow developers to build affordable homes in the city; 
this will assist with helping with blight in a different way.   
 
Upon a motion of Mrs. Ezernack and a second by Mr. Wilson, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 
August 27, 2019 were approved; Mr. Echols abstained. (There were no public comments). 

 
PRESENTATION:      NONE.                    
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PUBLIC HEARINGS:     NONE. 
                   
PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:         Public Comment:   NONE. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:            Public Comment             NONE. 

 
  RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:       
 

Council:           Public Comment: 
 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7543, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Northeast Louisiana Arts Council (Brew 
On The Bridge) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further 
providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments). 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution 
No. 7544, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the River Cities Humane Society (Tails at 
Twilight) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing 
with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  Ms. Woods asked that add-ons in the future would be held until the next meeting unless it is an 
emergency add-on.  She asked that resolutions be turned in timely, by 5:00 p.m.  
 
ADD-ON:  (c)  Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to add to 
the agenda to adopt a Resolution granting an exception to the Downtown Rivermarket (Fall Season) pursuant to 
Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect thereto. 
(There were no public comments). 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution 
No. 7545, granting an exception to the Downtown Rivermarket (Fall Season) pursuant to Monroe City Code 
Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public 
comments). 
 
ADD-ON:  (d)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to add to 
the agenda to adopt a Resolution granting an exception to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (Downtown River 
Jam-Concert in the Street) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and 
further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(d)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution 
No. 7546, granting an exception to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (Downtown River Jam-Concert in the 
Street) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with 
respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
ADD-ON:  (e) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to add to the 
agenda to adopt a Resolution granting an exception to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (Downtown River Jam) 
pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect 
thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7547, granting an exception to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (Downtown River Jam) pursuant to Monroe 
City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were 
no public comments). 
 

          Department of Administration:    Public Comment:     NONE.   
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Department of Planning & Urban Development:    Public Comment: 

 
(a) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7548, authorizing Mayor James E. Mayo to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement between the City of 
Monroe, Ouachita Parish Police Jury and the City of West Monroe related to a Brownfields Assessment 
Coalition and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
Legal Department:    Public Comment:    NONE.  
 

 Mayor’s Office:     Public Comment: 
 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7549, of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into 
and execute a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of Monroe and Northeast Louisiana Arts 
Council and further providing with respect thereto. 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols, thanked Mr. Stephens and the Arts Council for their commitment to NELA, and 
working with the arts and cultural organizations and for all that they do to make cultural events a reality in our 
region.  
 
Mr. Barry Stephens thanked Mayor and Council for their assistance; he handed out material to Council. 
 
Department of Public Works:     Public Comment:     NONE. 
 
Department of Community Affairs:     Public Comment:     NONE.  
 
Police Department:    Public Comment:     NONE. 
 

      Fire Department:     Public Comment:     NONE. 

          Engineering Services:    Public Comment: 
 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7550,  authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Three (3) to the various bridge repairs 
Phase III Contract, between the City of Monroe and C W & W Contractors, Inc., for a decrease in the contract 
amount of $10,030.49 and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 
7551, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to the Grammont Tank 
Rehabilitation Contract, between the City of Monroe and Utility Service Co., Inc., for a decrease in the contract 
amount of $344,600.00 and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments: Mrs. Ezernack stated the item was a $344,600 decrease in the contract, and the other agenda item 
was also a decrease in the amount of $10,030.49. 
  
Mr. Echols asked a question regarding removing the LED lighting from the project; Mr. Holland said this 
elevated tank was having upgrades done and although they wanted the lighting, decided to remove it so that the 
contract  could stay within the dollar amount and will come back and do repairs at another time; Mr. Echols 
asked if this removal of lighting reduce safety around the tank; Mr. Holland said it would not, the tank is in a 
secure area now, located at the public works department that is enclosed.  Ms. Golden added, the bid price 
received was three times the estimate, it was out of order and if done later, they would do as a direct contract 
with an electrical sub and it would be brought more in line. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution 
No. 7552, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to the WTP Handrail 
Improvement Contract, between the City of Monroe and Dixie Overland Construction, LLC for an increase in 
the contract amount of $8,440.00 and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments).  
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Comments:  Mr. Echols asked if this was the $110,000 handrail project at the water plant; Mr. Holland said he 
was correct;  Mr. Echols asked if the project had changed in scope or if it was an add-on; Mr. Holland said it 
was an add on for safety, after seeing them at another site, then decided to add them for safety. 
 
