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There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date at the 

Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, Council Chambers, City Hall Building, 

Monroe, Louisiana. 

 

The Honorable Gretchen Ezernack, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order; she asked the clerk to call the roll.  

 

There was present for roll call, Council members: Mr. Clark, Mr. Echols, Ms. Woods, and Mrs. Ezernack. 

 

There was absent: None. (Mr. Wilson was not present for roll call, he entered Council Chambers at 6:02 p.m.) 

 

Chairwoman Ezernack announced that a quorum was present; the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance were 

led by Mr. Clark and his designee, Evangelist Isabel Powell. 

 

Chairwoman Ezernack thanked Evangelist Powell for the inspirational invocation. 

 

Chairwoman Ezernack proceeded by acknowledging the time for special announcements and/or communications. 
 

Mr. Echols reminded everyone of Valentine’s Day on tomorrow; he announced the community meeting for the 

Garden District Neighborhood Alliance on Thursday, March 15, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Grace Episcopal School in 

the gymnasium; Belle Pointe subdivision homeowners association is working on their upcoming meeting to be 

held at St. Alban’s Church and the date and time will be announced at the next Council meeting; he has gotten 

several accolades and thanks for the project on Deborah Drive and thanked the Engineering Department, Ms. 

Golden and Mr. Holland on their work for flood remediation; they have been cognizance of the resident’s yards 

and respectful; the Rochelle Street pump station project that is underway is a nice project and the work being done 

is nice, as they are trying to keep the roads open when they can, but there will be some temporary closures on 

McKeen during business hours, 7am and close of business and it is a little bit of a challenge to move throughout 

the Garden District in the mid-City, but it will be a good project and hopefully it will remediate some water on that 

neighborhood going forward and hopefully the project will finish up sometime in April. 

 

Ms. Woods wished everyone a Happy Mardi Gras and Happy Valentine’s Day and to shop Monroe and spend your 

dollars in Monroe; she thanked everyone for coming out. 

 

Mr. Wilson wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day and acknowledged the presence of the youth; he thanked 

Chief Ellis for responding to his recent call and email and also for his concerns for a neighborhood watch and the 

business crime watch; Mr. Wilson said he had a concern along with the citizens of District 4 that they would like 

to see the Police department do more in the recreation centers/community centers by implementing safety measures 

as there were gunshots fired inside the building and it left holes in the wall; he thanked the MPD and Administration 

for their efforts because we want to keep the children, community and employees as safe as possible; Mr. Wilson 

said he looked forward to working with Chief Ellis and implementing his new ideas; he thanked Ms. Jackie 

Benjamin for her assistance for her working to make their job easier; he thanked SEDD for working hard to bring 

pride to the Southside and to the City; he thanked volunteers for picking up paper on last week; he thanked Pastor 

Van Brass and wished Mrs. Brass an upcoming Happy Birthday.    

 

Mr. Clark thanked Councilman Echols for reminding him of Valentine’s Day; he stated as Councilman of District 

5 that he would be making a formal donation to Richwood High School for $1,000 and five hundred of that is going 

to the football team, two hundred fifty dollars to the track team and two hundred fifty dollars to the basketball 

team; he will leave Richwood around 9:30 am and head to J.S. Clark to make a formal donation there in the amount 

of $1,000 on behalf of District 5; we are reinvesting dollars back into the community and it is all for a good cause 

and most Council members give their pay all back to the community; he stated he would be leaving J.S. Clark and 

head to the North Delta Louisiana African American Museum, Ms. Lorraine Slacks and will make a $150 donation; 

he said not counting churches, pastor’s anniversaries, that the amount is $2,150 of his Council salary money; he 

asked  Massey Miracle Run to stand and said he would have  a donation and said this group trains at Wossman 

High School, they train hard with Coach Massey and her team and he has for years made donations to this group; 

this group represents Monroe, and they are Monroe Proud going all over the country representing Monroe and they 

do a good job, doing it with integrity, honor and class; we should support their efforts and he asked that everyone 

would join the cause and will make a donation to the organization; he asked those present and at home that if they 

aren’t supporting a youth organization to consider Massey’s Miracle Run. 
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Mayor Mayo acknowledged Valentine’s Day and his almost 36 years of marriage; he thanked the participants who 

attended the event on race and cultural diversity on last week including the good job of the moderators and the 

diverse panel and the two hundred plus community members; people have said they want to continue the discussion 

and this conversation should go on more than in February, Black History month; some of the things that came out 

were outstanding, the thoughts of folks; there were some disagreements without being disagreeable and it was 

good; although everyone didn’t agree, there should be some thoughts and respect about folks that don’t feel the 

same way you feel or we may feel, it was positive; he said there were people that tried to talk him out of it, because 

they said we shouldn’t have a conversation on race and he asked them when should we have the conversation and 

they couldn’t tell him that; he thanked those Council members that were able to make it and will hear more about 

this. 

 

Upon a motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Mr. Wilson, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 

January 22, 2018 were approved unanimously. (There were no public comments.)     

PRESENTATIONS:    NONE. 

                      
          PUBLIC HEARINGS:     NONE. 

          

PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS:      Public Comment: 

 

1.  205 Morton Street (D5) (Owners - John Henry Jackson Est and OPPJ) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second 

by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 30 days or March 13, 2018, in which to 

bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot. 

 

Comments:   Ms. Robinson, Code Enforcement said there was service, no contact with the property owner, the 

property was adjudicated in 2013, a dilapidated structure located in District 5; Mr. Clark asked if anyone was 

present to represent the property; no one was present. 

 

Mr. Omar Ovaruni, citizen, inquired about dilapidated properties being refurbished by investors and put back into 

use by citizens. 

 

Ms. Summersgill stated to Mr. Echols that he asked to give him information for an Ordinance that would give the 

citizens an opportunity to go in and buy the homes before they are torn down; she has a memo regarding this and 

will give to Council and she said there is already a way to do this through the adjudicated properties with tax 

status information given to interested investors; when the City does the donation of the property, it has to be done 

through a nonprofit and all of this information is in the Ordinances; Mr. Echols asked if there was language that 

could be added to the motions that will give them the flexibility to either condemn or go down the path; Ms. 

Summersgill said there wasn’t and once you are condemning the property and it has gotten to this state, it needs 

to be taken down and do know there may be some in the condemnation process; Mr. Echols said either condemned 

or declare it as a blighted property and it goes down that path; Mr. Echols said the structure looks like it could be 

rehabilitated and put back into good purpose and there are some properties that they look at that are beyond repair; 

he said going forward and having the tool when it was passed a year or two ago need to be used; Mayor Mayo 

said there has to be a plan of action for anyone that wants to have a cooperative endeavor agreement or to sell, to 

say what they are going to do with it and have that plan and he is not going to approve a sale or donation without 

there being a plan of action because he doesn’t want it to just sit there and continue to be more blighted; Mr. 

