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There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date, August 
28, 2018, at the Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, Council Chambers, City 
Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana. 
 
The Honorable Gretchen Ezernack, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll.  
 
Council members present for roll call: Mr. Echols, Mrs. Ezernack, Ms. Woods, Mr. Wilson; Mr. Clark entered in 
shortly after roll call. 
 
Council members absent: None. 

 
The Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance were led by James Mayo, Mayor, City of Monroe. 
 

          COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
1.  Mr. Echols thanked everyone for attending. 
 
2.  Ms. Woods thanked each one for coming out and thanked them for their support of the Council and their 
interest; she attended the luncheon for the Governor as there are great things going on in the State and in Monroe. 
 
3.  Mr. Wilson thanked everyone for attending; he acknowledged the passing of a 25 year City employee and his 
service will be held this weekend; he asked that all would look out for the safety of the children as they have 
returned back to school and he acknowledged resource officers at the schools and asked that everyone would be 
safe during the Labor Day weekend. 
 
4.  Mayor Mayo had no communications or special announcements. 
 
5.  Mrs. Ezernack welcomed each one present and thanked them for coming. 
 
Upon a motion of Mr. Echols and seconded by Ms. Woods, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 
August 14, 2018 were approved unanimously. (There were no public comments.)  

 
PRESENTATION:          NONE. 
                       

           PUBLIC HEARINGS:           NONE.  
          
PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:      

1.  3309 Gordon Avenue (D4) (Owners - Castlerock Mortgage, LLC, Dyck-O’Neal (Doni), Wannie S Ballard) 
Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 
90 days or November 29, 2018, in which to bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the 
structure and clean the lot.   
 
Comments:  There was service as indicated by Legal; Ms. Goree, Code Enforcement officer said there had been 
no communication with the owner, but work had begun on the front of the property and a permit was pulled in 
April.   
 
Ms. Wannie Ballard was present and stated the property did belong to she and her husband and they have been 
working on it as they could and asked for additional time to repair it to bring it up to par; it is a mortgaged property 
and if it is demolished they would still have to pay the mortgage; Mr. Wilson stated he saw the property and 
thanked them for revitalizing the property and asked how much time did they need to bring it into compliance; 
they stated three months; Mr. Wilson asked them to work with Code Enforcement and with continued progress 
that they would be given additional time to work on it. 

2.  3503 Dick Taylor Street (D4) (Owners - James Lewis, Jr., Ocwen Loan Servicing LLC) Upon a motion by 
Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 60 days or October 
29, 2018, in which to bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the 
lot.   
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Comments:  There was service; Ms. Baldwin, City Attorney stated for the record that the property legal 
description should be where it says square 50, 41, 53, 54, that the 41 should be 51 and the municipal address was 
correct and will make the correction in the notice to condemn.  Ms. Goree stated they did speak with Mr. Lewis 
and he wanted to get an application with development to get funds for payment of the demolition and as of 
yesterday, they haven’t heard anything from Mr. Lewis and the present condition of the structure as it stands 
today; Mr. James Lewis, owner, stated they did reside at the property, but it burned on February 2, and have been 
trying to get funds from the city to tear it down and have tried to remove as much of the debris as possible; Mr. 
Wilson offered his assistance to them to make a donation to them and hopeful that they can speak with the Director 
regarding the demolition grant and if the funds are available that they would possibly qualify for the grant.  Mr. 
Lewis stated they received a call that the funds would be available in October. 

3. 1103 South 3rd Street (D4) (Owner - OPPJ) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and 
unanimously approved to remove from the agenda.  (There were no public comments.) 

4.  3502 Church Street (D3) (Owner - Albert & Christine Skinner) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. 
Wilson and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 90 days or November 29, 2018, in which to 
bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot.   
 
Comments:  There was service; Mrs. Goree reported the property was cited by Hubert Murphy, Code Enforcement 
officer, saying the inside of the property condition has been in that state for a while and it looks like work had 
started, but they stopped and as of yesterday the condition remains as it is today; Mr. Echols asked if the property 
was opened or accessible; Mrs. Goree said when he went out it was, but on yesterday he wasn’t able to go in 
there; Mr. Echols asked if the roof was structurally sound and if it was opened in any fashion; Mrs. Goree stated 
that it wasn’t, but they still needed to do repairs to the roof and eaves; Mr. Echols said it is structurally secure 
from the exterior of the roof; Ms. Goree said they went out on the 16th and this is why are able to see the inside 
of the structure; Mr. Echols asked if there was an active permit to remodel; Ms. Woods said she wanted to hear 
from Mr. Skinner; Mr. Larry Dixon spoke for Mr. Skinner and stated he was in the process of obtaining bids to 
get the property to standards and they do have bids and it will be repaired and the roof is structurally sound and 
he talked to Mr. Skinner and in the process of 30-45 days before a permit is pulled and then the repairs will begin. 
Ms. Woods explained him the process of condemning the property and him restoring the property and would give 
him 90 days, and as he works on it they will give him additional time.  Mr. Echols asked Legal if once the property 
is condemned and it gets repaired if someone from Administration pulls it from the condemnation list or does it 
have to come back before Council to be uncondemned; Ms. Baldwin said if they have word from code 
enforcement that they have complied, and the property has been brought up to code, they can file a notice of 
cancellation.  Mr. Echols asked this could be provided to the Council on a monthly or annual basis, once they 
come off the list, to see which properties have been removed from it, as it would be beneficial to Council.  Mrs. 
Ezernack stated to those who came for the condemnations, if they preferred to leave, that they could do so.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:        

 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Accept the bid of Red River 
Pump & Supply of Shreveport, LA for Repairs to the Influent Pump #4 for the Water Pollution Control Center 
(WPCC) Ref#2019-00000010 as recommended by the Director of Administration as being the low bidder who 
meets the specifications of this bid.  The Vendor is the low bidder and meets the specifications of the bid and has 
been cleared by the Tax & Revenue Division.  The estimated cost or this project is $45,000.00 and funds will 
come from the Water Pollution Control Center Repairs and Maintenance Account. (There were no public 
comments).   