BREAK IF NEEDED: 
 

    INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:      Public Comment:     NONE. 
 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND  READING AND FINAL ADOPTION AND 
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING:  

   
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:    Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open 
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed.   
 
Comments:  Ms. Baldwin asked that the agenda item be removed due to the property being redeemed. 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove from the agenda 
to Finally adopt an Ordinance authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of the property 
described below and sell to Patricia Davis all rights, title and interest that the City may have acquired to Lot 11, 
Sq. 18, Unit 4, Booker T. Washington Addition, Ouachita Parish, District 3, Monroe, La, by Adjudication at 
Tax Sale dated July 30, 2014, and further with respect thereto. (Legal)  (There were no public comments). 
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open 
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,946, authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of the property described 
below and sell to Chandra Melacon all rights, title and interest that the City may have acquired to Lot 10, Sq. 6, 
Renwicks Addition, Ouachita Parish, District 3, Monroe, La, by Adjudication at Tax Sale dated July 30, 2014, 
and further with respect thereto. (Legal)  (There were no public comments). 
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open 
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,947, authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of the property described 
below and sell to Grada F. Berry all rights, title and interest that the City may have acquired to Lot 11, Sq. 5, 
Booker T. Washington Addition, Ouachita Parish, District 3, Monroe, La, by Adjudication at Tax Sale dated 
July 1, 2010, and further with respect thereto. (Legal)  (There were no public comments). 
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open  
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,948, authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of the property described 
below and sell to Absolute Care, Inc. all rights, title and interest that the City may have acquired to N/2 of Lots 
1 & 2, Block 2, Brooks Addition, Ouachita Parish, District 2, Monroe, La, by Adjudication at Tax Sale dated 
July 30, 2014, and further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public comments). 
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:   Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open 
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,949, authorizing the City of Monroe to take corporeal possession of the property described 
below and sell to JT World Enterprises, LLC all rights, title and interest that the City may have acquired to Lot 
14, Sq. 2, Unit 2, Layton Youngs Bayou Addition, Ouachita Parish, District 3, Monroe, La, by Adjudication at 
Tax Sale dated July 30, 2014, and further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public comments). 
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Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing: Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open 
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(f) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,950, amending and adjusting the City of Monroe Operating Budget for the fiscal year 2019-
2020. (Admin.) #1  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols asked Ms. Rowell to go through the line items on the increase side.  Ms. Rowell said it 
was some cleanup stuff that came in after the budget was adopted last year, some things that needed to be put 
into the budget, such as part-time workers, positions in Community affairs, additional salaries in Community 
Development; Mr. Echols asked for budget information specifically around Capital Outlay; Ms. Rowell said in 
the special revenue funds, they are trying to fund the line for the purchase of the building that’s on the agenda, 
there will be an acquisition of the building for the one stop shop and the money is coming from insurance 
proceeds; the funding is there but they do need to budget that it will be spent in the finisher line; Mr. Echols 
asked which insurance proceeds were being referenced and said he thought a lot of those dollars were being 
reinvested back into restoring the Jackson Street building; he asked if any of the building was restored and Ms. 
Rowell said what they used was for cleaning and maintaining and they didn’t replace anything; they got over 
one million dollars, it wasn’t seven hundred some thousand; she said there was extensive cleanup 
reimbursement, and she doesn’t have the figure present with her, but the building replacement is over one 
million.  Mr. Echols asked Ms. Rowell to take him back three years ago when they allocated $100,000 from the 
Council to restore a building on Hudson or Bres as a one stop and where did the $100,000 go and why is that 
not the one stop and this now is; Ms. Rowell said they spent about $10,000 or less and most of it was done in- 
house and at the time they replaced some doors, did some painting and some work there; they realized it was 
not the way they wanted to go with this and once she came in 2017, and said this was not the route they needed 
to take with the one stop, and they started pursing those avenues.  Mr. Echols asked what is being done with the 
building that has been repaired; Ms. Rowell said the building right now is being used for storage.  Ms. Rowell 
said less than $10,000 was spent and the work was done in-house; Mr. Echols asked if the new generators 
behind the building were generators that we had in stock.  Mr. Richard Moore said the existing generator has 
been at that building for a long time; Mr. Echols asked if the generator had just been covered up by weeds and 
vines and Mr. Moore said yes, and at one time it was running 6 to 7 years ago and don’t know if it is operational 
or not.  Mr. Echols stated to Ms. Rowell that several years ago, they announced the concept about the one stop 
and never got it going and based on them moving in another direction on the building asked, how much more 
money with the purchase of the building will be spent on renovations; he asked when we can expect to see a one 
stop up and operating.  Ms. Rowell said they don’t have plans yet, and have been talking to an architect, but 
