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There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date, July 

24, 2018, at the Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, Council Chambers, 

City Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana. 

 

The Honorable Gretchen Ezernack, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the 

roll.  

 

Council members present for roll call: Mr. Echols, Mrs. Ezernack, Ms. Woods, Mr. Clark, Mr. Wilson 

 

Council members absent: None. 

 

The Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance were led by Mr. Wilson’s designee, Mr. Bill Wilson, President, 

Monroe City School Board. 

 

Chairwoman Ezernack thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and Mr. Wilson for the invocation; she 

asked that all cell phones be cut off or be placed in the silent position and to keep conversations to a minimum, 

as it can be distracting to the meeting due to the acoustics in the room. She stated there are those that are 

present for items in the early part of the agenda and if after that item is completed and they would like to exit 

out, to do so if they don’t wish to sit through the meeting; she commented that Mayor  Mayo had an obligation 

at 6:00 p.m. and when he comes in he can do his communications at that time.                                                                              

 

          COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

            

Mr. Echols welcomed everyone present and he encouraged the citizens to continue to call him at 366-7370 or by 

email at michaelcharlesechols@gmail.com, if there is trash piled up that has not been picked up as regularly as it 

is scheduled to be picked up and he will contact Mr. Janway and his team on where the trash is located, as they 

have been doing a good job in trying to get it picked up; he said if the citizens see grass and debris build up in 

ditches to let him know and he can direct them to Administration to get the issues solved, as all of the 

Councilmembers are present to serve and to let them know what they can do to help; he announced he is working 

on schedules for fall district meetings and the plans are to have two district meetings in September or October in 

the Garden District and in the River Oaks/Belle Point areas; he stated that has been having conversations with 

traffic and engineering and have been discussing speed control measures and are continuing the talks; he stated if 

the constituents know of ideas from other municipalities that will aid in slowing down traffic to let him know 

about those ideas.    

                    

Ms. Woods thanked everyone for coming to the meeting; she recognized Acadian Ambulance Service 

representatives that were present and congratulated them on their appointment of being the provider for Ouachita 

Parish; she stated the District 3 Advisory Council meets regularly and they are doing great things and are excited 

about other things that are starting to come to fruition and they have identified an area that they are looking at 

seriously about putting a community garden, the property was donated and there was a meeting with Mr. Janway 

and staff, along with a master gardener; she commented to the residents of District 3 and Monroe, that they will 

start cleaning up themselves and she will lead the effort and will be gloved up and will go through the trash that 

is out there; she said trash has to stop being dumped in the ditches and putting things out on the streets that aren’t 

supposed to be there and they need to know who is doing this; she told Ms. Baldwin that she will be bringing 

them the receipts with the names on them from the trash and want Ms. Baldwin to take them to Environmental 

court because it has to stop; there are complaints with not having the trash picked up but everyone plays a role in 

this and until everyone becomes more accountable for their areas, nothing can be done about it; the motto will be 

“Think before you dump”.  

           

Mr. Wilson thanked everyone for coming out and Mr. Bill Wilson, Monroe City School Board President for the 

prayer; he reminded everyone of the children returning back to school and asked that everyone would be careful 

to watch out for them and to pray for the children, parents, teachers and staff; he thanked Mr. Bill Wilson for 

allowing school resource officers to be placed in the schools for the safety of the children; he thanked Ms. Jackie 

Benjamin for her assistance in preparing information for his cleanup campaign, “Take the Block” where the 

citizens will be taking care of their neighborhoods block by block; the brochure talking trash will be given to 

each citizen in the efforts to help them understand what items should not be trashed and also important phone 

numbers of the City departments that they can call for assistance. 
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Mr. Clark commented that he agreed with his colleagues in reference to the City being dirty and trashy 

throughout the City and it’s not in a particular side of town, it’s all of Monroe that’s dirty; he thanked Mr. 

Janway, Ms. Roshonda who promptly responds to emails and takes care of things in a timely manner including 

Mr. DeTiege and the men and women who are working; the trash is being picked up after the emails are sent 

even if it is not on the designated day for the trash to be picked up; he stated there is trash from South Grand to 

Mr. Echols District and he has called Mr. Echols about some things that he has seen, the trash is everywhere and 

hopefully we can do better as a City to put in place whatever needs to be put in place; he said as soon as the hard 

workers pick up the trash, the next day in dumping spots, that you still have more trash; he said they are doing 

their jobs and the administration and the workers are picking it up, but it will take everyone to clean the City up; 

he thanked everyone who met him at Carroll High School as he donated $5,000 to the football team; he asked 

that others would get involved to give of your time, money or whatever you can give; Neville, Wossman and 

Ouachita have great support and the school and players are taken care, but he heard some disturbing news at 

Carroll that after a football game the players in years past would leave the stadium and not be fed after a football 

game; he said he is  looking to do some things new at Carroll; he said he has been donating to various schools 

and it filled his heart with joy to go back home and donate to Carroll; he asked those present that if they can bless 

someone with a pencil, paper and or speak an encouraging word to a child and their own child will be encouraged 

as well along the way.  

