Monroe City Council Legal and Regular Session

March 26, 2019

6:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers-City Hall

MINUTES


There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date, March 26, 2019, at the Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, City Council Chambers/City Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana.

The Honorable Gretchen Ezernack, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order and asked the Council Clerk, Ms. Riley to call the roll. 

Council members present for roll call: Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack, Ms. Juanita Woods, Mr. Kenneth Wilson, Mr. Michael Echols.

Council members absent:  Mr. Eddie Clark.
Chairwoman Ezernack declared a quorum.

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were led by Councilwoman Gretchen Ezernack designee, Mr. Robert Johnson, Community Affairs Director. 
COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1.  Mr. Echols welcomed each one present; he thanked Public Works for their efforts on working with him over the last week on several drainage and maintenance related issues for Belle Point and River Oaks; he stated he has been working with Engineering on several items and there is still work to do, but they are making progress; he announced on next Thursday, April 4th, the Downtown Art Crawl, an interesting and entertaining event and welcomed anyone to come out and to support the local artists and the downtown economy.

2.  Ms. Woods welcomed each one present and for sharing their evening; she thanked Greg Smith in his absence and also Rev. Montrell Bradley, Macedonia Baptist Church for having a phenomenal cleanup on March 16, it was a successful event, but she wasn’t able to attend due to a death in her family; she thanked everyone for getting onboard of helping cleanup the community; Ms. Woods announced two upcoming cleanups as a direct result of meeting with various ministers across the city; First Baptist Church has adopted Adams Street and will be having an Adams Street cleanup on March 30th, and the following week there will be another cleanup and the rally point will be the Rose of Sharon Baptist Church, and it will be targeting the Booker T area once again.
3.  Mr. Wilson thanked everyone present and thanked everyone for attending his District 4 community meeting on March 21 at Benoit Community Center. Mr. Wilson announced the passing of Councilman Clark’s Law office secretary and asked that prayers would be offered to the family; Mr. Wilson stated he has gotten several calls concerning SEDD and said he has always supported SEDD and the Southside and have sent a letter this afternoon, that he read to State Representatives, Jay Morris, Katrina Jackson and State Senator Francis Thompson; he said he is hopeful that they would consider his letter because he is not for carving any type of business out of the district and hopefully they can get back to the table and re-look at it, to move South Monroe forward; he yielded his remaining time to Ms. Tiffany Smith who explained her organization, Tiffany’s Creative Solutions, it targets assisting youth  and her upcoming Easter Egg hunt event is to promote the youth and it is scheduled for Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at Clara Hall Elementary School. Mr. Wilson thanked Ms. Smith and offered her a $200 personal donation for her event.

4.  Mr. Tom Janway, on behalf of Mayor Mayo in his absence, stated Mayor Mayo and the City Engineer, Kim Golden were in Baton Rouge and they met with the Joint Transportation Committee about the Young’s Bayou flood project funded through the statewide flood program; it will reduce flooding on the Southside of Monroe; Mayor Mayo will be attending a LAMP meeting on tomorrow.

Upon a motion of Mr. Echols and seconded, by Mr. Wilson, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 
March 12, 2019 were approved unanimously. (There were no public comments). 
PRESENTATION:   None.
          PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None. 

PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:       Public Comment:       None.  
    ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:        Public Comment
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Accept the bids of GEO Specialty Chemicals, Allied Universal, Harcros  Chemicals and Thatcher Chemicals for a one (1) year contract to supply various water treatment chemicals Ref#2019-00000053 as recommended by the Director of Administration as meeting the specifications of this bid.  Funds will be derived from the Chemical Account.  The Tax & Revenue Division has confirmed that these bidders are tax compliant. (There were no public comments).
          RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES: 

Council:         Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7405, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Twin City Art Foundation (Off the Wall) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
       
