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There was a legal and regular session of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Louisiana held this date, February 
12, 2019, at the Council's regular meeting place, 400 Lea Joyner Memorial Expressway, City Council 
Chambers/City Hall Building, Monroe, Louisiana. 
                                
The Honorable Gretchen Ezernack, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order and asked the Council Clerk, Ms. 
Carolus Riley to call the roll.  
 
Council members present for roll call: Mr. Michael Echols, Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack, Ms. Juanita Woods,            
Mr. Kenneth Wilson, Mr. Eddie Clark. 
 
Council members absent: None. 
 
The Invocation was done by Councilman Clark’s designee, Jacqueline Benjamin, Council Secretary; the Pledge 
of Allegiance was led by Mr. Clark. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Mrs. Ezernack welcomed each one present and asked that all cell phones be silenced. 
 
1.  Mr. Echols welcomed each one present and thanked them for attending. 
 
2.  Ms. Woods announced that she was sponsoring her upcoming Team up to Clean up event on February 16, 2019 
from 9am-11am and the rally point is at Rose of Sharon Missionary Baptist Church, 716 MLK Drive; it will be a 
massive cleanup involving churches throughout District 3, along with Carroll High and Wossman High School 
Football teams participating and this is one of three cleanups with the second one being held on March 16 and April 
13; she invited all out to make Monroe a better place to live, work and raise a family to come out and join. 
 
3.  Mr. Wilson welcomed all present and District 4 residents; he congratulated Ms. Blanche Betz, 2019 Mardi Gras 
Janus queen, a graduate of the 1979 Carroll High School class; he thanked Public Works and Mr. Janway, the 
workers that were out on last week cleaning up to keep the city clean.  Mr. Wilson stated that he mentioned during 
council meeting several weeks ago that he had been working with Mr. Chris Lewis and the co-owner of Club Nuvo 
who is present tonight; Mr. Wilson read a letter and asked that the letter would be placed in the records for filing 
and thanked them for the letter.   
 
4.  Mr. Clark welcomed each one present and thanked them for attending. 
 
5.  Mayor Mayo made a special proclamation presentation to Mr. Johnnie Robinson, on being recognized as an 
inductee, #326 in the Pro Football  2019 Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio; Mr. Robinson is a resident of Monroe, a 
former assistant coach at ULM and founder of the Johnny Robinson Boys Home. 
 

 Upon a motion of Mr. Clark and seconded by Mr. Echols, the minutes of the Legal and Regular session of 
 January 22, 2019 were approved unanimously. (There were no public comments)  

  
PRESENTATION:          NONE. 
                      
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE.  
          
PROPOSED CONDEMNATIONS: 
          
1. 101 South 20th Street (D3) (Marcus Antione Drummer) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson 
and unanimously approved for property to be condemned and the property owner to be given 60 days or April 12, 
2019, in which to bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot.  
(There were no public comments). 
 
Comments:  There was service; Mrs. Robinson referenced the condemnations and also item numbers 2,3,4,6,7 to 
be removed from the agenda; she said the owner wants to sell the property and that is fine to do, but right now 
the property is dilapidated, unsafe and blighted; she asked for condemnation and some time for them to begin 
rehabilitation if owner so chooses.  
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2. 1506 South 3rd Street (D4) (Blanca Mae Baskin & Martin Gene Schemff) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second 
by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no public comments). 
 
3. 1103 South 3rd Street (D4)(Edward O’Neal Wilson (Est) & Edna Davis) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second 
by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no public comments).  
 
4. 3914 Cooper Street (D3)(Lisa Williams Milton, Leroy Milton) (Non curator - OPPJ) Upon a motion by Mr. 
Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no public 
comments).  
 
5. 2516 Lee Avenue (D4) (Ivy Watson & Annette Watson) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods 
and unanimously approved for property to be condemned and deemed a blighted property and the property owner 
to be given 30 days or March 12, 2019, in which to bring the structure into compliance with the code or demolish 
the structure and clean the lot.   
 