Echols asked about the reach back provision and if the current blight ordinance had it to have actionable items to 

six months in and have to have engineering and business permits that you need to get the project going and then 

within a year later have the project; Ms. Summersgill said that is in the blight part now and they are looking at 

some things; Mr. Wilson asked Ms. Summersgill even though the property is being condemned that the property 

owner still have time to bring it into compliance and she said yes; he said he doesn’t want people to think that 

since they are condemning that they will go out and tear the house down tomorrow, that as long as they are 

working with code enforcement and are working to be in compliance and will do what is needed to get the house 

in compliance; Ms. Summersgill said there may be investors who see the properties when they are brought up for 

condemnation to inquire about them and the owner may sell the properties to them for $500 or whatever amount 

and then they would be the owner and then have the opportunity to bring it back up to code; Ms. Robinson said 

it was an adjudicated property and she is requesting that it be declared blight, it is still redeemable; Ms. 

Summersgill asked if it was being condemned and Ms. Robinson said yes and to be declared blighted; Mr. Clark 

said he didn’t want it to be declared blighted, that it needed to go and it needs to be torn down; he said for those 

who don’t know the area, there are houses falling down and people in the area want the houses gone and wants  
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to leave his motion as it is; he said there may be other properties that come along that can be put back into 

commerce; Ms. Summersgill said there is a different process on blighted properties and Mr. Clark said this 

property is not one that he can see that could go back into commerce. 

 

2. 405 Parker Street (D4) (Owner - Winnie L. Harris) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and 

unanimously approved for property owner to be given 60 days or April 13, 2018, in which to bring the structure 

into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot. 

 

Comments:   Ms. Robinson said the property owner did contact their office, September 7, 2017 and stated that 

she was ill and would try to start working on repairs when she got the funds and as of today no other contact with 

her and no permits taken out and nothing has been done with the property; service made in their office and Legal; 

Mr. Wilson asked the property owner, what were her plans; she said she has been ill for 2 years, and is getting 

better but is still under the doctor and in speaking with Mr. Berry, he told her what needed to be done and started 

working on it and got ill again; her intentions are to bring it up to code, to clean up around it and make it usable 

for her; Mr. Wilson said Pastor Johnson was present and he visited Parker Street and the residences there and for 

the last couple of years the neighbor has had to pour gasoline around her house to protect her property from the 

rodents that were coming from the trailer and the house and she called Mayor Mayo and spoke with him about 

the problem with the rodents. 

 

3. 403 Parker Street (D4) (Owner - Winnie L. Harris) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and 

unanimously approved for property owner to be given 60 days or April 13, 2018, in which to bring the structure 

into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot. 

 

Comments:   Ms. Robinson said there was service and added that both cases have been ongoing and courthouses 

as well; the City of Monroe has liens placed against the properties; Mr. Wilson said he has been dealing with the 

properties for a couple of years and public works have received calls regarding the properties when the grass was 

high and time will be given to bring the property into compliance; Mr. Wilson gave Ms. Harris his number to call 

him to assist with them moving forward. 

 

4. 712 McGee Street (D5) (Owner - Martha Williams Cloman) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. 

Wilson and unanimously approved for property owner to be given 60 days or April 13, 2018, in which to bring 

the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot. 

 

Comments:   Ms. Summersgill said there was service and Ms. Robinson said Code Enforcement also had service; 

Ms. Robinson said they have had contact with the property owner and Mr. Roy Cloman was called on behalf of 

her and advised to make repairs to all the damaged sills and what to do to bring it up to code, and as of today 

compliance hasn’t been met, and not permits pulled; Mr. Roy Cloman, was present and stated the property was 

his; Mr. Clark asked him his plans for the property and Mr. Cloman said when the weather gets better, he will get 

the sills replaced and up to code and rent it out; Mr. Clark asked Ms. Robinson how long had the property been 

in that shape; she said the case started on August 28, 2017; Mr. Clark asked what had been done and Ms. Robinson 

asked Mr. Cloman what had he done and he said he mowed the yard and fixed the roof; Mr. Clark asked Ms. 

Robinson had anything been done from the Code Enforcement view; she said no and he needed to have come into 

their office and brought plans in on what he would do, he needed to have taken out permits to make repairs to the 

roof. 

 

5. 1308 South 3rd Street (D4) (Owner - Christopher Michael Irby) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. 

Echols and unanimously approved to remove property item from the agenda.  (There were no public comments.) 

 

Comments:   Mr. Wilson and Ms. Woods asked why was it being removed from the agenda; Ms. Robinson said 

they were removed to notify the new property people involved; the ownership didn’t change there were extra 

persons added to the deed at 1504 South 3rd Street and there was a tax sale change for the 1308 South 3rd Street 

property; Mr. Wilson said neighbors were concerned about the 1504 South 3rd Street property because people are 

walking through the alleys and someone may be sleeping in the house and it was a safety concern; Ms. Robinson 

said the properties would be coming back before Council.  

 

6. 1504 South 3rd Street (D4) (Owners - Lena Baskin & M.G. Schempf) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by 

Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to remove property item from the agenda.  (There were no public 

comments.) 
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ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:        Public Comment 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to accept the bid of 

Ameripride Supply of Monroe, LA for multi-purpose mats and cleaning supplies for the Public Works Department 

Ref.#20185-00000031 as recommended by the Director of Administrator as being the low bidder.  The Vendor 

meet the specification for this bid and is cleared by the Tax and Revenue Division.  (There were no public 

comments.) 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to accept the bids of Smitty’s 

Supply, Inc., of Shreveport, LA and Lott Oil Co., of Monroe, LA for a one hundred eighty (180) day supply 

contract for Petroleum Products Ref.#2018-00000031 as recommended by the Director of Administration for 

complying and meeting the specifications.  The Vendors meet the specifications of this bid and are cleared by the 

Tax and Revenue Division. (There were no public comments.) 

 

          RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:  

         

 Council: Public Comment:  

              

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7122 of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, authorizing a contract with Allen, Green & 

Williamson, LLP for the Financial and Compliance Audit for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2017 and further 

providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7123 of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, authorizing a contract with Allen, Green & 

Williamson, LLP to provide and apply the State Wide Agreed Upon Procedures from the Louisiana Legislative 

Auditor for the Financial and Compliance Audit for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2018 and further providing 

with respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(c) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7124, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Downtown Economic Development District 

(the Downtown Rivermarket) pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and 

further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments.) 

 

         Department of Administration:       Public Comment: 

     

(a) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Mr. Echols, Voting YES: Clark, Ezernack, Echols; Voting NO: 

Wilson, Woods and approved to consider an application by Naseem Corporation dba Quick & Easy#2, 

Winnsboro Rd., Monroe, LA 71203 for the transfer of the 2018 Class B Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe 

Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report 

Cleared. (Item was passed over at the last meeting.) 