           

Upon a motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 

July 10, 2018 were approved unanimously. (There were no public comments.)  

 

PRESENTATION:       NONE. 

                       
          PUBLIC HEARINGS:     NONE. 

          

PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:      Public Comment: 

405 Stone Avenue (Owner - Watik Ideal Properties, LLC) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark 

and unanimously approved for property to be condemned and deemed a blighted property and the property 

owner to be given 60 days or September 25, 2018, in which to bring the structure into compliance with the code 

or demolish the structure and clean the lot.  

 

Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack asked if there was service on the property; Mr. Creekbaum said there was service; 

Mrs. Goree gave background on the property as it being condemned by the Council earlier this year, but there 

was a mishap in sending the card and the correct address of the property owner and the owner wasn’t aware of it 

until he came in to get a demolition permit and he stated that he didn’t get any notification and it had to be 

pulled from being demolished and now it is coming before Council with the correct paper work; Mr. Wilson 

said that would be one of his question that it had come before Council and it is an eyesore; Mr. Watik stated it is 

an eyesore and that he needs a month or two; Mr. Wilson said he would give him 60 days. 

 

     ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:       (Public Comment) 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Accept the bids of 

Wholesale Pump & Supply of Shreveport, LA three (3) Variable Frequency Drives (VDF’s) for Hadley Street 

Pump Station Ref#2019-000003 as recommended by the Director of Administration for meeting the 

specifications for this bid.  The Vendor meets the specifications for this bid and is cleared by the Tax & 

Revenue Division.  The cost of this project is $44,653.01 and funds will come from the Sewer Division Capital 

Account.  (There were no public comments).             

 

RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:  

         

 Council: Public Comment:       None.  

 

         Department of Administration:        Public Comment: 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Consider request from the 

Purchasing Division of the Administration Department for Council approve to advertise for a One Hundred 

Eighty Day (180) supply contract of Janitorial Products.  Funds for this purchase will be derived from the 

Inventory Account and billed to the divisions according to purchase. (There were no public comments). 
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(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Consider request from 

the Purchasing Division of the Administration Department for Council approve to advertise for a One Hundred 

Eighty Day (180) supply contract of Petroleum Products.  Funds for this purchase will be derived from the 

Inventory Account and billed to the divisions according to purchase. (There were no public comments). 

 

Department of Planning & Urban Development:         Public Comment:        None.  

 

Legal Department:            Public Comment: 

     

(a) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods; Voting YES: Ms. Woods; Voting NO: Ezernack, 

Echols, Clark, Wilson, not to Adopt a Resolution Ordering and Calling a Special Election to be held in the City 

of Monroe, State of Louisiana for the benefit of the Downtown Economic Development District of the City of 

Monroe, State of Louisiana, to authorize the Levy and Collection of a Special City-Wide Property Tax; making 

application to the State Bond Commission and providing for other matters in connection therewith.  

 

Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack stated for those who will be speaking for or against the item, when they come to the 

podium they will have three minutes; she asked the DEDD representative to come forward and they had a video 

to show. 

 

Mr. Larry Bratton, DEDD, explained the video which would show the things going on in downtown; a video 

was presented which showcased downtown; he explained the agenda item as a resolution to allow the citizens of 

Monroe to vote on an assessment of three mills for a list of their identified projects by two studies done in 2000 

by the City of Monroe and another study paid for by CenturyLink in 2013; he said seeing the project move 

forward would sustain the economic growth in downtown and continue a lot of the current growth; they have a 

strong board and have vetted the projects. 

 

Mrs. Ezernack stated others would be given a couple of minutes and then Council members would have 

questions and or statements. 

  

Mr. Steve Taylor asked that Council would put a three mil tax on the December ballot and there are four taxing 

districts in Monroe (DEDD, SEDD, Tower and I-20) and they all have a funding source with the exception of 

Downtown and there are 5800 people working in downtown and they all live in the Council districts; he said 

property taxes don’t work for them well and sales taxes won’t work because there are no Walmart or Targets in 

downtown; he said there is inadequate drainage downtown and these types of projects are in the money and 

there is excitement when talk is about sidewalks, lighting, cross walks, security cameras; he said an average 

house in Monroe is $180,000 and $75,000 of that is tax exempt and would be taxed on $105,000 for a total of 

$31 and this is about $2.60 per month; he said some are not for the tax because it is not in their district; DEDD 

does not have a revenue source and according to Dr. Eisenstadt that this is the best, first and second steps to 

take, it will increase property values in downtown and throughout the City because it would increase quality of 

life; he asked that this be placed on the ballot and allow the constituents the opportunity to vote and will for the 

next 4 ½ months before the election, they will continue to answer questions and give them what they are trying 

to do; if after 4 ½ months and they don’t like it and want to vote it down, then vote it down and if they do like it, 

then vote it up; he said there was a study that was done 18 years ago during the term of former Mayor Melvin 

Rambin and the study said lights, sidewalks, drainage, crosswalks, housing, arts and entertainment were needed 

and if this had been done it would have been completed by 2007 and are now ready to get the projects started 

and don’t want to come back in 18 years and ask to do it again, the economy is good and it is time to do it. 