Department of Administration:        Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson; Voting YES: Woods, Echols, Wilson; Voting to ABSTAIN: Ezernack, and approved to consider an Application by Millstone, LLC (Charles Wyatt & C. Dossett) dba Char 19, 1301 N. 19th, Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 2019 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared. (There were no public comments).
Department of Planning & Urban Development:       Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7406, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract by and between the City of Monroe and Christopher Youth Center formerly known as Our House, Inc. under the State of Louisiana Housing Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant Program for the Homeless (ESGP) FFY 18’ in the amount of $75,000.00 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7407, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract by and between the City of Monroe and The Wellspring Alliance for Families under the State of Louisiana Housing Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant Program for the Homeless (ESGP) FFY 18’ in the amount of $75,000.00 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No.7408, authorizing Parks & Recreation Division to advertise for bids for the rehabilitation of Park Restrooms at Benoit Ball Field, Mount Nebo, Henrietta W. Johnson Park, Lida Benton, and Marbles Ball Field (Funds for this project will come from CDBG Program) and further providing with respect thereto.
Comments:  Ms. Eva Wilson, citizen, asked for the timeline on the project; Ms. Jawaun Downs said they would have to advertise for bids, that would be 30-45 days and it will be determined once there is a bid opening; Ms. Wilson asked if there would be anything in place for it to be completed within a certain time frame and don’t want it completed after the summer; Ms. Downs said she didn’t expect it to be that long, a determination would be made.
(d) ADD-ON:  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to add to the agenda to Adopt a Resolution  authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a change order #2 from housing rehabilitation contract by and between the City of Monroe and 1603 South 8th Street (Bright Construction, LLC.) in the amount of $1,897.85 from CDBG B-17_MC-22-0005-E-411, and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments).
Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution  No. 7409, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a change order #2 from housing rehabilitation contract by and between the City of Monroe and 1603 South 8th Street (Bright Construction, LLC.) in the amount of $1,897.85 from CDBG B-17_MC-22-0005-E-411, and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments).
Legal Department:      Public Comment:      None.

Mayor’s Office:       Public Comment:      None. 
Department of Public Works:       Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to consider request from the Public Works Department for authorization from the Council for the purchasing division to advertise for Spraying Cemetery’s boulevards, drainage channels and levies with an option to renew two (2) additional twelve-month periods at the same price, terms and conditions, not to exceed three (3) years.  The funds for these projects will be derived from the Public Works Spraying Account. (There were no public comments).
Department of Community Affairs:       Public Comment:       None. 
Police Department:     Public Comment:     None.
      
Fire Department:     Public Comment:     None.  
          Engineering Services:      Public Comment:
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No.  7410, accepting as substantially complete work done by and between the City of Monroe and Amethyst Construction, Inc., for the Louberta Street Drainage Improvements Project, and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7411, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on the Bayou Lane Drainage Improvements Phase I Project. The estimated cost of this project is $313,500.00.  The DBE goal is 7% and source of funds Capital Infrastructure Funds. (There were no public comments).
Comments: Mrs. Ezernack stated the DBE goal was seven per cent; Ms. Woods asked Mr. Holland for the location of Bayou Lane and he stated it was off of Loop Road and it connects to Point Drive.  Ms. Woods asked for information on phase one of the project; Mr. Holland explained the project as being work on the downstream side where they are replacing the lines that dump into Bayou DeSiard.
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7412, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on the Davis Drive Drainage Improvements Project. The estimated cost of this project is $147,200.00.  The DBE goal is 8.15% and source of funds Capital Infrastructure Funds. (There were no public comments).
Comments:  Ms. Woods asked for the location of Davis Drive; Mr. Holland stated it was located in Robinson Place, King Oaks Subdivision off of Memorial Drive.
(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7413, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to advertise for proposals for Enterprise Software Program Management Procurement and Implementation.  The source of funds Capital Infrastructure Funds. (There were no public comments).
(e) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7414, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Four (4) to the WTP Sedimentation Basin Sludge Removal System Improvements Contract, between the City of Monroe and Dixie Overland Construction, Inc., for an increase in the contract amount of $31,129.00 and an increase in the contract time of 170 days and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
(f) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7415, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to the Louberta Street Drainage Improvements Contract, between the City of Monroe and Amethyst Construction, Inc., for an increase in the contract amount of $3,035.05 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
(g) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7416, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a contract with Gresham Smith, to provide professional engineering services for the Bartholomew Station Rehabilitation Project and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
Comments:  Mr. Echols asked for the source of funds for the contract and if the project was for moving flood waters; Ms. Kim Golden stated the source of funds was the water capital fund, and it wasn’t to move flood water, it was the basin that brings the water into Lake Bartholomew and it’s a source water project; Mr. Echols asked if this was from the discussions that were had to remediate in the event if we are in a low water situation to push water into the lake; Ms. Golden said it was for to look at the whole thing comprehensively at the end of the service life and a pump is out. Mr. Echols asked for the total cost; Ms. Golden said this contract is for $131,640 and they have seen numbers up to a couple million dollars and before they go far into it they wanted to take a deeper dive into looking into it; Ms. Woods stated this company is the same company that did work in New Orleans during the hurricane; Ms. Golden said it was and they are very qualified as it pertains to pump stations moving a lot of water fast.
(h) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7417, approving authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of Monroe and the Monroe Housing authority for the Berg Jones Lane Plaza Force Main Relocation Project, and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments).
BREAK IF NEEDED:

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:       Public Comment: 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance authorizing the City of Monroe to take Corporeal Possession of the property described below and sell to Patricia Cherry all rights, title and interest that the City may have acquired to Lots 29 and 30, Block 39, Unit 9, Booker T. Washington Addition, Ouachita Parish, District 3, Monroe, La, by Adjudication at Tax Sale dated July 1, 2011, and further with respect thereto. (Legal) (There were no public comments).
(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance amending Chapter 12 Section 181 Entitled “Resisting an Officer” of the Monroe City Code, and further providing with respect thereto. (MPD) (There were no public comments).
Comments:  Mr. Wilson asked Chief Ellis to explain the Ordinance; Chief Ellis stated this City Ordinance brings it in line with the State law as it relates to resisting an officer; Mr. Wilson asked what was being added; Chief Ellis said they added two words, “legal detention”, and the state statute had legal detention as part of the resisting category and the city ordinance did not and this brings it together; Ms. Woods said the two words are being added. 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION AND SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING: 
 Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing: Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed. 
(a) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt  Ordinance No. 11,923, adopting a Budget of Revenues and providing for an estimate of items and expenditures for the fiscal year 2019-2020. (Admin.)
Comments:  Mr. Wilson asked about the $100,000 capital for lawn equipment in public works; Mrs. Rowell stated that she added $100,000 to their capital; she said what they are going to do with it, she doesn’t know.  Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Janway if the money would be used to replace old lawn equipment; Mr. Janway said they are working with Ms. Rowell on another issue for capital equipment and once they are finished, then they will determine how best to use the monies and yes, they will be buying some lawn equipment.
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing: Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed.
(b) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt  Ordinance No. 11,924, adopting a Capital Improvements Program for the City of Monroe and providing for a detailed statement of the contents for a five (5) year period from May 1, 2019 to April 30, 2024. (Admin.)
Open Public Hearing/Public Comment/Close Hearing: Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared closed.
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt  Ordinance No. 11,925, amendment to Chapter 37, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Monroe, Article III Use Districts, Table 3.3 Commercial Districts Permitted and Conditional Uses to add the “Light Manufacturing” as a Permitted Use in the B-3, General Business/Commercial District. (P&Z)
          CITIZENS PARTICIPATION: None.
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m., upon a motion of Mr. Echols and seconded by Mr. Wilson.  (There were no public comments)

Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack

Council Chairwoman 

Ms. Carolus S. Riley

Council Clerk

Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin

Council Secretary

*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; also, a recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you.3.5.3226
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