 

Comments:   Mr. Omar Ogani, citizen, said the owner will be moving his business across the street to the new 

building and it not a new liquor license and its already in the State of Louisiana; Mr. Acu Lasala, owner of the  

502 Winnsboro Road business said they are using the same license that they have across the street, the license 

was transferred to the new location; Mrs. Ezernack stated the paperwork was for a new application and asked if 

tax and revenue could speak on subject; Ms. Ruby Whitfield, Tax and Revenue stated that it was a new application 

when he first started off and when he got with the State he decided he would leave the name and just transfer over 

to the other location and as reported to the Council it was new at that time and he hasn’t renewed his license for 

WGG’s; Ms. Woods asked if it was going to be a transfer and said WGG’s is open now and it’s across the street; 

she asked if they would still be able to serve liquor with the transfer at WGG; the owner said no, they are going 

to move and all the licenses will be moved across the street and the lease will end this year; his landlord is going 

to take over the store and they will move across the street and they will take everything with them and they are 

upgrading the other store and it has the same business name and are changing the trade name and address; Ms. 

Woods asked them when they move across the street will WGG still be selling liquor and he said they are selling 

it right now and when they get the license for the other building it will be transferred; Ms. Woods asked if WGG 

wouldn’t be selling and Quick and Easy would be selling liquor; he said they won’t be involved in the store and 

when they move from WGG’s somebody else is taking over as they are only leasing WGG’s; Ms. Woods said 

somebody will probably come in and sell liquor at WGG’s and he said he couldn’t say; Mr. Clark said he was  
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adamant about giving a new liquor license at the last Council meeting; the Southside residential area of town is 

inundated with liquor stores, a strip club, bingo halls, check cashing, tire shops and it’s awful and the current item 

states the liquor application is for a new license; if it is a transfer then it need to be amended and allow the owner 

to transfer his license from WGG’s to across the street; he said if someone comes and wants to lease Mr. 

Dalawhal’s building and come before Council with a new liquor license, it will not make it; the kids that walk to 

school are seeing nothing but liquor stores, strip club is open at night, bingo halls, check cashing, tire shops and 

no other place in Monroe is allowing this to happen and it is time for the people of South Monroe to start standing 

up and demanding some viable businesses to come; you will not see this type going on in North Monroe and if 

you do there will be strong opposition, and at some point someone must say enough is enough in South Monroe; 

he said when it came before Council it was stated if it was a transfer, it would be okay, but if someone tries to 

open up another liquor store with a new license, you may want to tell them it may not make it, people are tired; 

SEDD tax was passed and the people who voted were in favor of developing the area and when I come off 

Council, I will be one developing this area as well; someone has to go out and get a grocery store, a strip mall; 

we can’t go North, East, West and no one wants to come South because they think everything is bad and it’s not 

true; Mr. Clark asked that the item be amended properly; Mrs. Ezernack withdrew her initial motion and Mr. 

Echols his second and she remade her motion; Mr. Dickens said the owner was the first one that he reached out 

to and asked him for water donations and he is trying to do something positive, he can’t go on the Northside and 

he is giving back to the community and if someone is trying to establish a business on the Southside, they will be 

shut down and to take into consideration what the owner has done for the community; Mr. Clark said he will be 

looking for the owner to reinvest more than just water back into the community; he said it is up to the people in 

the neighborhood to say no to more liquor stores or another bingo hall and it’s not fair to inundate more of this in 

one area of town and the area needs more sustained development putting more people to work; Mr. Clark thanked 

Mr. Wilson on his efforts to have Mac’s pave their parking lot although the Southside citizens were spending a 

lot of money at the business and aren’t looking for money to be sucked out of the community but for it to be 

injected back into the community.  

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to pass over item 

until next Council meeting to consider an application by KK Spirits LLC. (Kumar Khadaka) dba Smokers 

Oasis, Jackson St., Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 2018 Class B Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police 

Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared. 

(There were no public comments.) 

 

Comments:   Mr. Clark said he will have questions because this is another liquor store in District 5 on Jackson 

Street where there are half way houses; he asked if it was a renewal or a new and the location; Ms. Ruby Whitfield, 

Tax and Revenue said it was a new owner taking over at the old Central Bank building on Jackson Street and it 

was a liquor store already, but the State closed it up last year; Mr. Clark asked why did the State close it and Ms. 

Whitfield said the owner had a warrant; he asked were there setback requirements for a liquor store to be within 

so many feet of a half-way house; she said 300 feet of a church, school or playground; Ms. Woods asked how 

long had it been closed; Ms. Whitfield said it has been closed since September 2017 by the State  and they didn’t 

renew their license and they may not do it this year; Mr. Clark asked if the owner of this business was present and 

Ms. Whitfield said he was asked to be present at the meeting; Mr. Clark said he wants to see the owner because 

if there was a situation with the previous owner and if this is a cousin or someone else, then now the shell game 

is being played and asked that this would be passed over until the owner comes to Council meeting and speak to 

Council as this would be respectful; to see if there is any relation and if it is a cousin or a brother and the other 

brother with the warrant is operating from the freezer; Initial motions and seconds were withdrawn and new 

motion to pass over item until the next Council meeting with the notice getting to the owner to be present.   

 

(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to consider an 

application by Marquita Whitfield dba Treasures Bar and Lounge, Winnsboro Rd., Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 

2018 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales 

Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared. 

 

Comments:   Ms. Ruby Whitfield said this applicant was not related to her and the owner Ms. Marquita was 

present; Mr. Clark said his good friend was also present and asked him to state his name for the record and he 

stated his name was James Jackson; Mr. Clark said he also owned a car lot on Winnsboro Road taking an old area 

and did something nice by having a dealership there and do applaud him; Mr. Clark asked them give details on 

their business; Mr. Jackson said the business would be similar to a Dave and Busters and it’s something fun to do 

where people can play basketball, shoot pool, arcade games and it’s located at 1010 Winnsboro Road; Mr. Clark 

asked what days and times would the business be open and to what ages; Mr. Jackson said the ages would be 25  
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and up, and they didn’t have specific days right now, but it would be more like a happy hour from 5pm-10pm or 

12 maybe and five days a week; it is located in the City; Mr. Clark asked if he was leasing the building and he 

said he was leasing it for five years; Mr. Clark said this is a catch 22 that they get put in as he was telling 

Councilman Wilson because they have never been in business as having a lounge and haven’t had any shootings 

like the bar on North 3rd Street where the City Council and others ended up in court where the court ruled that 

they could close North 4th Street because it is a nuisance to the community, where condoms were being left in 

driveways, bullet fragments in people homes; he said the catch 22 here is that even though we are tired of liquor 

stores, this man has a new business and there is nothing to disqualify him on if they ended up in district court and 

this is where we are as far as the City saying that we would put a moratorium on liquor stores, but this owner has 

gotten open yet and it’s not record of their being complaints of gun violence, people hanging out in the parking 

lot; hopeful that you will run this business the manner in which the car lot business is being run; he said to keep 

in mind that you are careful to protect your license and to make sure that your patrons are getting out timely and 

not disrupting the community or become a nuisance to this area to avoid any problems. 