 

Mr. Earl Davis commented that he has served on the DEDD board for years and the DEDD was instrumental in 

getting the developments downtown done through donor dollars, and raising the funds to get them done; 

businesses want to come into the area, but they need entertainment and a place to enjoy; downtown Monroe 

belong to all of us and all should bear the burden of it; he stated Mr. Echols comments were that they are here to 

serve and they should serve and place the item on the ballot and allow the people to make the choice. 

  

Mr. Fred Hill commented he purchased a building in downtown since before nine eleven, in 2001 not knowing 

what he would use his building for and it is the old Weeks building and his business the Skent n Dent has grown 

from five employees to more than 40 employees and attributes this to the advancements in downtown; there is a 

lot going on downtown and there is excitement downtown, along with what Mr. Michael Echols has made 

happen along with Vantage; have spent money on foundation work to make things happen and are at a point  
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now that extra funds are needed to produce what they have gotten started; he said if this is done, they have been 

told that the money can’t be spent by anybody except for the DEDD. 

 

Mrs. Sue Nicholson, Monroe Chamber, commended the DEDD Board of Directors on their passion and 

commitment to downtown; she spoke regarding the Chamber representing the business community and that the 

business community pays 86 per cent of the property taxes in the City and Parish; she stated the Chamber sent 

letters  to each Council member asking them to oppose the DEDD tax for three reasons: the proposed tax will be 

paid by property owners throughout the City, but the tax proceeds can only be spent in the Downtown 

Economic Development District and this is taxation without benefits; she said they have gotten a number of 

calls from businesses located in areas outside of DEDD, such as Pecanland Mall, Winnsboro Road, North 18th, 

US 165, Louisville Avenue and each of them had concerns about security, good roads, sidewalks, landscaping, 

and cleaner environments and the businesses don’t want to pay additional taxes to beautify and fix up another 

area,   they would like to see those funds spent in their area on improvements; she said it’s not that they don’t 

want to see the downtown fixed up, beautified, thriving and active, they do, but they would like various issues 

addressed; she said they reviewed the DEDD plan with their governmental committee and it is not 

comprehensive, well developed and it is not strategic; it consists primarily for road lighting enhancement 

projects and only three of them have been approved for funding through DOTD and the fourth one did not get 

funding; she said the other major project is the 2.9 million dollar Riverwalk and when that project is looked at 

and when there is talk about the event center that has been much discussed in the community, that it seems to 

make a lot of sense to look at a comprehensive plan that includes both of the projects, and not building a 

Riverwalk and then having to come back and tear some of it out; it is better to understand what the impact of 

that project would have on a Riverwalk and vice versa; she said the remaining projects, the infrastructure 

projects are conceptual and have no phase zero to determine if the projects are even feasible; the fourth street 

bridge underpass is one that the Chamber looked at and DOTD rejected it ten years ago and at that time, it was 

9.6 million dollars, and isn’t sure how you can do something at six million dollars today and do believe that a 

cost benefit analysis should be done on the projects, so that you can know if it will do what they want it to do 

and if it will help the district; she said the primary concern is and if you talk to businesses in the downtown 

area, and the Chamber has several that are members and those businesses have said their primary issue is 

drainage and the plan that DEDD is putting forward does not include drainage; drainage is sort of an 

afterthought, if they are walking on a sidewalk, then there is a problem, then they will come back and do that; a 

comprehensive plan would address all of those things and think this plan is not well developed, not ready to 

move forward, and would urge Council not to put it on the ballot. 

 

Mrs. Gladys Smith Coward, Chairman of the SEDD, stated she is on the Ouachita Riverfront Board which 

crosses over with DEDD; she said she was asked to support it, but isn’t standing to say that she does support it 

or that her area supports it, but is asking as she asked all to support SEDD with the hotel tax, to just put it on the 

ballot and let the people vote up or down.  