Comments:  There was service; Ms. Robinson explained the condition of the structure as indicated from the 
pictures and it being a dilapidated structure.  Rev. Watson, owner, stated that he wanted the property condemned, 
but did not have the funds to tear it down and asked if there were city funds available to assist him; Mr. Wilson 
thanked Code enforcement and PUD for working with him on a demolition grant; Mr. Wilson stated that he is 
hopeful there will be dollars in the budget for condemnation demolition purposes, as this is something that the 
entire council has been pushing for to assist those that are on fixed incomes; Mrs. Hill explained that their cdbg 
funds initially were not in the plans for demolition costs, but in December it was approved and they will make 
sure the funds are available and due to the government shutdown they are delayed in able to access the funds and 
to accept applications; she said each person will have to qualify for the government funds.  Mr. Wilson asked 
Rev. Watson to speak with Code enforcement before he leaves council meeting. 

 
6. 1309 Olive Street (D2) (Evangeline Carter Lewis)(Non-curator Louis Mattox, et al, OPPJ Upon a motion by 
Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  (There were no 
public comments).  
 
7. 1506 South 5th Street (D4) (Nebraska Alliance Realty Company) (Non-curator - OPPJ, Anita Dangerfield) 
Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to remove item from the agenda.  
(There were no public comments).  
 
8. 600 South 28th Street (D3)(Vanessa Fredericks, et al, Eula Gilbert & Earnest Callway) ) Upon a motion by Ms. 
Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved for property to be condemned and deemed a blighted 
property and the property owner to be given 60 days or April 12, 2019, in which to bring the structure into 
compliance with the code or demolish the structure and clean the lot. 
 
Comments:  There was service; Ms. Robinson explained the condition of the structure from the pictures and it 
being a dilapidated structure; there has been contact with Ms. Frederick, but as of today nothing has been done to 
the structure; Ms. Frederick stated that she has started work on the structure, but ran into problems with the worker 
stopping work on the project and that she has boarded up the property and kept the yard clean until she is able to 
complete the house.  Ms. Woods said it would be condemned and to give her time to find someone that she can 
trust, to board it up and to make progress on the property to work with code enforcement and she offered her a 
card with her telephone contact information.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:      Public Comment 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Accept the bids of HMS 
Zoo Diet, Bluffton, IN, Veterinary Specialty Products, Shawnee, KS, Central Nebraska, North Platte, NE and 
McRoberts Sales, Ruskin, FL for a one (1) year supply contract of Animal Food Ref#2019-00000048 for the 
Louisiana Purchase Garden and Zoo as recommended by the Director of Administration as meeting the 
specifications of this bid.  Each Vendor meets the specification of the bid.  Funds will be derived from the Animal 
Food Account.  The Tax and Revenue Division has confirmed that these bidders are tax compliant. (There were 
no public comments.) 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Accept the bids of Peregrine 
Corporation, Monroe LA and Quill LLC, Lincolnshire, IL for a one (1) year supply contract of Computer Paper 
Stock Forms Ref#2019-00000049 as recommended by the Director of Administration as meeting the 
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specifications of this bid.  Each Bidder meets the specification of the bid.  Funds will be derived from the 
Inventory Account.  The Tax and Revenue Division has confirmed that these vendors are tax compliant. (There 
were no public comments.) 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Accept the bid of Scott 
Truck LLC of Monroe LA for a 6-yard Dump body Truck for the Street Division of the Public Works Department 
Ref#2019-00000045 as recommended by the Director of Administration as meeting the specifications of this bid.  
The Bidder meets the specification of the bid.  Funds will be derived from the Capital Account.  The Tax and 
Revenue Division has confirmed that these vendors are tax compliant. (There were no public comments.) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Clark asked for the amount of money in the account; Mr. Janway said it was roughly $100,000 
and it’s a replacement truck to one that is about 18-19 years old.  Mrs. Ezernack said there were two bids 
responding and one was a lower bid and asked if they met the specs; Mr. Creekbaum said their bidding documents 
allowed them to go with the bidder they chose due to them doing all of the manufacturing in the State of Louisiana. 
 