 

Mr. Charles Theus, Executive Director of SEDD, thanked the Council for being a guardian of those wanting 

liquor licenses, strip clubs; he commented that he went to the business and told the owner he was against it before 

going into the business, but after going inside and seeing the business, it is a very good entertainment business 

and not just a bar for liquor, it is very respectable and clean and the owner is conscientious about the surrounding 

and we need more like this young owner and encouraged more minority Blacks to go into business and do support 

the business. 

 

Ms. Marie Brown, citizen, asked Council to put a moratorium on the clubs and asked how could anything else 

come to the south side of Monroe if there are nothing but liquor stores; thinks that Monroe is creating alcoholics 

in Monroe and that something need to be done to combat that problem; the owners of the club may do the right 

thing but it is in the middle of community and it is just one more liquor store and at some point we need to stop 

the tire stores and liquor stores and they are not needed after tonight. Mr. Clark complemented Mr. Jackson on 

being young and wanting to do something in the community and is doing a good service with the car dealership; 

we are looking for young people like Mr. Jackson to do more positive things in the community and to save it.  Mr. 

Echols asked that the administration would work with Mr. Theus and business owners that are on Winnsboro and 

parts of the area of the Southside that are being redeveloped; we can shape and shift for good things to happen in 

different parts of our City with the appropriate zoning standards and asked if they would come up with a think 

tank, a group to come up with some better ideas on where you want certain types of businesses and we can adopt 

that into the City’s plan and zoning ordinances of our City and this would help the Council to have 

recommendations for both the business owners, SEDD and the Administration to better plan for better outcomes. 

Ms. Woods said it is a good thing that the business would resemble a Dave and Busters as it is a wonderful place 

to visit and to partake with friends and if this is the way it is going to be, it is a nice idea and is interested in 

coming down and looking at it and would like to see a Dave and Busters come to Monroe, it is family oriented; 

she asked if they would have food and they said not right now, it’s a process.  Mayor Mayo said there were 200-

300 folks after the new year to renew their licenses for liquor and the fact is there are more liquor licenses in other 

areas than on the Southside; he asked who wants that around them in the neighborhoods and do understand that; 

he said in looking at what happened tonight, one business owner was chastised and then we are glorifying another 

business owner with the same thing, they will both be selling liquor; he applauded Mr. Jackson because he does 

have a great business on the Southside and an outstanding man and trying to do good things, but when we all took 

the oath of office, you can’t legislate morality and when we took the oath of office, we said we would be impartial 

and when there are no disqualifying records and those business owners are doing what they are supposed to be 

doing and they bring it before the Administration first and then it goes to the Council and we can’t put anything 

in place to bar or redline or discriminate from one business to the next; he said he do have a problem trying to 

throw it back at the administration to say that something different need to be done; we say that we want 

entertainment district in different places for the citizens and then we turn around and do something totally  

different; he said it is disconcerting to see more liquor stores and guarantee you just like anything else, they won’t 

put a liquor store in the area if it is not going to be successful, they have done their study and due diligence, just 

like they aren’t going to put other things in other areas whether it’s hair products, nails, beauty shops or whatever 

the case; if they are voted down and there are no disqualifying records, the lawsuit comes next and if you don’t 

want liquor on the Southside, then don’t buy it.  Mr. Wilson said in speaking with the legal department regarding 

the abandoned signs that have been on Winnsboro Road for years and they would be looking at tightening up this 

issue and the area so that it can look like a Forsythe Road.  
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(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to consider an Application 

by El Paso Monroe, LLC (Ruben Chavez) dba El Paso Mexican Grill, Sterlington Rd., Monroe, LA 71203 for a 

New 2018 Class A Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and 

Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared.  (There were no public comments.) 

 

(e)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to consider an Application 

by Walgreen Louisiana Co., Inc. dba Rite-Aid #7337, 1801 Louisville Ave., Monroe, LA 71203 for a New 2018 

Class B Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax 

has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared. 

 

Comments:   Ms. Jena McCarty, store manager for Rite Aid and it’s soon to be Walgreens; Melissa, store manager 

for the Louisville store were present.  Ms. Woods said on another one that was passed, the store owner was 

required to be present and going forward someone from the businesses need to be present when issuing the liquor 

licenses and when doing it for one group, need to do it for all because we passed over somebody because the 

person wasn’t present and we said we wanted to put eyes on them; Ms. Whitfield said all new applicants are 

notified of the meeting date and time and that they need to be present; Ms. Summersgill said in a case like 

Walgreens, there may not be a particular owner and Ms. Woods said she understands like a Walgreens, but like 

an El Paso, a new restaurant that is here, then someone need to be present from the restaurant to lay eyes on them 

like we wanted to lay eyes on the person at K and K or Kay spirits; Ms. Whitfield said that Walgreens did call 

today to make sure that their store managers were present in case there were questions.  Mr. Clark told the store 

managers from Walgreen to relay the message that the Southside would like a Walgreens on 165 by pass and that 

if needed they would formulate a plan. 

 

(f)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to consider an Application 

by Walgreen Louisiana Co., Inc. dba Rite-Aid #7336, 2323 Forsythe Ave., Monroe, LA 71203 for a New 2018 

Class B Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax 

has been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(g) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to consider an Application 

by Walgreen Louisiana Co., Inc. dba Rite-Aid #7397, 7836 DeSiard St., Monroe, LA 71203 for a New 2018 Class 

B Alcoholic Beverage Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has 

been Cleared, CO-Cleared, Distance Report Cleared. (There were no public comments.) 

 

Department of Planning & Urban Development:     Public Comment: 

 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to consider a request from 

Fred’s #2380, 2350 Sterlington Rd., for a Major Conditional Use Permit authorizing the use of the existing structure 

(2350 Sterlington Road) to sell alcohol for off-premise consumption. The Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance allows 

alcohol sales for off-premise consumption as a Major Conditional Use in the B-3 General Business/Commercial 

District. Major Conditional Uses are those uses that require another level of approval, therefore this request comes 

before the City Council for their approval in addition to that of the Planning Commission. 
 