 

Mr. Ray Jones, Jr, commented that downtown has been a major issue since the 1970’s and in 1999 an economic 

development district was created and the reason that it means something to him is that in District 4, he found no 

record of the District ever being created, he saw a record of board members, but no record of creation  filed with 

the Legislative Auditor; there was a four year plan within the statute that had to be put together or it would be 

null and void and it also stated the members could serve three years, there were no provisions for staggering; he 

said he gave Council a print out of information and what the City wide tax would do for the South of Monroe is 

when the landlords property taxes increase, he will increase and triple to make up the difference and do believe 

the right thing to do is to organize the board; the statute had two components, you could deal with the 

downtown property owners taxation and then spread it wide, if the citizens want it, but as it stands right now, 

don’t see any reason why this tax should be going anywhere until the board has been organized and you may 

have to go to the Legislature, because there is a four year deadline on it from 1999 to have a plan together; the 

City Council is the governing body and they are authorized to set up a board to make it right and do believe 

there are four economic development districts in the City of Monroe and do think the City council should say 

let’s organize the smooth machine. 

 

Mr. Omar Elgarony, commented that we have the second highest tax in the nation and this will be bad for the 

City of Monroe, especially business and homeowners will find somewhere else to go because the taxes are 

going up and up; the water and sewer were just raised and people are talking and they don’t want more taxes; it 

is not good for business and a lot of business will try to get out and then buy a home in Sterlington and will lose 

a lot of people. 
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Mr. Dickens, K-9, commented that a lot of people may disagree with what he is going to say, but it is what it is; 

he said he has heard from business owners and some agree or disagree and as a citizen and everyone know him 

as a leader in the community and do feel like everyone up from Mr. Clark, to Kenney, to Ms. Woods, Mr. 

Echols and Mrs. Ezernack feels like all five should put it on the ballot and let people like him, community 

people, make that decision; he said he feels like and hope that he can be an influence to say what they feel is 

right, you can’t make them go vote for nothing and if you put it on the ballot, they can say yes, or no, it’s plain 

and simple and a no brainer, and let the community speak up for they self and said he is a community leader and 

do know that he and the community will vote the way that they want to vote for things that’s right; he said if it’s 

wrong, they are not going to vote and to please put it on the ballot and give the community the opportunity to 

step up like he is now as a community leader to say, yes, I want this; he said when they got elected, who elect 

them all, and to correct him if he is wrong, but the people elected them and give the community the same right, 

vote it in or vote it out and to put it on the ballot. 

 

Mrs. Ezernack asked Council if they had questions. 

 

Mr. Clark stated he has heard everything. 

 

Mr. Wilson said his decision hasn’t changed and he did meet with a property owner and was told that he would 

pass it on to the renters; he said his district has a lot of rental property in District 4 and the people are burdened 

already, struggling already and the rental property will be taxed and the increase will be passed on to the renter 

and it will affect the citizens of District 4; he said on TV 8 to look at re-doing the tax and taxing only the 

Downtown Monroe area and that is his district and also, South Grand, Lee Avenue and other parts of District 4 

and don’t believe the citizens deserve to be taxed when they aren’t benefitting from the tax; the citizens of 

District 4 are flooding and need matching money for pump stations, need matching money for economic 

development, sidewalks, as Ms. Golden mentioned the need for matching dollars; he asked why should he put it 

on the ballot when the citizens are going under water, because the City is waiting on matching dollars and if a 

City wide tax is done, then everyone should be included, Districts 1-5 and this is what was done with SEDD; 

the citizens in District 4 voted on the SEDD tax, it stayed in the area and why should we put the DEDD tax on 

Districts 1-5 when just a portion of District 4 is benefitting; he said this should go back to the table and they 

should look at a special tax, a historical tax, or a lighting taxing district; he said we do not need to put this tax 

on the entire City of Monroe; he said he talked with the guy at the Riverside Coney Island today and he said he 

is totally against it and are taxed out; he said he stated this two weeks ago, and his vote hasn’t changed.  

 

Ms. Woods said she has had a lot of conversation about this and right now doesn’t know how she is going to 

vote and is just listening, because she’s a lot like K-9, the citizens elected her to represent them and for her to 

take their voice away at a time like this, she doesn’t know if she can get her arms around that; she said she’s not 

saying that she is for or against, but is one to believe that the people need to decide what they want and if you 

want it, vote it up, if you don’t want it, vote it down and for her to say that no, it doesn’t go on there, then she 

has taken away their right to make a decision one way or the other; she said she doesn’t know what she’s going 

to vote when she calls the roll, but has had a lot of conversation about it and said she is still making her mind 

up. 

   

Mr. Echols had no comments. 