Mr. Wilson asked if there would be any new garbage trucks; Mr. Janway said there were three new trash trucks 
on the agenda tonight. 
 

          RESOLUTIONS AND MINUTE ENTRIES:  
         
 Council:      Public Comment: 
 

(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7361, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Downtown RiverMarket (Spring Season) 
pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect 
thereto. (There were no public comments). 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7362, granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (Downtown 
River Jam Mardi Gras Party) pursuant to Conroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and 
further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7363,  granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Downtown Monroe Alliance (forever young) 
pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect 
thereto. (There were no public comments).  
 
(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7364, 
granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Geneva Academy (7th Annual Wig & Stache Bash) 
pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect 
thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
Comments: Mrs. Ezernack stated a discrepancy on the listed event location being the Murco building and it also 
listing the Vantage State Building Rooftop Garden and that it would need to be corrected.  
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7365, 
granting an exception to the Open Container Ordinance to the Twin Cities Krewe of Janus (Mardi Gras Parade) 
pursuant to Monroe City Code Sec. 12-231 D. (Open Container Ordinance), and further providing with respect 
thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 

         Department of Administration:    Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Wilson, Voting YES:  Woods, Echols, Wilson, Clark; Voting 
to ABSTAIN: Ezernack and approved to Consider an Application by Ronnie Long Jr., & Deborah Hill dba 
Braiz’n American Bar & Grill, 1611 18th Street, Monroe, LA 71201 for a New 2019 Class A Alcoholic Beverage 
Permit.  The Monroe Police Department has no disqualifying records and Sales Tax has been Cleared, CO-
Cleared, Distance Report Cleared.  (There were no public comments.) 
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Department of Planning & Urban Development:    Public Comment: 
 

(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7366, 
authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter into and execute a Memorandum of Understanding (Contract) by and 
between the City of Monroe and Ouachita Council on Aging in the amount of $15,000.00 from the Community 
Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) B-18-MC-22-0005 and further providing with respect thereto. 
(There were no public comments). 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7367, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter into and execute a Memorandum of Understanding (Contract) 
by and between the City of Monroe and Opportunities Industrialization Center of Ouachita, Inc. in the amount of 
$14,000.00 from the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) B-18-MC-22-0005 and further 
providing with respect thereto.(There were no public comments). 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7368, 
authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to enter into and execute a Memorandum of Understanding (Contract) by and 
between the City of Monroe and Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) South Point, Inc. in 
the amount of $47,400.00 from the HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME) M-18-MC-22-0206 and 
further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 

Comments:  Mr. Creekbaum stated the change of the scope of work would be from new construction to 
rehabilitation.  Mrs. Ezernack asked Council if they would be approving it with the change; Ms. Woods asked if 
it would still be a single unit; Mr. Creekbaum said it would be one unit. Resolution was adopted with the change. 

Legal Department:    Public Comment:    NONE.  
 

 Mayor’s Office:    Public Comment:    NONE. 
 