Comments:   Ms. Summersgill said that she would be leaving soon and wants Council to keep one thing in mind; 

when you see major conditional use, that tells you if you will go back to the place on Winnsboro Toad, they had 

to have a major conditional use to sell liquor off premises, it was approved by council and after that major 

conditional use, it has to come back to Council for a liquor license and this is where you bring in things like 

businesses and churches, all that kind of stuff; whether or not the person who is applying for a license is qualified 

under the State law, if it has any criminal record, those types of things, you can deny that person his license; when 

you see major conditional use, and Fred is like a Walgreens and we know where these places are located, and 

when you someone is asking you for a major conditional use, that should bring your ears up, because once you 

allow that major conditional use and you’ve allowed the sale of alcohol or the right to sell it in an area where it is 

not otherwise allowed, you have a right not to allow it to be served or sold in that neighborhood, but when you 

grant a major conditional use and unless that person doesn’t qualify through the State law, you can’t deny him a 

license; what citizens don’t understand with a major conditional use is in Monroe where if you buy a piece of 

property, that you have an absolute right to sell alcohol in that store, unless you don’t qualify through the State 

law, then this Council can’t deny the liquor license, that’s when you would end up in court and would lose because 

they are qualified for everything; it is only when you issue the permits, and they are in there and when they come 

back for the renewals, that is when you get to bring up all the things about fighting, noise and loudness, that you 

can deny a renewal, with disqualifying records; the major conditional uses have to go through the planning  
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commission when someone goes to them wanting to sell alcohol at their business and want to open up a business, 

but can’t do it because it is zoned this way, and they are asking the planning commission to give them a right 

through the major conditional use to do something that is not otherwise allowed; they look at it and say okay, we 

don’t care or you seem to be like most of the other businesses in their and will allow them to come in to and will 

recommend it to the council; the major conditional use must come before Council for approval and if they don’t 

approve it then they can’t do that thing that they otherwise not allowed to do; Ms. Woods said she know the exact 

one that is being refereed to and asked when folks come in an renovate the property and get it to a level and having 

invested all of their money and then they come and then they come and want to be granted a major conditional 

use and they should ask before investing their money; Ms. Summersgill said that they should, but they are not 

doing that  and then they will come in and ask Council since they have invested the money, and this is putting the 

cart before the horse; Ms. Woods asked how can this be fixed; Ms. Summersgill said it didn’t matter, and if they 

were on a major conditional use and were approved on case that she is thinking about and if they had come to 

Council first and had to apply for the license or start their renovations with having approval from Council, then 

they would have been assured if they aren’t criminals, that they would get their liquor license; you stop it at the 

major conditional use and you look at what they are going to use the store for; the question is, once somebody at 

a particular location has been granted a major conditional use and does that person applying for that use, does it 

change that zoning forever and it’s not in the ordinance and can’t tell you if it does or doesn’t, but it is something 

that Council need to look at because if it was some particular person, like the major conditional use for Fred’s 

and we know where the Fred’s are located and they will always probably stay a Fred’s, they are in strip centers; 

they are asking for the ability to sell alcohol out of the Fred’s which otherwise they don’t sell alcohol there and 

in the areas they are located, it seems to be consistent with other things in the area, and you may not be opposed 

to this; as in some of the other cases, for instance there are lots of areas on Winnsboro Road where liquor is not 

allowed to be sold by right and they have to come in for a major conditional use and once approved it like they 

have a right to sell it and if they comply and go through all the other requirements for having a liquor license, you 

can’t deny it to them; the reason for bringing this up is that when you see the major conditional use, your ears 

should perk up because it’s not always a good thing to allow; Ms. Woods said there should be something in place 

where they shouldn’t be able to put the cart before the horse, going and spending their money and when they 

come to Council they have already invested their life savings; she asked if Council is liable for that; Ms. 

Summersgill said no and the same issue came up with the bar that was shut down in the Garden district; they had 

invested so much money and they were closed down.   

 

Keisha, the store manager for Fred’s 2380 came forward; Mrs. Ezernack thanked her for coming and asked if she 

was the manager for the next one as well; Mr. Rogers, the store manager for the North 18th Street location was 

present; Mrs. Ezernack said this one is in her district and they would still have to go back through the approval 

process to get the license and come back to Council. 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and approved, Voting YES: Clark, Woods, Echols, 

Wilson; Voting to ABSTAIN: Ezernack to consider a request from Fred’s #2355, 1701 North 18th St., for a 

Major Conditional Use Permit authorizing the use of the existing structure (1701 N. 18th Street) to sell alcohol for 

off-premise consumption. The Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance allows alcohol sales for off-premise 

consumption as a Major Conditional Use in the B-3 General Business/Commercial District. Major Conditional 

Uses are those uses that require another level of approval, therefore this request comes before the City Council 

for their approval in addition to that of the Planning Commission. (There were no public comments.) 

4.  Legal Department:      Public Comment:     None.  

   

 5.  Mayor’s Office:      Public Comment: 

 

(a)  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, a second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 

7125, confirming the appointment of Eugene Ellis as Chief of Police of the City of Monroe, Monroe Police 

Department and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments.) 

      

Comments:    Mayor Mayo said resumes on Chief Ellis were given to Council by way of email and they have all 

the information on him; he was selected and there were eleven others that took the test and am impressed with his 

experience and also his amount of work throughout his thirty plus years; he has worked in several of the bureaus, 

maybe all of them over the years in addition to working with other law enforcement; an internal panel and five 

citizens from each district and a final interview with him and is recommending him for confirmation to Council 

and asking for Council support; Mr. Wilson congratulated Chief Ellis and look forward to working with him in 

District 4 and the entire police department. 
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Chief Ellis thanked Mayor Mayo Ellis for the appointment and Council for the overwhelming support; he said 

the hard work is just about to start; Mrs. Ezernack congratulated him and thanked him. 

 

Department of Public Works:     

 

(a)  ADD-ON:  Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack a second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to add to 

the agenda a Resolution authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to execute a lease with Louisiana Beignets and 

Burgers at the Monroe Regional Airport as per the attached agreement and further providing with respect thereto. 

(There were no public comments.) 

 

Upon a motion by Ms. Woods a second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7126, 

authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to execute a lease with Louisiana Beignets and Burgers at the Monroe 

Regional Airport as per the attached agreement and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public 

comments.) 

 

Comments:   Ms. Woods asked if anyone from the business was present; Mr. Echols asked Ms. Summersgill if 

the consideration and lease agreement in alignment with other entities that have leased the space; Ms. Summersgill 

said yes and that she spoke with Mr. Phillips about it and they were trying to get someone in the space and he felt 

like this was an opportunity for them to see if they could make it out there and get people out there to eat; Mr. 

Echols asked if the lease for one year and she said yes; Mrs. Ezernack said it was for one year; Mr. Echols asked 

if they are successful and do well, then do they have the option of doing two more years with the same terms; Ms. 