 

Mrs. Ezernack stated that she had several questions and concerns and do feel a lot like Ms. Woods, that they 

were elected to the position by the community and the community needs to vote, however, she feels it is her 

fiduciary responsibility to understand what she is going to allow to be put on the ballot and do feel like there are 

some gaps and some things they don’t know yet; she stated that she sat as an observer at the meeting that was 

held and Mr. Bratton was there and the Chamber’s governmental group was present and listened to some of the 

questions; she said there were a lot of good questions and concerns and doesn’t think anybody is against 

downtown being enhanced, we realize there is a lot of potential, but what concerns her a lot is some of the 

things that Ms. Nicholson outlined and thinks the concept is there, it needs a lot more refining and thinks there 

need to be input and don’t know if they had it from all the other economic development groups or the groups 

that represent downtown, there are two or three and doesn’t know if they were brought to the table to decide on 

the projects; she said when you have something of this magnitude, they all need to be brought to the table, they 

may have other ideas, things that you may not have discussed and everyone should be involved in it; she said 

one of the major questions that were brought up that day was, what is the economic catalyst or driver that is 

going to result in all the improvements made downtown, because when you say economic development, you 

think that’s new jobs, new people coming into the area and new businesses and those types of things and in 

thinking back, the catalyst actually is the arena, and if that happens there are so many of the projects that are  
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overlapping to that and this has not been brought to the table yet and thinks that it is a little early in trying to do 

that; she said she still has questions about how the process would work, if in fact it did happen and you did have 

the funds and how would it be happening and what the flow would be and don’t think they have answers to 

those particular questions tonight; she said the other concern she has is that the people will be voting, but it is a 

December election and if we don’t have run offs, we aren’t going to have a representative part of the 

community that will show up at the polls to vote, if there are only one or two issues on the ballot, and 

historically, this is what has happened, maybe we could get the vote out, but historically in those elections, there 

is not a greater turnout, so we are not letting the people vote; she said she is all for letting the pluses and 

minuses happening once it is on the ballot, but thinks it is premature and there are a lot of questions that have 

come up and more questions that need to be answered before it goes on the ballot and this is her responsibility 

and yes, people do need to vote for it and those are the arguments made; she said if it was on the ballot today 

she knows how she would vote, but it is because of those things that she doesn’t have the answers to and don’t 

feel comfortable with it at this point, and thinks that it needs to go back to the drawing board and the questions 

need to be answered and all will feel excited about it and there won’t be any doubt at all. 

 

Mayor Mayo stated he wanted to make comments and before he does, he stated that he wanted to take a quick 

poll and asked the citizens in the audience, how many of them thinks that it should go on the ballot and asked 

them to raise their hand, and then asked how many of them thinks that it shouldn’t go on the ballot; he said it 

was half and half, it was a little more for, than against; he said his comments are such that you have people, a 

very astute citizenry that can make a determination as to whether or not you should vote on something or vote 

against something and thinks if you take the same poll City wide that you would see the same thing, some that 

thinks that it should` go on the ballot and some people that thinks that it shouldn’t go on the ballot; he said he 

would digress a little and said, having the opportunity to go down to the bond commission when the SEDD tax 

was up and thinks that all of you know that I’m not shy about speaking my mind; he said there were individuals 

and groups that were against the SEDD tax on the Southside for whatever reason, some of the reasons were 

stated, the Monroe Chamber of Commerce was against it, the Monroe-West Monroe Convention Center was 

against it and most of the Legislators were against it and he was asked to go down and have been around a time 

or two and talked to them about supporting and putting it on the ballot; he commented as he said before the 

bond commission group, the question of how would all of us have gotten here, if it had not been for the people 

voting us up or down and doesn’t know anybody who has gotten all of the votes, I certainly haven’t in four or 

five campaigns, there were some people that voted for me and some voted against me and thinks that we all can 

say the same thing; he said he pleaded with the bond commission, who was probably going to vote not to pass 

it, but pleaded with them to allow the people to vote on it up or down, let the chips fall where they may and 

quite frankly, if you have any organized opposition of anything, that it probably is going to fail and if it goes on 

the ballot, that’s going to probably be the case; he said not to allow the citizens to vote on it and when there are 

specific things that have been pointed out in this measure, the concern that I have read and heard, and that is the 

event center comes up and people talk about the money is going to be spent on the arena and I have said I don’t 

know how many times, that we have not asked anybody for any support as it relates to the arena/event center, as 

it relates to a new tax; he said they have already identified 75% of the total amount of money that is needed to 

do the event center and haven’t asked anybody, but when he see in here that people are saying that there are 

certain things, sidewalks, infrastructure, that the City of Monroe is responsible for; he said Tower Armand and 

all the businesses on Tower Armand and you can say the sidewalks and roads are the City of Monroe’s 

responsibility, but that was paid by a TIF, the Tower Armand Connector and the same thing with the I-20 

Economic Development District, had to fill in a big ditch along there to get all of the businesses there and you 

can say the City of Monroe is responsible for that, but it was the I-20 Economic Development District that did 

that; he said whether you are for it or against it, the people in his opinion should have an opportunity to say so 

and you take away that right; he said now when you have a group of people that say the event center and the 

Riverwalk need to come together and do a comprehensive plan, well that is an insult to me because we have 

spent on the event center, a whole year just about, with a specialized team that has done a feasibility study, a 

proforma and the numbers are real, but won’t get into a lot of that; he said when you have a group of people that 

decide this is how you need to do this and ignore what you have already done and I do understand the concerns 

on both sides, but my position is that you have an astute citizenry and it would be great to put it on the ballot 

and let them vote it up or down, like we always do.    