Department of Public Works:    Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Consider a request from 
the Public Works Department for authorization to advertise for three (3) new Trash Knuckle Boom Loader Trucks.  
The estimated cost of these trucks is $150,000.00 each.  Funds for these purchases will be derived from the Public 
Works/Sanitation Capital Account and the Capital Special revenue Fund. (There were no public comments.) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Janway stated the trucks were for picking up trash and not garbage cans; Mr. Echols asked if 
there would be adequate staff to run all of the trucks; Mr. Janway said they did and in the day they have used day 
laborers; they have lost a few of their good operators in the last 2-3 weeks and am hopeful with the salary survey, 
they will be able to hire and retain good employees; Mr. Echols asked the number of trucks being run and Mr. 
Janway said today, they ran four trucks, but do like to run eight and doesn’t know if this was because there was  
a lack of operators or trucks being repaired today; Mr. Echols asked if any of the trucks were being repaired; Mr. 
Echols asked if the trucks would be available for the March, April, May debris season and Mr. Janway said he 
doubted it and to order a truck and unless they can find one off production line then they are looking at 6 months 
for a chassis and 30-45 days for the body to be put on the chassis; Mr. Echols asked if there would be similar 
delays as last year; Mr. Janway said he didn’t think it would be as bad, because with the enforcement of the 
ordinances and trash tonnage has been reduced from 300 to 200 per week; Mr. Echols asked if he would be willing 
during the spring to update each council member when there is a delay in their areas so that the constituents can 
be notified when it is a long term delay, last year were seeing two and three week pickups versus weekly pickups 
and the constituents were concerned about it, they can wait a day or two, but when that becomes two weeks to a 
month, then there is a need to communicate it to the constituents; Mr. Janway said if it got to that then they would 
let council members know.   
 
Mr. Clark stated to Mr. Janway that not only for his department, but all departments, that at the end of the year,  
they see a rush to buy things at the end of the fiscal year or close to the end of the fiscal year and if there was a 
reason why they wait until almost a month before the end of the fiscal year to start buying those types of items; 
Mr. Janway said there was no real mandate to the division heads and he allows them to determine at what point 
during the budget year, they would like to purchase them, other than the trash trucks, water distribution and 
treatment trucks at the request of the division heads; Mr. Clark asked for the amount in the capital fund; Ms. 
Rowell said there was $150,000 in the fund; Mr. Clark asked what percentage in public works were day 
laborers/temp workers; Mr. Janway said the percentage was sixty percent day laborers and forty percent 
permanent in garbage and trash; Mr. Clark asked if they have been running at that percentage for some years and 
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Mr. Janway said they have been since the last 18 months; Mr. Clark asked before the 18 months what was the 
average; Mr. Janway said it was 80/20 before the budget crisis and there is a huge turnover; Mr. Clark said yes, 
especially when you aren’t making a living wage. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Consider a request from 
the Water Treatment Plant of the Public Works Department for authorization to purchase off State contract one 
(1) new Ford Truck F-150 Crew Cab 4x4.  The estimated cost for this truck is $31,372.50.  Funds for this purchase 
will be derived from the Water Plant Capital Account. (There were no public comments.) 
 
Comments: Mr. Echols asked the purpose of the purchase, if they were replacing; Mr. Janway said they were 
replacing and the 250 or service trucks and the 150 for supervisor. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Consider a request from 
the Water Distribution Division of the Public Works Department for authorization to purchase off State contract 
one (1) new Ford Truck F-250 Reg Cab 4x4.  The estimated cost for this truck is $29,837.50.  Funds for this 
purchase will be derived from the Water Plant Capital Account. (There were no public comments.) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Clark asked for an explanation of the type of account; Ms. Rowell said it was the enterprise fund 
and there are several million dollars in the fund. 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Consider a request from 
the Water Distribution Division of the Public Works Department for authorization to purchase off State contract 
one (1) new Ford Truck F-150 Crew Cab 4x4.  The estimated cost for this truck is $31,372.50.  Funds for this 
purchase will be derived from the Water Plant Capital Account. (There were no public comments.) 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Consider a request from 
the Monroe Regional Airport of the Public Works Department for authorization to purchase off State contract one 
(1) new Ford Truck F-150 Crew Cab 4x4.  The estimated cost for this truck is $31,372.50.  Funds for this purchase 
will be derived from the Airport Capital Account.  (There were no public comments.) 
 
Comments:  Mr. Clark asked for the amount in the fund; Ms. Rowell said they had several million dollars. 
 