 
RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:  

         
 Council: 
  

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7259, 
granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Downtown Economic Development District 
(Downtown RiverMarket) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further 
providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
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(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7260, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (Concert) 
pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect 
thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7261, 
granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (Downtown River 
Jam Piano Bar) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing 
with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7262, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to Christopher Lewis for a Friend and Family Day 
event (Labor Day Bash) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further 
providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7263, 
granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Northeast Louisiana Arts Council (Brew On The 
Bridge) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with 
respect thereto.   (There were no public comments). 
 

         Department of Administration:         Public Comment:        None.  
 
Department of Planning & Urban Development:         Public Comment:        None.  
 
Legal Department:        Public Comment:        None.  

 
 Mayor’s Office:         Public Comment:      None.  

 
Department of Public Works:         Public Comment:       None.  
 
Department of Community Affairs:       Public Comment:        None.    
 
Police Department:      Public Comment:         None. 

        
Fire Department:       Public Comment:       None.  

          Engineering Services:          Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7264, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to re-advertise for bids on Marquette Street Pump Station Project. The 
estimated cost of this project is $299,417.00.  The DBE Goal is 4.21% and source of funds Capital Infrastructure 
Sales Tax Fund and FEMA Reimbursement.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove from the agenda 
to Adopt a Resolution authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a Professional Service 
Agreement with Burns and McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc., to provide professional engineering design 
services for the Water Treatment Plant Expansion Project and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were 
no public comments). 
 
Comments:  Mr. Mayo asked that Ms. Baldwin would make a comment; Ms. Baldwin explained that she has been 
corresponding with the attorney with Burns and McDonnell and everything is just about worked out on contract 
and expect to have it on the next agenda; she apologized for the delay; Mrs. Ezernack thanked her for the 
explanation. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to add to the agenda to Adopt a 
Resolution accepting the base bid of Stripe-A-Zone La, LLC, in the amount of $277,770.75 city street striping 
phase III project, and further authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract for said 
work.  (There were no public comments). 
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Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7265, 
accepting the base bid of Stripe-A-Zone La, LLC, in the amount of $277,770.75 city street striping phase III 
project, and further authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract for said work.  (There 
were no public comments). 
 
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:       Public Comment:       None.  
  
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION AND SUBJECT 
TO PUBLIC HEARING:    

  
(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,870, accepting the donation of real property into the City of Monroe from Ralph W. Brockman, Jr.-1978, 
d/b/a Monroe Elderly Housing, and further providing with respect thereto. (Legal)  
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
CITIZENS PARTICIPATION 
 
1.  Tyrone Dickens said he would be having a suicide prevention, bullying, and domestic violence event and 
workshop in October; he will be bringing the Dancing Dolls for the event and he asked for involvement from the 
City. 
 
2.   Larry Rhodes asked if the water plant had been approved and Mrs. Ezernack said the agenda item was for the 
design and it will be on the next agenda; he asked if there was a bond issue for the water plant; Mrs. Ezernack 
said bonds would be issued; he asked how would it be secured and Mrs. Ezernack said by revenues; he asked for 
the length of the bond issue and if there was a sunset for the water bill increases and once the bond has been paid 
if the water bills would go down; it was stated the bills would not go down because you would have to maintain 
the infrastructure that you just installed; he said normally bond issues would sunset, but this one would not; Mrs. 
Ezernack commented that this was an increase in the water rates to be able to fund it at that and to continue to 
maintain it and the associated infrastructure; he asked how much was the water plant going to be renovated to 
accommodate the twenty million gallons per day in the portion of the bond of $35 million; Mrs. Ezernack said 
the entire amount; Mr. Rhodes said just the plant and Mrs. Ezernack said all of it and are just asking for all of 
what it will take to do the improvements, maintenance, expansion that is required; Mr. Rhodes asked if this would 
go into changing lines, laying new lines; Ms. Rowell said there are two parts to the ordinances, two increases, 
incremental, the first was to pay the bond issue that would fund the water treatment plant expansion and the 
second increase that would affect next year will start pay as you go projects on water distribution which has 
already been doing and but it will fund the water distribution improvements and that increase has already been 
approved as well; Mr. Rhodes asked how much water does Monroe use; Mrs. Ezernack suggested that Mr. Rhodes 
would get with Mr. Benton and make an appointment to go down to the plant, tour the plant and maybe he could 
tell him all about what is going on and what the capacities are; it is a very interesting exercise if you haven’t done 
it and Mrs. Rowell is the financial part. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:41 p.m., upon a 
motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Ms. Woods. 
 
Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack 
Council Chairwoman  
 
Ms. Carolus S. Riley 
Council Clerk 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin 
Council Secretary 
 
*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; 
also, a recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you. 
 
 