 

Ms. Myra Gatling-Akers, stated that she works with the DEDD and has listened to what everybody has said and 

there were a couple of things that weren’t stated, that she wanted to run through; she said she moved here in 

1996 and worked for the Monroe Chamber at that time and the whole time working there was harping on when 

are we going to do something with downtown; she said in 1999 the Chamber worked with the City to create the 

DEDD and in 2000, the plan was created; she said when she started working with the DEDD in 2009, she called 

Hyatt Palmer because she wondered if the plan was outdated and called them and they went over it and they  
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asked if she had done this and this and she said no; she said they could have sold them another plan, they saw  

no need to do so because it was not outdated because the things in the plan are the basics of what you need to 

do, and what other cities have taken advantage of as far as grants that they are talking about for the sidewalks, 

the lighting, cross walks and things that DOTD has offered other cities; she said West Monroe has taken 

advantage of them, Ruston and a whole lot of others and all they are asking for is just the match, she said they 

have been in the kitty for so long for the grants and the only reason they are still holding them for them is 

because there are not enough other people that have the match for them to lose their place; she said when they 

first started, the match was 10%, now it’s 20% and doesn’t know what it will be next year, but if we lose those 

grants and all this stuff needs to be done because it is the basics of what is done in other downtowns, we will 

have to start and pay for the whole project and right now what they are proposing is only for the 20% match; 

she said the board has not been taken seriously, they meet every month and they work real hard on the projects, 

a lot of the projects were sitting there before they came on the board, that’s how long they have been sitting 

there; she said she and Larry Bratton met with Kansas City Southern for three years, just so they could plan a 

pedestrian crossing at art alley and they put the planters up because they raised the money from private funds 

but didn’t have enough money to finish the rest of it and Clyde Webb worked on it; she said they met with 

twenty different people that are affiliated with the railroad for three years for them to ever come to an 

agreement of what could be done so that they could take down the road closed signs and am asked regularly by 

the artists, when can they take the signs down and KCS won’t allow it until the full plan is executed where the 

other pedestrian crossing would be there; she said all the projects take a lot of time, if it took them three years 

working with the railroad to just approve a pedestrian crossing, then you can imagine how long it takes for 

everything else; she said they are a part of the Main Street program and she goes all over the state and 

everybody’s Mainstreet, downtown is moving forward and are raving about what Ruston is doing and had a 

conversation with West Monroe and they are going to focus on their downtown and the River because that is the 

asset that has been ignored in the City, the river; she asked in a year or two from now, are we going to be 

kicking ourselves because we didn’t finally start something or will we be watching what they do in West 

Monroe; she said they had a meeting last Friday with some of the businesses in downtown and one of them is 

waiting to open his business and they talked about that if they start doing all of this on the West Monroe side, 

it’s not a competition game, but at the same time, we have to have something over here to keep the businesses 

alive that are in the downtown, because once you lose them it will be harder to recruit another one, because they 

will say they closed and they closed and nobody can make it down there; the people that are visiting at St. 

Francis with their loved ones or sitting up with people and if you had a well-lit walkable community and I come 

out of there and I have to get something to eat and if I feel safe and it is well lit and it’s walkable, I may walk to 

2 Dudes or Iron Cactus, but if I get in my car, I might go home, so you have missed out on an opportunity for 

sales tax and those businesses being successful; she said the Monroe City School board from there disciplinary 

action took a reduced fee, property tax, so it will go down 5.62 mils and if we do this 3 mil, then they are still 

going to have a 2.5 reduction in taxes and no one will be paying more than they have been before; she said she 

also heard something about people not paying for things that they don’t live in downtown or feel like it affects 

them; she said she and her husband don’t have children, they don’t benefit from the education system, they all 

pay for things that do not affect them and are glad to do it, but thinks that she and a lot of other people are ready 

to see something else happen in downtown and happen at a faster pace, because we are getting left behind and 

already are behind and it is a part of the City and it is what people see and this is what we are judged by when 

people come into town and the young people that are being recruited to work here are interested in the 

downtown area and don’t know if we can afford to wait and don’t want to be sitting back in a year or two 

watching everybody else what they are doing and saying, we should of, could of, would of.  