until the building has been acquired and don’t want to go too far having renovations planned for it; they are 
estimating around $400,000 for renovations and hopefully by mid spring or summer, they will be in the 
building; it would house Planning and Urban Development, Tax and Revenue, Utilities and Engineering; Mr. 
Echols asked if the Jackson Street building would still house anything; Ms. Rowell said they are going to work 
on a comprehensive plan to address the buildings, along with Mr. Moore and try to come up with a facilities 
plan, on what is needed to do, either to lease or sell them and some may need to be torn down.   Mr. Echols said 
since no money was spent on restoring the Jackson Street building, asked if the proceeds were being used to buy 
the building; he asked if the plan was to tear down the building that is not being restored; Mrs. Rowell said she 
didn’t’ say that, but did say, there will be a plan developed and they don’t know yet if it will be a marketable 
building, to lease it, or sell it.  Mr. Echols said he is trying to get more of an understanding of general 
operations; he said if $1.5 million is being allocated and then removing existing departments for a one stop, then 
assumes that more lines of business will be added to that to function as a one stop share of services and is trying 
to get an understanding of what the capital investment will be and if there is money budgeted for operating a 
true one stop concept and if there will be more budget amendments coming up.  Mayor Mayo said he would 
answer that and commented, that the Administration is in full control of what is being done and it will be 
communicated to the Council as they proceed in doing it; he said they have been working on it for a number of 
years; he stated to Mr. Echols to feel free to call him or Mrs. Rowell and they can give him some of the specific 
things that he asked for, as of tonight you are asking a lot of questions, pertinent, but at the same time, they have 
been working on this for some time; Mayor Mayo said both sites, the Jackson location and the new site are 
being planned as it relates to what’s going to happen to both of the sites and will be glad to share with him; Mr. 
Echols said in regard to the funds, that this is the first that he has been notified of any expenditures for this or a 
more detailed plan, and the reason he’s asking is to get a better understanding because we are about to 
appropriate $1.1 million and do know there is 400 coming and then don’t know what else after that and is trying 
to get a better understanding, before the dollars are invested without a plan on what’s going to happen next.  
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Mayor Mayo said they do have a plan and that’s what he just said, it will be communicated, and his number is 
still the same; Mr. Echols said, sounds good.   
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing: Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open 
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(g) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,951,  authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter into a Lease Purchase Agreement with 
Chase Equipment Leasing Inc. for equipment purchases and further providing with respect thereto. (Admin.) 
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open 
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(h) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously to Finally adopt Ordinance No. 
11,952, supplementing and amending a previous ordinance authorizing the issuance of Sales Tax Increment 
Revenue Refunding Bonds (Economic Development Projects) of the City of Monroe, State of Louisiana, to 
provide for and authorize the issuance of not exceeding Eleven Million Dollars ($11,000,000) Sales Tax 
Increment Revenue and Refunding Bonds (Economic Development Projects – Tower Drive Economic 
Development Area), Series 2019 of the City of Monroe, State of Louisiana; fixing certain details and providing 
for the payment thereof and entering into certain covenants and agreements in connection with the security and 
payment of said bonds; and providing for other matters in connection therewith. (Admin.) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Nnamdi Thompson, Government Consultants, stated this item and the next agenda Ordinance 
item will allow them to take in the interest bank given to them by Regions Capital; he said they were able to 
raise an additional $5.6 million for projects in the Tower Drive area; Regions Capital advantage offered the city 
2.21 percent and are taking the bonds out to final maturity of 2033, will be paid by sales tax revenue derived 
inside the two TIF District, this is the Tower District; he said the annual payments will be less than one million 
dollars per year; state collections inside the district is north of one million per year.  Mr. Echols asked if they 
were paying off the existing bonds and refinancing; Mr. Thompson said, yes, they were; Mr. Echols asked for 
the current rate on the existing bond; Mr.  Thompson said it was north of 3.5 percent.  Mr. Echols said they are 
stretching it out, paying off the existing bond, and reducing the debt and having the additional  five million plus 
or minus two.  Mr. Nnamdi said, exactly. Mr. Echols asked what the financing fees were, or costs associated 
with this; Mr. Thompson said it would be less than two percent, close to 1.1 and a half percent, about 150,000-
250,000; Mr. Echols asked of that amount, what were the legal fees versus the financing fees; Mr. Thompson 
said the legal fees are around $100,000 and other costs for financial advisors, state bond commission will make 
up the balance of it and the underwriter costs, placement agent to place the bonds with Regions Capital 
advantage, for their fees at .9 percent, and the other right at two percent.  Mr. Echols asked if they were fixed 
rate and Mr. Thompson said, yes fixed rate.  Mr. Wilson asked for the additional bond attorney; Mr. Thompson 
said for the Tower Drive, the resource Counsel is Jasmynne McConnell, underwriter counsel are Will Bradford 
and Eric LeFleur, and the trustee counsel, Ms. Leia Summerall.  Mr. Wilson asked if there were other minority 
attorneys; Mr. Thompson said Mr. Bradford and Ms. McConnell were.    Mrs. Ezernack moved for final adoption 
with the caveat of the terms and conditions that were presented by Mr. Thompson during his presentation  
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  
Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was 
declared closed. 
 