Department of Community Affairs:    Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7369, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor to execute an agreement with the Louisiana Main Street Program as per 
the attached agreement and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments).  
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols stated as part of the local program it was agreed to maintain a full-time office in the main 
street district and asked for the location of that office; Ms. Akers stated they aren’t in the district and they are 
aware of it and do allow it, they are in the arena. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7370, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to accept a donation from Smart Roofing to be utilized by the City of 
Monroe, and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
  
Police Department:        Public Comment:     NONE.  
 

       Fire Department:     Public Comment:     NONE.   

          Engineering Services: Public Comment: 
 
(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7371, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Five (5) to the WPCC Digester Roof 
Repairs XP-01f197 Contract, between the City of Monroe and Womack & Sons Construction Group, Inc., for a 
decrease in the contract amount of $250,000.00 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no public 
comments). 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols asked how did the $250,000 come about; Mr. Holland explained the contracts have a 
construction allowance and when it is not used it becomes a decrease in the end and it comes back; Mr. Echols 
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asked if it is done before it is declared significantly complete or after and Mr. Holland said usually after. Mr. 
Echols asked if the digesters and roof repairs working at 100 capacity and Mr. Holland said they are getting there; 
Mr. Echols asked why it would be significantly completed and rolling down the budget, if is not 100 completed; 
Mr. Holland said they have completed the items in the contract and if you have additional items that everyone has 
agreed to do in the contract, they utilize the funds and if not try to make sure they get everything done within the 
contract for the best price they can; Mr. Echols asked if Womack and Sons were continuing to remedying anything 
that may be wrong; Mr. Holland said they had a few minor things that they will be checking on tomorrow with 
some piping, but have been getting good cooperation from them; Mr. Echols asked if both roof digesters solid 
and not leaking; Mr. Holland said there is one leaking and it hasn’t been totally resolved and are working on it 
and it is on the contractor, not the city; Mr. Echols asked if it would be resolved by the end of year; Mr. Holland 
said he was hopeful and when first put in they did a leak test and do get extended on over million dollar projects; 
Mr. Echols asked what legal recourse did the city have in case they weren’t able to fix the leaking roof; Mr. 
Holland said he was sure they had a bond and contractors are good about trying to make sure they comply.  Mr. 
Echols asked if this delay and a one hundred percent operation have an impact with DEQ and approvals for sludge 
going through the system; Mr. Holland said, not to his knowledge. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7372, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute Change Order No. Two (2) to the Raw Water Line 
Replacement Ouachita River Pump Station Contract, between the City of Monroe and DNA Underground, LLC, 
for a decrease in the contract amount of $5,075.00 and further providing with respect thereto. (There were no 
public comments). 
 
Comments:  Ms. Woods asked if it was the same type philosophy decrease where the budget was padded; Mr. 
Holland said the contract had one change order and they added quantity for additional field and didn’t use it all; 
contracts are paid on items completed. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Mr. Clark and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 7373, 
approving authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City 
of Monroe and the Monroe Housing Authority for repairs and improvements of the Louberta Street Drainage 
Improvement Project, and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Adopt Resolution No. 
7374, authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to enter into and execute Supplemental Agreement No. 1 to a contract 
with S.E. Huey Company, to provide Professional Engineering Services for the Parkview & Ruffin Drive Water 
Main Replacement Project and further providing with respect thereto.  (There were no public comments). 
  

          INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:        
  

(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Wilson and unanimously approved to Introduce an Ordinance 
adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana and authorizing the Clerk to publish 
notice of a Public Hearing to rezone a ±6.3 acre tract of land, more or less, from B-4, Heavy Commercial District 
to R-4, High Density Multi-Family Residential District, presently located in Ouachita Parish and more particularly 
described as follows:  Lots 1-20, Square 8, Commerce Realty Resubdivision of Square 1, 8 & 9 Roselawn 
Addition #2.  And otherwise known as 1201 Stubbs Avenue - APPLICANT: Prime Time Family (MA 103-19) 
(P&Z) (There were no public comments.) 
 