Summersgill said it was a little bit different and that it goes up to three hundred dollars a month; Mr. Echols said 

it is a net and if they are successful the City gets nine percent of the gross monthly receipts and Mr. Phillips said 

that was correct; Mr. Echols asked Mr. Phillips if he could identify why the other businesses had not been 

successful there; Mr. Phillips said when they first come to the airport, they expect to make a lot of money and 

when the airlines changed their flight schedules, that impacts a lot of time the traffic count that would come into 

the restaurant and a lot of them do decide that they want to locate somewhere else; he said in the last ten years, 

there have been about seven restaurants and want to do everything to provide services for the passengers; Mr. 

Echols if this had anything to do with the bar and asked who manages the bar; Mr. Phillips said the City manages 

the bar. 

 

7.  Department of Community Affairs:    Public Comment:    None.  

 

8.  Police Department:     Public Comment:     None.  

  

       9.  Fire Department:     Public Comment:    None.  

          10.  Engineering Services:      Public Comment: 

 

(a)  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 7127, 

reauthorizing the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bids on Texas Avenue Pump Station Flood Wall Project. 

The estimated cost of this project is $93,535.00.  the DBE Goal is 0% and source of funds Capital Infrastructure  

Sales Tax Fund and FEMA Reimbursement Funds and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no 

public comments.) 

 

(b)  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7128, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to the Calypso Street Sinkhole 

Repairs Contract, between the City of Monroe and Amethyst Construction, Inc., and further providing with 

respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

Comments:    Mr. Wilson asked if there was an amount to the change order; Mr. Holland said this was a no dollar 

change order, but they added FEMA materials to the project to get reimbursements for it, as it is related to flood 

damage; there are several no dollar change orders on the agenda tonight. 

 

(c)  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to the Forsythe Chauvin Levee Repairs 

Contract, between the City of Monroe and RD Owens Construction, Inc., and further providing with respect 

thereto. (There were no public comments.) 
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Comments:    Mr. Holland said this was a no dollar change order. 

 

(d)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7130, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. One (1) to the various drainage repairs 

contract, between the City of Monroe and c w & w contractors, Inc., for an increase in the contract amount of        

$11,413.50 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(e)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7131, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Two (2) to the Apple Street Pump Station 

Contract, between the City of Monroe and Womack & Sons Construction Group, Inc., and further providing with 

respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(f)  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7132, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Two (2) to the Willow Street Pump 

Station Contract, between the City of Monroe and Dixie Overland Construction, Inc., and further providing with 

respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(g)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7133, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Two (2) to the WPCC Digester Roof 

Repairs XP-01f197 Contract, between the City of Monroe and Womack & Sons Construction Group, Inc., for an 

increase in the contract amount of $4,308.60 and an increase in the contract time of -0- days and further providing 

with respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(h)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7134, amending Resolution No. 7120 authorizing to revise amount of Change Order No. 8 to contract with Jabar 

Corporation for the north area sewer system improvements Basin MR-27(a)/30/31 Rehabilitation Project, and 

further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(i) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove item to adopt 

Resolution authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Thirteen (13) to the Wastewater 

System Improvements Program Basin MR-04/05/07 (a) 2 Rehabilitation Contract, between the City of Monroe 

and Don M. Barron Contractor, Inc., for a decrease in the contract amount of __________________ and further 

providing with respect thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

Comments:  Mr. Holland asked for the agenda item to be removed. 

 

(j)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7135, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute a Professional Services Agreement with S. E. 

Huey Company, to provide Engineering Services for a Watermain Project and further providing with respect 

thereto. (There were no public comments.) 

 

(k)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No.  

7136, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute Supplemental Agreement No. 3 to a contract 

with Arcadis U.S., Inc, to provide Professional Services during construction for the WPCC Digester Roof 

Improvements Project and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments.) 

 

Comments:  Mr. Echols asked what additional services was Arcadis providing above and beyond the current 

contract; Mr. Holland said it would involve some additional field work for the startup of the digester; the digesters 

have been out of commission for a good while and they need Arcadis to be able to go over the material and 

equipment to make sure everything is online the way that it should be; Mr. Echols asked Mr. Holland why 

wouldn’t the existing contractor that is refurbishing it have that in their scope of work; Mrs. Ezernack asked Mr. 

Westrom if he could speak to the question; Mr. Westrom said they need to have quality sludge coming in to the 

new digester for the digester to function properly and asked for assistance from Arcadis as they are sending in 

someone who specializes in it to look at the processes in front of the digester; Mr. Echols said it is the microbial 

break down of the sludge that enters and Mr. Westrom said that’s right and it will mean the digesters will work 

better; Mr. Echols asked if it was a consultant that was coming to work on it and how does that work; Mr. Westrom  

said it was an Arcadis employee, but he does the special kind of consulting, it’s his area, he’s a licensed plant 

manager and he’s working on the team with Arcadis and he’s presenting them with regular updates, he has an 

office in the plant and he is giving them pointers as they go along and things they can do better and things they  
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need to do to improve sludge quality; Mr. Echols asked for the cost of the consulting; Mr. Holland said he didn’t 

know and that Ms. Golden could speak on that; she said the amount was $98, 050 and they had confirmation that 

it will be covered by the DEQ loan funds and they are available in the budget. 

 

(l)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 

7137, authorizing the Purchasing Manager to re-advertise for bids on Marquette Street Pump Station Project. the 

estimated cost of this project is $299,417.00.  The DBE Goal is 4.21% and source of funds Capital Infrastructure 

Sales Tax Fund and FEMA Reimbursement and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public 

comments.) 

 

Comments:  Mr. Echols said several items have been replaced at the Marquette Street Pump Station, the drives 

and the bullency when water flows through and asked if this was an additional project; Mr. Westrom said it was 

an additional project and it was the out fall from the station, there are huge cave ins on the back where the pipe is 

caving in and it has been an issue with Tensas levee board in getting the levee certified; Mr. Echols said would 

this be recouped from the FEMA related floods and Mr. Westrom said they are trying to get the money covered 

by FEMA; Mr. Echols asked if this was all levee repair, outfall and not the actual system which is working well; 

Mr. Westrom said that’s right; Mr. Echols said there have been several conversations with neighbors aabout drain 

at Phillips Bayou and how we get water out of that to the pump station and if this was still on the drawing board; 

Mr. Westrom said that was a totally different project and he’s not sure; Mr. Janway said there was some talk at 

one time about feeding an input line from Phillips Bayou into the Marquette station, but Randy Denmon is 

considering other options at this point on smaller type systems for Phillips Bayou; Mr. Echols asked if it was still 

on the drawing board and if he could let his constituents know that it is still something that is being tossed around 

and didn’t know if spending money here and if there was a way to collaborate and make them all; Mr. Janway 

said it is a separate project.   

 

Mr. Wilson asked if the DBE goals were being met and Mr. Holland said they should have received a copy of 

that and they are doing real well on the DBE’s and are trying to meet or exceed their goals depending on the 

contractor and somethings you can’t use DBE’s on because they are specialty items, materials that need to be 

made and built; you may use DBE’s for transportation and any time they are committed to a goal try to meet it; 

Mr. Wilson thaked them for their committee in trying to get DBE’s involved.  