(i) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,953,  supplementing and amending a previous ordinance authorizing the issuance of Sales Tax Increment 
Revenue Refunding Bonds (Economic Development Projects) of the City of Monroe, State of Louisiana, to 
provide for and authorize the issuance of not exceeding Twenty Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($23,500,000) Sales Tax Increment Revenue and Refunding Bonds (Economic Development Projects – Garrett 
Road Economic Development Area), Series 2019 of the City of Monroe, State of Louisiana; fixing certain details 
and providing for the payment thereof and entering into certain covenants and agreements in connection with the 
security and payment of said bonds; and providing for other matters in connection therewith. (Admin.)   
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Comments:  Mr. Thompson said this has the same bond rate, 2.210 percent, final maturity 2033, and will be 
raising an additional $18 million for projects inside the Garrett Road Economic Development District. Mrs. 
Ezernack moved for final adoption, subject to the terms and conditions as presented by Mr. Thompson. Mr. 
Wilson asked if they had the same group of attorneys; Mr. Thompson said for the Garrett Road transactions, 
would be Mr. Manning, underwriting, Mr. LeFleur and Ms. Jackie Scott, trustee counsel, Mr. Bruscato, 
purchasers counsel, Mr. Snow.  Mr. Echols said his questions were the same as the other agenda item, what is the 
current rate to refinance. Mr. Thompson said they are the same, somewhere north of 3.5 per cent, and in both 
cases, the previous bonds were both owned by Region Capital, they wanted to keep the credit and understand the 
TIF districts; Mr. Thompson said $5 million was being paid off and raising an additional $18 million.  Mr. 
Echols asked for a narrative of the bond payment schedule, as there is a five year ramp up before having to start 
paying a higher amount; Mr. Thompson said, this one is a revenue refunding bond and they weren’t able to pay 
off all of the bonds, there would be a couple that are still outstanding, but wanted to make sure the annual 
payment is leveled and in this case, the annual payment will be around $3 million. He said since there are some 
that are still out there, they will wrap around the new money for this issue, and overall Monroe is paying 
approximately $3 million per year.  Mr. Echols asked Ms. Rowell if it was accurate, that they will have level 
payments for the I-20 Board for the bonds; Ms. Rowell said Mr. Thompson has done other deals before.  Mr. 
Echols asked regarding the supplemental Ordinance, it states the issuance does not exceed 13 million dollars 
when all the other documentation says something different, on the bond certification page and why that number 
is 13. Mr. Thompson said that it may be a typo from Council when they typed it, and he asked for the page; Mr. 
Echols stated it was on the Bond certification page and it indicates; Mr. Thompson said it was a typo and it 
should be 23,25.  Mr. Echols asked if there needed to be an amendment for the typo.  Mr. Echols asked 
Chairwoman Woods, moving forward and by statute, the I-20 Board has to report to Council annually for a 
financial and overview report, and have not received the report directly by that Chair, the Board in a couple of 
years now and think it’s time to do that; he said plus, we are about to open an additional $18 million worth of 
opportunities to und in that district and do understand that it has to come before Council before the projects are 
funded; Mr. Echols said it would be of great benefit to Council to know what the projects might be would be 
something of great benefit to Council and asked the Chair, and or a representative from the I-20 Board to make 
the request so that Council can have some future runway on where the dollars are being invested.  Chairwoman 
Woods asked Mr. Echols  about the report from the Tower Drive District; Mr. Echols said typically the 
Administration makes that report once a year and Ms. Rowell brings it and have not had one in some time, but it 
has been within the year, because he did ask them for it and they provided it or at least for the last two years.     
 