 

Mrs. Ezernack said some of things you outlined about safety, lighting, sidewalks and all are some of the same 

concerns that we have throughout the City of Monroe; and thinks those are some of the things that all are 

wanting to have and are wanting to sustain the businesses in their districts whether they are located in the City 

and this is part of the concern; she said her largest objection is that she wants the people to be able to vote on it, 

but the way it is outlined today, it is just not enough information and too many gaps and it’s quite an aggressive 

plan, but there is not really an outline for how it’s going to be administered once the money comes in; she said 

the point was made as a miniscule amount for people with property taxes, but on businesses that’s a much 

greater hit to them at that point and if you are sitting in another location or some of the businesses around you 

are closing for some of those same reasons that Ms. Gatling outlined, then you think okay, who is going to help 

me in my area and thinks there are a lot of unanswered questions and if they could be answered, would have no 

doubt at all in voting to allow it to go on the ballot; she said it is her responsibility that what goes on the ballot 

is quite clear and people know where their money is going and how it will be administered and what the future 

holds for everyone in the City and how it will affect them in the future. 

 

The Vote was taken; Ms. Woods stated before giving her vote, that in listening to everyone’s comments, you  
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have almost said that you know it’s going to go up and that people are going to go out and vote for it and it will 

pass, and I don’t know if I think that is necessarily the case; she said her vote is based on giving the citizens an 

opportunity to do and express their right and will say yes. 

 

Mrs. Ezernack stated that she appreciated all the comments tonight and hopes that they will take the comments 

and go back to the drawing board and then come back and maybe work together to make sure that we get the 

best resolution on the ballot for the people to vote yes or no and then their job will be done. 

 

Mr. George Newman stated he came on behalf of his brother, Eugene Newman and there has been some hate 

words spoken around in the City concerning his brother and the keys to the City and wanted to bring in some 

information and inform people that his brother loved everybody and he left his words and keys with him and 

told him what he needed to do to help take care of the business and things he was leaving behind and don’t 

know who jumped the gun, but doesn’t think God is pleased with hate coming out of the City of Monroe, that 

word is a sin.      

 

 Mayor’s Office:  Public Comment: 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and approved, Voting YES:  Ezernack, Woods, Wilson, 

Clark; Voting to ABSTAIN: Echols, to Adopt Resolution No. 7244, stating the City of Monroe’s Endorsement 

of Vantage Health Plan, Inc dba Monroe Development, LLC and their Project #20120912 - RTA to participate 

in the benefits of the Louisiana Restoration Tax Abatement Program. (There were no public comments). 

 

Comments:  Mrs. Ezernack stated this was a renewal application. 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7245, stating the City of Monroe’s Endorsement of Hall Downtown, LLC and their Project #20141093 - RTA to 

participate in the benefits of the Louisiana Restoration Tax Abatement Program.  (There were no public 

comments). 

 

Department of Public Works:         Public Comment: 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Consider request from the 

Water Pollution Control Center (WPCC) to Reject all bids from Red River Pump, Fluid Machinery and Smith 

Machine Works for the Influent Pump #4 Repairs due to all bids were nonresponsive and authorize the 

Purchasing Division to re-advertise for said item.  (There were no public comments). 

 

Department of Community Affairs:         Public Comment: 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7246, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to apply for a grant from Good Sports, Inc. of new equipment to be 

utilized by Community Affairs, and further providing with respect thereto.   (There were no public comments).   

 

Police Department:        Public Comment: 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7247, authorizing Mayor James E. Mayo to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the Monroe City 

School Board and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 

  

       Fire Department:         Public Comment:      None.   

          Engineering Services:         Public Comment: 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7248, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on Hwy 165 North Booster Station Project. The 

estimated cost of this project is $2,995,664.  The DBE Goal is 6.49% and source of funds is the Water Capital 

Fund and DRA Grant Funds.  (There were no public comments). 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7249, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Four (4) to the Plum Street Underpass  
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Repairs Contract, between the City of Monroe and Amethyst Construction, Inc., for a decrease in the contract 

amount of $2,844.76 and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 

 

(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7250, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract with Denmon Engineering, to 

provide Professional Engineering Services for the Youngs Bayou Retention Pond Project and further providing 

with respect thereto.   

 

Comments:  Randy Denmon commented the project was moved into the statewide flood control project, but it 

hasn’t received funding yet and it is a seven million dollar project and the money in the project has doubled, 

there has been new money added; they will finish the application for the project but will not start design on the 

project unless it is funded; Mr. Echols asked that with the money doubling in the project, if this would give the 

City funding source for the future for projects such as the Calypso station through this pool of funding; Mr. 

Denmon said this program would be the best for that, you can’t do maintenance with this program, there would 

need to be documented flooding and the project has to reduce the flooding, there are programs for that; Mr. 

Echols said a ground up construction of a new facility that could distribute water from out of downtown  

 

(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7251, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Task Orders for Hunt, Guillot, & Associates, LLC, to 

provide Professional Grant Management Services for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and 

FEMA-PA Projects relating to the DR-4264 Great Flood of 2016, and further providing with respect thereto.  