 

          INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:      Public Comment: 

  

(a)  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to introduce an Ordinance 

amendment to Chapter 37, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Monroe, Article II, Definitions and Rules of 

Interpretation, Sec 37-21 Definitions to add the definition of “Storage, large,” and amend the definition of 

“Warehouse, wholesale and Storage” and Article III, Use Districts, Section 37-37 Commercial Use Districts, 

Table 3.3 Commercial Districts Permitted and Conditional Uses to add the use of “Storage, large,” and amend the 

use of “Warehouse, wholesale and storage.” (P&Z) (There were no public comments.) 

 

(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to introduce an Ordinance 

amendment to Chapter 37, Zoning, of the Code of the City of Monroe, Article III, Use Districts, Section 37-39 

Special Use Districts, Table 3.7 Special Districts Permitted and Conditional Uses. (P&Z) (There were no public 

comments.) 

 

(c)  Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to introduce an Ordinance 

adopting and amending the zoning map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorize Clerk to publish notice 

of a Public Hearing to zone a ±7.1 acre tract of land, more or less, from the R-1, Single Family Residential District 

to B-1, Neighborhood Mixed Use District located in Ouachita Parish and more particularly described as follows: 

South 90 feet of Lot 2, Alexander’s Riverview Lots. And otherwise known as 4306 South Grand Street. North 

105 feet of Lot 1 Alexander’s Riverview Lots. And otherwise known as 4308 South Grand Street. South 90 feet 

Lot 1, Alexander’s Riverview Lots and a lot in Biedenharn’s Addition Beginning at intersection of N line Formosa 

Plantation with W line Monroe-Columbia Road, thence frtg 5,228.7 feet and extending W 675 feet to Ouachita 

River. And otherwise known as 4310 South Grand Street. Applicant: BMB Real Estate (P&Z) 
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Comments:  Mr. Kyle Jacobs, CFO, Riverbend Rehabilitation stated they are moving the clinic that they own to 

a building there as it grandfathered out of the commercial zone and are trying to get it rezoned and will put a 

health clinic inside the hospital throughout the year. 

  

(d)  Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to introduce an Ordinance 

amending the current lease with Delta Airlines, Inc. authorizing a lease with Delta Airlines, Inc. with the City of 

Monroe/Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. (Airport) (There were no public 

comments.) 

  

Comments:  Ms. Summersgill said the next three  ordinance items amending the current leases that the City has 

with Delta, American and United Airlines and to be advised they are amending the current leases and if the word 

amending is left off they will go back through and they will all be in the ordinances when they come back before 

council for final review and they are amending the current leases with them; the leases with them are over with 

and they said the amended lease process was a lot easier than going through a new lease and their will be changes 

on the amount terms they are paying the City and everything else will be per the amended lease agreement 

 

Mr. Echols asked Mr. Phillips if he could address his question, in 2018 it goes from 35.79 on page 7 of the lease 

and the first and second outline and then it goes from 35.79 to 35.18 on the larger square footage building and 

said it was reduced there but the rates incrementally go up, longer term; Mr. Phillips said that was the agreement 

they came to with the airline and in order to get their approval, they had to stagger the rates; Mr. Echols if the 

previous lease had a stair step, year over year in incremental in the lease rates, 3, 5,10 percent like that; Mr. 

Phillips said they initially stared at 5 percent and right now it is at 3 percent as the overall lease; Mr. Echols  asked 

if they were reducing the incremental increase on the spaces and he said yes, they looked at the square footage , 

started out at 35.18 and year two it will go up to 36.76 and they went through the model and that was the agreement 

they came to with the airline; Mr. Echols said this was the first reading and will have some additional questions; 

Mr. Phillips said if you looked at the prior year, they are similar, they just increased the amount or reduced it in 

some areas, and it is similar to the prior lease; Mr. Echols said they were adjusting the safety fees dramatically 

and asked if it was due to some FAA requirements; Mr. Phillips said what happened to public safety originally 

they had just eh security and now since they have the arf station in the agreement and they lumped it all into 

public safety; Mr. Echols asked if the landing fees were both commercial and private; Mr. Phillips said it was for 

commercial aircraft.  Mr. Echols said he would have more questions during the next round.  Ms. Summersgill 

said there was clarification, under the term Article 2, it begins January 1, 2018 and ends on December 31, 2021 

and it’s a three-year lease and there is a one, 2 year option; Mr. Echols asked Ms. Summersgill if she had any 

discomfort the way that we do business, just by continually coming in every three years and extending an 

amendment versus doing a new lease; Ms. Summersgill said she didn’t have any problem with what they are 

wanting to do, they are simply telling the City that if we go in with a whole new lease that we will be looking at 

least a 90 day period for them to get approval and has no problem amending the lease as we are doing it; Mr. 

Phillips said the airline told them to do an amendment, it would be a lot quicker to get the process approved and 

if you go through a new lease it could take four or five months to get the lease approved; Mr. Echols asked if it 

would add to the airport’s bottom line in 2018, 2019 and 2020 and Mr. Phillips said yes, about three to five 

percent; Mr. Phillips said he could get him the airline’s revenue and any other figures that he may need and will 

email them to him. 

 

(e)  Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to introduce an Ordinance 

amending the current lease with American Airlines, Inc. authorizing a lease with American Airlines, Inc. with the 

City of Monroe/Monroe Regional Airport and further providing with respect thereto. (Airport) (There were no 

public comments.) 

 

(f)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to introduce an Ordinance 

approving, authorizing and amending a lease with United Airlines, Inc. with the City of Monroe/ Monroe Regional 

Airport and further providing with respect thereto (Airport) (There were no public comments.)   

 

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION 

      SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HEARING:      Public Comment: 

  

(a)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to pass over until March 

27, 2018 to finally adopt an Ordinance amending and restating Ordinance 11,363 and further providing with 

respect thereto. (City Code Sewer Rate) (Admin.) (There were no public comments.) 

 



Monroe City Council Legal and Regular Session 

February 13, 2018 

6:00 p.m.  

City Council Chambers-City Hall 

MINUTES 

Page 13 of 14 

 

 

(b)  Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to pass over until March 

27, 2018 to finally adopt an Ordinance amending Section 36-23(a) (1) and Section 36-33 (a) (2), relative to Water 

Rates, of Chapter 36 of the City of Monroe Code, and further providing with respect thereto. (Water Rate) 

(Admin.) (There were no public comments.) 

 

Citizens Participation: 

 

1.  Ms. Detrick Massey, Mr. Frankie Harris, Mr. Charles Smith, citizens spoke in a concerted effort for support 

of the Massey Miracle Run Track and Field Event that would be held in Monroe; this event will host over 1500 

athletes in Monroe at Carroll High School. 