Mayor Mayo thanked the Council for their support on the two economic development districts, they are huge; he 
thanked Mr. Nnamdi Thompson who has been the city’s financial advisor for 13-14 years, also Governor 
Edwards and Revenue Secretary, Kimberly Robinson who initially didn’t want to expand on the 3 TIF’s, but 
they decided to allow the City to do it and do appreciate it; he thanked the NELA delegation and the Monroe 
Chamber of Commerce who supported it and others, it goes to show what can happen when everyone works 
together; there has been 169 and counting for both of the Districts and do see some additional construction going 
up in the Tower-Armand Connector and the I-20.  He said they get forty cents on the dollar from the State, and 
the state is generating a lot of revenue and they would not be receiving the revenue if the infrastructure was not 
in place; they have received a lot of revenue as a result of the two districts; he told Mr. Echols said that he could 
pass that on to is colleagues, when he gets sworn in. Mr. Echols said he would be happy to do it. Ms. Woods said  
it was very good. 
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open: 
 
1.  Mr. Robert Brewer, extended his personal condolences to Mr. Wilson and his family; he thanked the Mayor 
and Legal offices for working on it, it has been worked on for a long time; he said this is bringing the local 
alcohol permitting for breweries in line with what the state is already doing; it will allow them to be more 
family friendly. 
 
Ms. Woods stated that she had the opportunity to visit the venue, and it is very nice and to make it family 
friendly is something that needs to be done.  She thanked him for his perseverance. 
 
Seeing no one else come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
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(j) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,955, amending provisions of Chapters 4 (Alcoholic Beverages) to establish a new permit 
classification and Chapter 12 (Criminal Code) of the Monroe City Code further providing with respect thereto. 
(Legal)  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols thanked Mr. Brewer and his partners of their substantial investment in downtown 
Monroe, and do appreciate the cultural amenities that are being brought to our area; he said Councilman Wilson 
and himself have been to the establishment on numerous occasions, and it is being made a family friendly 
location;  he looks forward to supporting him for many years to come, and encouraging many others to come; 
he said Mr. Brewer is bringing out of town dollars, bringing cultural things that enhance not only downtown, 
but all of the City of Monroe. 
 
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing:  Chairwoman Woods declared the Public Hearing open  
and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
 
(k) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved with conditions ?? to 
Finally adopt Ordinance No. 11,955, authorizing the City of Monroe to acquire a certain parcel of real property 
from ROM Properties, LLC, situated in Ouachita Parish with a municipal address of 1401 Stubbs Ave, Monroe, 
La, and further providing with respect thereto. (Admin.)  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  Mr. Wilson asked Legal, if OMCAP would be going with the City to the One Stop location; he has 
received a lot of calls regarding the carpet, and the odor of the building in the area; He asked if the dollars they 
had could be used to replace the carpet.  Ms. Baldwin said she wasn’t sure if that would be a part of the 
committee that’s working on the facility plan or what they plan to do with the building but will look into it.  
Mayor Mayo said he has talked with the Executive Director of OMCAP a couple of times and have been in 
touch with her concerning what is going to be done; Mayor Mayo said she has had a lot of questions about that, 
and did mention to her that as a plan is put together and as Ms. Rowell stated, it will take a while to make the 
transition, because the due diligence will be done to make sure everything is covered including what will be 
done with the building, as well as OMCAP; he said she will know exactly what is going to happen.   
 
Mr. Echols stated that Council just approved a budget amendment for $1.1 million, for the purchase price of the 
building is $925,000 asked what was being done with the difference of the $1.1 million and the $925,000, 
which is $175,000; Ms. Rowell said that plus for some additional funding will provide for the renovations; Mr. 
Echols said he thought the renovations were $400,000; Ms. Rowell said the insurance proceeds were about $1.3 
million and they have another $250,000 from insurance proceeds; she asked if she could present them with 
information sheet; Ms. Rowell said some of the $2.5 million has been set aside to do some furnishings in the 
building; Mr. Echols asked for the square footage of the building; it is 23,000; he asked for the current square 
footage of the Planning and Urban Development and the other departments that will be in the building;   
Ms. Rowell stated she wasn’t sure what was usable at the PUD location right now and would have to get it; he 
asked if space was being increased or decreased; Ms. Rowell said they are increasing, and the Engineering 
building that is being leased is a little over 4,000 and they are cramped; it will be a matter of the efficiencies of 
being all in one place, and when you have the opportunity to lay it all, you may not need as much as what you 
are having to be forced in to, down there or here, but doesn’t know what the trade off is as far as square footage. 
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CITIZENS PARTICIPATION: 
 