Comments:  Ms. Woods asked for the location and what are they doing; Ms. Poret said it is Walk in the Word 
Church and they are putting in for a preschool and the present zoning does not allow for that, but the zoning that 
they applied for will allow it; Mrs. Ezernack asked if there were any other zoning classifications other than the 
R-4 that would allow for it; Ms. Poret said she didn’t know, would have to check and that it would still be a church 
and it may have been a school before, but the zoning may have changed; Mrs. Ezernack said there was a 
Montessori school in another part of the church building some time ago. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Echols, Voting YES: Clark, Wilson, Woods, Ezernack; Voting 
to ABSTAIN: Echols, and approved to Introduce an Ordinance authorizing James E. Mayo, Mayor, to execute a 
Lease Agreement with Acadian Ambulance Service, Inc and the City of Monroe and further providing with 
respect thereto. (MFD) 
 
Comments: Ms. Woods asked Chief Williams to talk about the agenda item; Chief Williams explained Acadian 
Ambulance Service currently operating out of the Finks Hideaway station, the emergency operation station for 
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Ouachita Parish; they don’t have a permanent location and there is space at Public Safety Center not being used 
and have established a good working relationship with Acadian and recommends this lease to Council for support; 
Mr. Clark asked if better service was being experienced and Chief Williams said it was and there is a learning 
curve and are still looking at statistics and data; Mr. Clark asked if there have been instances with Acadian being 
afraid to go into certain parts of south Monroe and having to wait on the police before they get the person who is 
injured or hurt; Chief Williams said no and do know what is being referred to and if he does he will address them 
and let them know, because seconds matter and need to get people to the hospital; Mr. Clark asked if there have 
been instances where Acadian took people to the hospital and left before the person was checked into the hospital 
and Chief Williams said he had no knowledge and if so they would be reported to the ambulance advisory 
committee and it would be addressed there and if they are they can be brought to him and he can take to the 
advisory board where they can be addressed at that time; Mr. Clark said he did hear some giggle when the question 
was asked, but is asking the question for very specific reasons and do want to know if there are issues with 
Acadian being afraid to go into south Monroe and not go into Parkview without the police being present with 
them.  Chief Williams said he had no knowledge, but with they did have the issues with the previous service 
provider.   Mayor Mayo stated a representative from Acadian was present, if he had more questions; Mr. Clark 
said he could ask the question, but it would be the same questions that he made to Chief Williams; Mr. Taylor 
Richard, Operations manager for Acadian Ambulance was present; Mr. Clark Mr. Clark asked Mr. Richard if he 
had any issues with the response time between them getting the call and arriving to the caller; Mr. Richard said 
they do have a learning curve with just coming into the parish and learning the city and the best place to keep 
their ambulances and have been able to get to the calls quickly; Mr. Clark said another concern was there being 
an issue with the ambulance provider going into south Monroe because everyone has the connotation that south 
Monroe is bad and asked if there have been any issues with respect to Acadian going into Parkview without the 
police being present to assist someone; Mr. Richard said no, they respond to the calls where they need to go to 
and depending on the call, if it is a violent nature where it would require a police to be there, for their safety they 
will stage and wait for the police department to get there and other than that there will be no time delay of getting 
to the scene because of it being in a certain part of town; Mr. Clark asked if there have been any issues with 
respect to dropping people off at Conway, St. Francis when hospitals are not ready to receive them and just leave 
them there while another run is being made to make more money; Mr. Richard said absolutely not and they have 
to get patient care and whenever they bring a patient have to get a signature from a representative from the hospital 
to let them know that they talked with them and have turned the care of the patient and there is no lapse of care 
of the patient.  Mr. Clark thanked him and said these were some concerns before Acadian came to Monroe and 
look forward to a great working relationship between the city and Acadian. Mayor Mayo stated he didn’t know 
the number of units Acadian had compared to the previous service provider and everyday see them staged at the 
Now Save on his way home; he has seen ten times more and asked the number compared to the previous; Mr. 
Richard said he wasn’t sure, but they have 19 units in the parish and a minimum of ten on the road. 
 