 

Mayor Mayo stated his support of the Massey Miracle Run and he acknowledged the presence of Mr. Charles 

Smith a former football player with Philadelphia Eagles who attended Richwood and Grambling; he played as a 

starter in Super Bowl XV; he thanked him for his participation and work in the community as he works with the 

young people during the summer; he applauded Don Zimmerman and Doug Pederson who is a ULM graduate. 

 

2.  Evangelist Isabel Powell, citizen, announced a senior citizen meeting to be held at Emily P Robinson; she 

asked about the higher cost of paratransit and asked if the City would consider their decisions and how they affect 

people, particularly the senior citizens. 

 

3.  Mr. Tyrone Dickens, citizen, thanked those for assisting with getting the water to Tallulah and he talked about 

his next project to help St. Joseph with their water issue; he asked about having security at County Market for the 

safety of the citizens; Mrs. Ezernack suggested he talk with the manager of the store and they will probably hire 

the private security; he announced the Battle of the Badges on Sunday and donations of water will be accepted 

during the event. 

 

4.  Ms. Cleoria Dunn, citizen, announced Happy Week and asked for the City to support the week of service, an 

act of kindness for someone else; she announced a part of the Happy Week would be reading and researching 

with the goal of encouraging young people to read and research to be a better person; she asked for the City of 

Monroe to come out to the local schools to read to the students; each school will be celebrating Happy Week; 

there will be a breakfast on the 8th for the First Responders at Barkdull Faulk Elementary School; she thanked 

those who have participated and the event is scheduled for March 5-9, 2018; there are schedules to read and she 

could give that information to those who would like to read to the students. 

 

5.  Mr. Charles Theus, citizen, commented SEDD is an economic development district and they do handle a lot 

of sensitive information and will not give the information to the Council or anyone and won’t disseminate the 

information to the board members until it’s proper to do it; he said another issue that he noticed in council 

meetings, is that when a member recuses themselves the statute says if you participate in the discussions then you 

must give a reason why you recuse yourself and have noticed it several times of members recusing themselves 

but participating in the discussion. 

 

6.  Mr. Ronnie Scott, citizen, thanked Mayor Mayo for putting on the race and diversity meeting; he asked if the 

meetings could continue and if more meetings were being planned; Mayor Mayo stated ULM President Bruno 

indicated wanting to have one at the school and there have been others who have wanted to continue the 

conversation; the objective is to build relationships with each other to understand each other and will let him 

know when the next meeting will be held; he said the City is not trying to host all of them, but are trying to start 

the conversation such that others will want to and the City will take part in any that those who have one will want 

the City to be involved; Mr. Scott asked if the Mayor wanted additional participation from the private sector to 

organize a few more of the events and the Mayor said, absolutely. 

 

7.  Ms. Martha Johnson, citizen, spoke about her property taxes and asked for assistance because her property 

was deemed blighted property and an emergency and it was demolished by the City; she said at the time when it 

was declared an emergency by the City to be demolished that Chief Code Enforcement officer, Ms.  

Catherine Robinson, that she would only be responsible for the condemnation bill, if she sold the property; she 

said is not going to sell the property, however she has been sent a tax bill with the condemnation fee on it for over 

$8,000 and wasn’t told that it would be that amount; she spoke with Ms. Downs and filled out the grant 

information and received a letter saying they needed to inspect the property before it was torn down and don’t 

understand the rules, and policies of the office; she took their word on what was told to her and said Ms. Downs  
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told her that Ms. Robinson should have come to her first; Mr. Clark stated that Ms. Johnson had emailed him and 

that she also spoke with Councilman Wilson, and Ms. Summersgill and everybody has been involved; he said as 

Council members, their job is to legislate and it’s hard for them to administrate and get involved in the process; 

Council tried pointing her in the right direction and their hands are tied, but have returned all of her calls and tried 

to assist her along with Councilman Wilson; Mr. Clark said when she called him the other day and said it was a 

bad situation and he said if she needed to retain and understand she doesn’t have the money because it will be 

expensive to do that; he said if it was something that couldn’t be done on this end, then his advice to her was to 

get a lawyer, seek legal services, because he doesn’t know as a Council member what else to tell her and time is 

of the essence; Mr. Clark said he hated it but he didn’t have anything else and had run out of resources because 

Ms. Summersgill was involved and at one time Ms. Robinson was involved and all of that is Administration and 

it puts Council in a bad position because you are coming to us and asking for help while all the administrators are 

present, but there is nothing that can be done legislatively; Mr. Clark told Ms. Summersgill that he didn’t know 

administratively or legally in what direction that she could go in, but this was his advice and didn’t know what 

else that she could do; Ms. Summersgill said legislatively and legally, they went through the process and the  

simple answer is there was a piece of house, there was notice and it needed to be torn down; the City took it down 

and the fees are assessed to the property owner and she will have to pay the whole amount; she told Ms. Johnson 

to call her office tomorrow and they will attempt to do one other thing, whether or not they can do it, she doesn’t 

know, but will attempt one other thing to help her out of her situation; Ms. Johnson said thank you.  Mrs. Ezernack 

thanked Ms. Johnson and for her to contact Ms. Summersgill to see what they can do for her; Mr. Wilson thanked 

Ms. Johnson for coming and he thanked Ms. Baldwin and Ms. Summersgill and having spoken with Ms. Baldwin 

today about the case and is hopeful something can be done and do know that Ms. Johnson is not trying to get out 

of paying; Ms. Johnson said she wasn’t trying to get out of paying, but the way she said it she thought it was 

inspected because the Chief Code Enforcement officer had to go out to get the demolition started and she asked 

for forgiveness to not knowing the protocol and am begging for help to keep her property; Mr. Clark said no one 

wants her to lose her property and to go back to Ms. Summersgill tomorrow and everybody is turning a rock and 

it’s hard to talk on a former person over the department and what they said, it’s hear say; Ms. Johnson said she 

understands that but have to go on what was told to her and have been thankful for all of the advice given to her 

and for going the extra mile. 

 

8.   Ms. Marie Brown, citizen, spoke regarding an event, Ladies Time Out at the African American Museum on 

Sunday, February 18, 2018, 3:00 p.m.; Clara Hall School is having the 21 day Read-A-Thon at 2:30p.m. each 

day; spoke in reference to SEDD. 

 

9.  Rev. George Newman, citizen, spoke regarding the proposed water rate increase and he asked if an overall fix 

for the water system would be done and done right. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m., upon a 

motion of Mr. Echols and seconded by Ms. Woods. 

 

Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack 

Council Chairwoman  

 

Ms. Carolus S. Riley 

Council Clerk 

 

Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin 

Council Secretary 

 
*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; also, a 

recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you.  
 

 

 