1.  Marie Brown, citizen, asked if any information was found regarding the missing sheds over the bus shelters; 
she has received calls from senior citizens whose water bills are $200-300 and the sewer on some of those bills 
are $80-90 and asked that this be looked at.  She asked why the name change on the Powell recreation center 
had not been changed, when it was voted on some time ago.  She said millions of dollars are being passed in 
other districts and 3,4,5 can’t get the simple things and asked that this be looked at.  She said asking for bus 
sheds, people are hot, it’s raining; she asked where the advertising money of the bus benches was going, and if 
it was going back into the sheds, this need to be looked at; she said there are two bus stops by Mr. Clark’s 
business that don’t have sheds; she said millions of dollars are being spent one way, but can’t get simple things 
the other way.  She thanked Councilman Wilson for finding out a lot of questions for him and thanked Ms. 
Ellen Hill for allowing her to grill her on today.  Chairwoman Woods stated this was one that was talked about 
on last meeting and asked him if he had any information on the sheds.  Mr. Janway stated, there are 600 plus 
bus stops, and they have 23 shelters, it was mentioned there were wooden benches, and they come as kits; he 
asked Mr. Keenan to give him a location of where the 23 shelters were located, and he passed out information to 
Council on the shelters.  He stated there are 41 shelters located along bus routes and have not removed any 
shelters since early 2018  when they changed the services route, when the service was reduced and there were a 
few bus shelters that were on routes that were no longer being serviced, and they were taken up and they are 
located at the garage or they have been taken and upgraded other stops within the City with the shelters; the past 
year a total of close to $4,000 just on repairs for damage, for glass replacement and currently have a work order 
for repairs at $2,000 for the same issues of broken glass; he said the information shows all of the bus shelter 
locations, they went around last week to every location during the last couple of weeks and it shows the 
conditions; the bus shelters have not been cleaned thoroughly in quite some time; the last page of information 
will show that a power washer has been purchased so that they can go out and clean them from time to time.  He 
said there are over 600 bus stops but have only 40 shelters and can’t provide shelters for all stops; they look at 
all the stops that have a lot of riders and will consider it for a bus shelter.  Ms. Woods said the sheet indicates a 
glass is out and asked if the glass would be replaced; Mr. Keenan said it would be replaced, all  repairs will be 
made.  Mrs. Ezernack asked if additional money would be acquired to expand the shelters; Mr. Keenan said 
they get grants quite often recently and can utilize the funds as they wish and in the past, there was a grant 
specifically for bus shelters and grant money is available as necessary, but have purchased bus shelters and put 
them on the street in areas where they are needed.  He said they are adding shelters.  Mr. Wilson asked if the 
shelters had power and Mr. Keenan said none have power, but they have put solar lighting at some of the 
shelters, and the lighting has been confiscated, missing; only have a few that are working and can go back and 
look at other areas to add; He said they purchased7 or 8 solar lighting in 2016, and only 1 is working.  Mr. 
Wilson asked if there is an area that Senior Citizens use more than others; a senior called him from an area at 
Louis Locke, and she has breathing problems and wanted to know if the shelters had power, just in case she 
could push a button and ask for help.  Mr. Keenan said all shelters are ADA complaint, but that doesn’t mean 
they have power, but they are close to power lines and if the city wanted to, then they could tap in and provide 
that service.  Ms. Brown asked that they go out and look at the shelters, the benches are deadbolted and some 
are missing; she asked that they look at her video at lmariebrown on Facebook to look at the shelters.  
Chairwoman said she would ride and take a look at the shelters; she thanked Mr. Keenan for giving her the 
locations; Mr. Keenan said the shelters are only so big, they have to be ADA complaint and that means a wheel 
chair along with a bench have to fit and the bench will not be the width of the shelter, if it is to be ADA 
compliant.  Mr. Echols said in the last 3-4 months, that the Monroe Outdoor has tried to fix the bus benches.   
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There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m., upon a 
motion of Mrs. Ezernack and seconded by Mr. Wilson.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Ms. Juanita G. Woods 
Council Chairwoman  
 
Ms. Carolus S. Riley 
Council Clerk 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin 
Council Secretary 
 
*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; 
also, a recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you. 
 
 

 