K-9 said his daughter went into a panic attack and had a seizure on January 27 at church, and Acadian ambulance 
handled the situation very well and was excited about the care that they provided to his daughter at the church, to  
the hospital and while there.  
 
Mr. Clark said in reference to Acadian ambulance coming into the city of  Monroe and some of the citizens having 
Vantage insurance asked if they accepted Vantage insurance; Mr. Richard said yes; Mr. Echols said Acadian 
contracts with insurance companies all over the state and it has been highly unusual for an ambulance company 
to do that because they make more money the other way, so they seem to be a reputable operation; Mr. Clark said 
he was excited about that. 

   
 RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION AND SUBJECT 
 TO PUBLIC HEARING:    
  

(a) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,911, extending and enlarging the boundaries of the City of Monroe, Louisiana, providing for 
the recordation of the entire boundary as amended: establishing the effective date thereof, and providing further 
with respect thereto – Applicant – Dilbagh Singh (P&Z) 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(b) Upon a motion by Mr. Clark, second by Mrs. Ezernack and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,912, adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana to zone a ±.39 acre tract 
of land presently located in Ouachita Parish to B-4, Heavy Commercial District. This property presently does not 
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have a zoning classification as it is being annexed into the city and is more particularly described as follows - Lot 
4, Square 2, Dysart Addition less Parcel #4-24 And otherwise known as 4301 Sterlington Road – APPLICANT - 
Dilbagh Singh (MA 100-19) (P&Z) 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by Mrs. Ezernack, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt 
Ordinance No. 11,913, adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana to rezone a 
±47 acre tract of land from the B-3, General Commercial/Business District to the B-4, Heavy Commercial District, 
presently located in Ouachita Parish: (This is a request to rezone the area bounded by Lamy Lane, Armand Street, 
N 32nd Street, Desoto Street, N 30th Street and Evangeline Street) – APPLICANT - City of Monroe (MA 101-19) 
(P&Z) 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(d) Upon a motion by Ms. Woods, second by Mr. Echols and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,914, adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana to create Century Village 
Planned Unit Development, Phase 1A, a ±14.449 acre tract of land, presently located in Ouachita Parish and more 
particularly described as follows: Lots A1-A7, of the proposed Century Village Planned Unit Development, Phase 
1A – APPLICANT - Southern Lifestyle Development (PUD 100-19) (P&Z) 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(e) Upon a motion by Mr. Echols, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,915, adopting and amending the Zoning Map for the City of Monroe, Louisiana to create Century Village 
Planned Unit Development, Phase 1B, a ±16.817 acre tract of land, presently located in Ouachita Parish and more 
particularly described as follows - Lots B1-B4, of the proposed Century Village Planned Unit Development, 
Phase 1B – APPLICANT - Southern Lifestyle Development (PUD 101-19) (P&Z) 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
(f) Upon a motion by Mr. Wilson, second by Ms. Woods and unanimously approved to Finally adopt Ordinance 
No. 11,916, amending Chapter 25 Section 25-64 Entitled “General Fees and Charges” of the Monroe City Code, 
and further providing with respect thereto. (Comm.Aff.) 
 
Chairwoman Ezernack opened the public hearing and seeing no one come forward, the hearing was declared 
closed. 
 