(There were no public comments). 

 

         INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:      Public Comment: 

  

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 

authorizing the City of Monroe to take Corporeal Possession of the property described below and sell to Kica 

Lowe, for two thousand eight hundred forty-seven and 47/100 dollars, all rights, title and interest that the City 

may have acquired in and to Lot six (6) of Square three (3), Masling Addition, Monroe, La, by adjudication at 

Tax Sale dated July 1, 2013, and further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public comments). 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 

authorizing the City of Monroe to take Corporeal Possession of the property described below and sell to Mona 

Ridley, for six thousand two hundred forty-four and 32/100 dollars, all rights, title and interest that the City may 

have acquired in and to Lots 22 & 23, Square 47, Unit 8, Booker T. Washington Addition, Monroe, La, by 

adjudication at Tax Sale dated June 30, 1997, and further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public 

comments). 

 

(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove from the agenda 

to Introduce an Ordinance authorizing the City of Monroe to acquire full ownership interest of the property 

described as Lot 9, Arents Resub Lots 17 & 18 Stubbs Young Bayou Addition, 118 s 19th St., Monroe, La, by 

adjudication at Tax Sale dated July 12, 2011, and further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public 

comments). 

 

(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 

authorizing the City of Monroe to acquire full ownership interest of the property described as Lot 6, Sq. 14, 

Arent & Gordon Resubdivision Addition, 106 s 20th St., Monroe, La, by adjudication at Tax Sale dated June 60, 

2016, and further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public comments). 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION AND 

SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING:            Public Comment: 

  

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 

No. 11,865, adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana to rezone a ±.21 acre 

tract of land, more or less, from the R-2, Single Family Attached Residential District to the B-1, Neighborhood 

Mixed Use District, presently located in Ouachita Parish and more particularly described as follows: Lot 

fronting 112’ on south side DeSiard Street, depth 85’ west side of Sparks Alley.  Otherwise known as 1236 

DeSiard Street – APPLICANT:  John Miller (P&Z) 
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Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 

closed. 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 

No. 11,866, adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana to rezone a ±5.6 acre 

tract of land, more or less, from the R-1, Single Family Residential District to the C, Campus District, presently 

located in Ouachita Parish and more particularly described as follows:  Lots, 2, 3, and 4 of Block 2 of 

Edgewater Gardens, a subdivision of Bon Aire Plantation. Otherwise known as 4404, 4408 and 4500 Bon Aire 

Drive – APPLICANT: City of Monroe (P&Z)  

 

Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 

closed. 

 

Mrs. Ezernack allowed Mayor Mayo to do his announcements; he recognized Acadian Ambulance 

representatives as Chairman of OCOG and Vice Chair Woods and two representatives from West Monroe and 

two from Ouachita parish police jury for voting unanimously on yesterday to approve them as the new 

ambulance provider for Ouachita Parish and do look forward to some good things. 

 

Citizens Participation: 

 

1.  Mr. Ray Jones asked everyone to think about the beautiful City of Monroe and the golden opportunity and 

the time now to build bridges and make things happen in our City, there is a 6.3 billion dollar economy and 

great things can happen; he asked that the Council would look at all four economic development districts and 

perfect them to make economic success for the City. 

 

Mayor Mayo announced the Bayou Black Rodeo coming this weekend, the City’s largest signature event and it 

has had about 50,000 plus attending through all the years and it is the largest one-day rodeo in Northeast La.; he 

thanked Mr. Johnson and his staff  for working extremely hard and he will see elected officials at the Rodeo, as 

well as community folks there; he said he is proud that he is having his family reunion here this weekend with 

over 200 coming from Chicago, Texas, Hawaii and they will get their first experience in cowboy and cowgirl 

and everyone is invited to come and the Council as well. 

 

2.  K-9 thanked Mr. Clark for donating the money to Carroll and said he wished he could have been a Wossman 

Wildcat alumni; he said there would be a parade this weekend and he will be doing a lot of donating to a lot of 

community this weekend and feeding some of the people that are not able to participate and have food and will 

be giving some away on the outside of the arena, probably Friday and Saturday; he asked that everyone would 

pray for a young lady’s family, the young lady took her life and there should never be that much stress on 

nobody, they will be putting a candlelight together on Sunday in front of Richwood at 6 p.m. and asked 

everyone to come out, if they can; he said they went inside of Parkview and are working with people to get their 

GED; he asked for donations for school supplies and for the area in the Parkview and Trichel area and he is the 

only one that does a school supply drive in that area and ask that they would team up and do what they can and 

there will be security at the event. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m., upon a 

motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Mr. Wilson. 

 

Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack 

Council Chairwoman  

 

Ms. Carolus S. Riley 

Council Clerk 

 

Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin 

Council Secretary 

 

*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; 

also, a recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you. 

 