Comments:  Mr. Echols asked for a clarification on the changes being made; Mr. Creekbaum said his 
understanding was the red line were the old fees and the replacement would be made there; Mr. Echols asked for 
the prior daily rental fee for 501c3 nonprofits; the prior daily rental fee stays the same and they added 501c3 
booth that they sell and an information booth would be the same which was $20 and a sales booth was added  for 
nonprofits for $40 to sell their products; Mr. Echols asked if the produce farmer vendor for six dollars a day a 
new category and the River market employee said it was not and they are taking it back to what it used to be and 
there has not been a change; Mr. Echols asked for an explanation on what has changed and it was stated the only 
change is the adding of the 501c3 non profit sales booth and the snack food vendor is $40, the hot prepared food 
vendor is $80 per day, the food and alcohol vendor booth fee is $100 per day and they are changing the artisan 
booth to only a full booth option and no half booths are allowed any longer and the full booth space is now $60; 
Mr. Echols said if there is a ticketed event and there are twenty alcohol vendors and tickets are sold, asked if they 
charge them $100 for each vendor for that specific event or are they considered another type of vendor at that 
point; they don’t get charged a fee to participate in that event, they pay for them through their nonprofit; Ms. 
Akers said it is confusing, but the non profit is the one who has the ticketed event and they pay for the booths and 
they are one hundred dollars; they pay per alcohol vendor.  Mr. Echols asked how patrons pay for the events; Ms. 
Akers said they can buy online at event brite or they can purchase them at the event; the non-profit gets the money 
for the ticketed event.   
Mr. Clark commended Ms. Gatling on the schedule of events to take place at the River market, a great quality of 
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life events scheduled.  He said this would rejuvenate downtown if it could be a mini Beale Street, Bourbon Street 
to create this type of atmosphere downtown to listen to live music and walk from place to place without the police 
harassing you and do advocate for downtown to continue to grow and make downtown Monroe all that it can be; 
Mr. Wilson thanked them for doing a great job; Mr. Clark asked about the upcoming barbecue cookoff and look 
forward to it and to get people involved and to bump up the prize and challenges anyone present to the barbecue 
cook off; Ms. Gatling said it was not a complete list of all the activities and that there are more events. 
 

          CITIZENS PARTICIPATION: 
 

1.  Mr. Lester Paster passed out information about the Court of Appeals to Council and stated the order has not       
been carried out and asked the Council to over rule to not carry out the order. 

 
2.  Ms. Gloria Percy spoke concerning the monthly transit bus passes for the handicap and elderly; Mrs. Ezernack 
stated Mr. Janway could answer her questions after the meeting. 
 
3.  Mr. Gene Payne spoke regarding the management at the Monroe Transit system; he said it would take him a  
quarter of a mile to walk to the nearest bus stop and the operations of management are ridiculous; a transit 
employee came before Council last meeting and the next day the employee was harassed by the public works 
director. 
 
4.  Mr. Tyrone Dickens passed out information on his upcoming fundraiser event and asked that everyone would 
come out and support the event to bring everyone together; the proceeds will go towards buying instruments for 
school bands. 
 
5.  Mr. Charles Theus spoke concerning the .005 sales tax and the advertising; it is a difficult part and after three 
years if finally getting paid and the taxes have raised $70,000 and have $30,000 in the bank and no money has 
been squandered; he said if anyone has a question and they want to know something; they are people and they 
aren’t going to cow tow to anybody to get and will not couch out to the Northside because they don’t oppose any 
thing that they want to do, and don’t get into Mr. Echols way and don’t want him in their way. 
 
6.  Mr. Charles Joseph spoke concerning a way for the city to become cleaner and requested the city would 
implement an ordinance requiring the citizens to bag their garbage; Ms. Willie Mae Williams and her crew do an 
excellent job, but if the garbage is not bagged when its picked up, it blows all over the street; he said when the 
utility marking companies do the marking for digging, they mark on the nice concrete drives and it isn’t necessary 
to mark all the way across the concrete drives which deface the property and ask that these would be considered. 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m., upon a 
motion of Mr. Wilson and seconded by Mr. Clark.  (There were no public comments) 
 
Mrs. Gretchen Ezernack 
Council Chairwoman  
 
Ms. Carolus S. Riley 
Council Clerk 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Benjamin 
Council Secretary 
 
*For extended details on the Council meeting please call the Council Clerk, Monday-Friday at 329-2252; 
also, a recording of the minutes can be sent via email to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


